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Road to Redemption – 2021 Lenten Series 
This series is a collaborative effort of the pastors of the New Ulm North Circuit of the Minnesota River 

Valley Conference of the Minnesota District of the WELS. The goal of this series is to use the historic, 

prophetic and typological1 material from the Old Testament to highlight the grace and glory of the 

Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. This series works best with the order of Vespers in Christian Worship: A 

Lutheran Hymnal.  

*CAVEAT EMPTOR! 90% of this Lenten Series textual studies and sermon suggestions are from the New 

Ulm North Circuit. The life of a parish pastor is a busy one, and despite the best efforts of our circuit, 

there are places in the study portions of this series that have been “plugged” with outside sources. 

Much of the parsing of the Hebrew is taken from Bible Hub, and some of the comments come from free 

Bible commentary. Not all the sources are WELS and there are a few that are not Lutheran, however, the 

portion quoted is doctrinally sound. All external sources have been cited to the best of my knowledge. 

Texts and Themes for the Road to 
Redemption 

Theme Text 

Lamb to Lamb Exodus 12:1-14 

Garden to Garden Genesis 3:15 

Silence to Silence Isaiah 42:1-4 

King to King Deuteronomy 17:18-20 

Pole to Pole Numbers 21:4-8 

Seal to Seal Daniel 6:16-23 

 
Holy Week 

 

Palm Sunday – Ride to Ride I Kings 1:38-40 

Maundy Thursday- Meal to Meal Exodus 24:6-11 

Good Friday- Pardon to Pardon Leviticus 16:15-22 

Easter Sunday- Rescue to Rescue Jonah 2 

 
 

 
1 We hold that the entire nature of the Old Testament is Typological. Everything in the Old Testament points to 

Jesus Christ. Some types are directly referred to as types by the New Testament: The Passover Lamb, the 
Scapegoat, and even Jonah. Other material, like the legislative prerogatives of the future king, find their ultimate 
fulfillment in Christ, but also highlight for us the nature of Christ’s behavior as the True King in the face of worldly 
kings like Herod and Pilate. The same can be said of Daniel and the Special Meal given by the Lord following the 
ratification of the Old Covenant. These are not directly identified at Types in the New Testament, but they serve to 
illustrate aspects of the Lord’s Supper and the Passion of Jesus.  
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Collects for the Road to Redemption 
These collects can be used in the order of Vespers in place either the Prayer for Peace or the General 

prayer after the opening versicles. 

FROM LAMB TO LAMB 
Great Liberator of the Soul, in ancient times you, by the blood of the Passover lamb, caused death to 
Passover your people and lead them into freedom. We praise you know for providing yourself as the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Let the precious blood of your covenant, which you 
have painted upon the doorposts and doorframes of our heart in Holy Baptism, which you have 
delivered to us in, with and under the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper, which you announce to us 
again and again in the preaching of your holy Gospel, always keep us within the household of faith, your 
church, as we are lead out of death and through the desert to the promised land. Amen 
 
FROM GARDEN TO GARDEN 
We give thanks O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, that on the tree of the cross you did give 
salvation unto mankind who had been condemned to death when Satan overcame our first parents and 
they ate of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil in unbelief.  By the Tree of the Cross, the door is 
opened again by grace to life eternal and we have access to the “rest” that God has planned for us, 
eternal life in heaven.  Though the Devil in the garden of Eden by a tree once overcame Adam and Eve 
and all mankind, in the Garden of Gethsemane, Christ rise to take hold of the tree that will crush the 
serpent’s head and bring life and immortality to light to all men. In your name we pray, Amen. 
 
FROM SILENCE TO SILENCE 
Dearest Redeemer, in faithfulness you brought forth justice, and that you did not falter and were not 
discouraged as you establish justice on the earth. Your weapons were not armies or battle cries, but 
quiet and humble obedience to the will of your Father. As a lamb before the shearers is silent, so you did 
not open your mouth. I pray that you will continue to be a light for the Gentiles, that you will open eyes 
that are blind, free captives from prison, and release from the dungeon those who sit in spiritual 
darkness. I ask you to march out like a mighty man, and like a warrior stir up your zeal. Raise the battle 
cry and triumph over your enemies. In your name we pray. Amen,  
 
FROM KING TO KING 
Lord Jesus Christ, your kingdom is not of this world. Yours is a kingdom of truth. Your weapons were not 
armies, swords or spears. You did not use your position for your own advantage and glory. Rather, you 
chose the shame of the cross. Your weapons were obedience to the Word of God that commanded that 
you go in the way that your Father had planned from eternity. And the truth of your submission is that 
all mankind is declared not guilty in the sight of God through it. Lord, let me never be found mocking 
your humility as Herod did, or dismiss it casually as did Pilate. Rather, let me take up my cross each day 
and follow you. In your name I pray. Amen.  
 
FROM POLE TO POLE 
Heavenly Lord and Savior, should we give way to an impatient and grumbling spirit, please convict us of 
this sin. By your Law and through the pain of the cross, lead us to confess our sin, and then lead us to lift 
our eyes to your cross as the Israelites looked to the bronze serpent Moses raised upon a pole. May we 
be forgiven by you, and receive fresh life and healing from you. In your name we pray. Amen.  
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FROM SEAL TO SEAL 
Mighty Savior, faithfulness to your Word comes at a price: the rejection by the World. The world seeks 
to bury and kill all who chose to follow you in faith over the world in her madness. But the grave holds 
no terror, for just as you were sealed in your tomb and came forth unharmed, so too will we come forth 
from our grave to receive the fully glory that you have won for us. Lord, keep us bold in the face of 
death, for she holds no terror over us anymore in you. Amen. 
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Behold, Redemption’s Road 
A sermon hymn for The Roads of Redemption 

Lenten Series. The first verse should be sung in 

the place of the Seasonal Response in the Order 

of Vespers. After the sermon, in place of the 

Song of Mary, the congregation should sing the 

appropriate verse of that matches the sermon 

text and the eighth verse. 

1) Behold, redemption’s road 
On which our Savior strode- 
To death and grave He goes 
To pay the debt we owe. 
The price our souls to gain 
Was cross, and lash and shame. 
 
FROM LAMB TO LAMB 

2) Recall the ancient feast! 
The bread made without yeast! 
Christ is the Pascal Lamb! 
The seed of Abraham. 
His blood is on the door 
In Him death passes o’er! 
 
FROM GARDEN TO GARDEN 

3) Through serpent’s lying breath 
All men have tasted death. 
But now, in tempting hour, 
Though bruised by Satan’s power, 
Christ stands to crush his head, 
And raise men from the dead. 
 
FROM SILENCE TO SILENCE 

4) No angry shouts He hurled, 
Nor waved a flag unfurled. 
He ‘fore the jury stands 
To bring salvation planned. 
His Father He obeys 
And silent He does stay. 
 
 
 
 

FROM KING TO KING 

5) The King has heard our plea. 
He does submit for me. 
He, mocked in vi’lent hour, 
Obeys a higher power. 
The King, for us, now stands 
To do what Law demands.  
 
FROM POLE TO POLE 

6) A serpent bronze was raised 
So those with faith who gazed 
Upon it would not die. 
But now the Crucified  
Eternal life displays 
For all who fear the grave. 
 
FROM SEAL TO SEAL 

7) The King does signet place 
To seal the faithful’s fate, 
But vain it is to rage 
Against those God has saved. 
The grave has lost its power 
Wait the appointed hour! 
 

8) How wondrous are the ways 
That God his people saves  
And what does God us owe? 
And who His mind has known? 
With humble praise now shout 
these paths he has traced out! 
 

Holy Week Verses 

PALM SUNDAY 

On royal mount he rode 
To let the people know 
The chosen heir is King.  
And, now, we too may sing 
The Greater King is here 
Whom God to all made clear.  
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MAUNDY THURSDAY 

God draws his people near 
To eat without dread fear. 
To seal his covenant 
With promises he meant! 
Christ has before us set 
This precious sacrament.
 
GOOD FRIDAY 

The blood propitiates! 
Your pardon celebrate!  
The priest sends off the goat 
To a place remote. 
As far is east from west  
So far our sin He’s sent.  
 
EASTER SUNDAY 

The sign that Jesus gave 
Was that of Jonah saved. 
As prophet was at sea, 
So long entombed He’ll be. 
But after all the strife, 
He will return to life!  
 
Tune: The Whole Book of Psalms, London, 1592  
Text: Paul Meitner (1976-)  
Meter: 66.66.66 
OLD 120TH (Hymn #454 in Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal)
 
 
 
 

New Ulm North Circuit Members 
Pastor Chris Cordes St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Sleepy Eye, MN. 

Pastor John Paustian St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Morgan, MN 

Pastor Paul Meitner  Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Winthrop, MN 

Pastor Steve Bauer Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church, Gibbon, MN 

Pastor Ethan Boese Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Sanborn, MN 

*Pastor Emeritus Peter Nauman 

*Pastor Gary Wong Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Brighton Township, MN 
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Text Study/Sermon Notes/Preaching Suggestions – Lamb to Lamb 

ֹּ֤וַ 12 ראמ  ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ םי ֹּ֤רַ ֹּ֤צ ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ ץר ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ ןר  ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤אַֹּ֤־לא  ֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤ הש  ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤־לא ֹֹּּ֤֤ה ֹּ֤הו ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ ראמ ֹּ֤י    ׃

ֹּ֤וֹן הוּא ֹֹּּ֤֤ל ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤ם ל ֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤י הַֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤ה 2 ֹּ֤אש   ׃הַֹּ֤ח  ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤שֹּ֤הַֹּ֤ז  ֹּ֤ה ל ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤ם ר  ֹּ֤אשֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ים ר 

ֹּ֤ת ש  ֹּ֤ה לַֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ת 3  ׃ דַֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤וֹּּ֤א  ֹּ֤ל־כ ֹּ֤ל־ע ֹּ֤דַ ֹּ֤ת י ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ל ֹֹּּ֤֤ל ֹּ֤אמ  ֹּ֤ר ב ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ר לַֹּ֤ח  ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤שֹּ֤הַֹּ֤ז  ֹּ֤ה ו ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤וֹּּ֤ל ֹּ֤ה  ֹּ֤ם א  ֹּ֤ישֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ה ל ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ית־א ֹּ֤ב  

ֹּ֤ת א  ֹּ֤ישֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤פ  ֹּ֤י א ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤סּוֹּּ֤עַֹּ֤ל־ 4 ֹּ֤ת מ ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ה ֹֹּּ֤֤ו ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤קַ ֹּ֤ח ה ֹּ֤וּא וּש ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤הַֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤ב  א ֹּ֤ל־ב ֹּ֤ית ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤סַ ֹּ֤ת נ ֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤ש   ו ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ם־י ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤עַ ֹּ֤ט הַֹּ֤בַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ת ֹֹּּ֤֤מ ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤י  
הש  ֹּ֤הַֹּ֤  ׃ 

ֹּ֤חוֹּ֤ 5  ׃שּ  ֹּ֤ה ת ֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤ים ז ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤ר ב ֹּ֤ן־ש ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤ה י ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤ה ל ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤ם מ ֹּ֤ן־הַֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ים וּמ ֹּ֤ן־ה ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ז  ֹּ֤ים ת ֹּ֤ק  

ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ם 6 ֹּ֤ל ק ֹּ֤הַ ֹּ֤ל ע ֹּ֤דַ ֹּ֤ת־י ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ל ב  ֹּ֤ין ה ֹּ֤עַֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤וֹם לַֹּ֤ח  ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤שֹּ֤הַֹּ֤ז  ֹּ֤ה  ו ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤ט ֹּ֤וֹּּ֤א ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤כ   ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤ה ע ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ר י   ׃ ו ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤י  ה ל ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ם ֹֹּּ֤֤ל ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤ת עַ ֹּ֤ד אַֹּ֤ר 

 ׃ו ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤חוּ ֹֹּּ֤֤מ ֹּ֤ן־הַֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤ם  ו ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤וֹּּ֤עַֹּ֤ל־ש ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤י הַֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤זוּז  ֹּ֤ת ו ֹּ֤עַֹּ֤ל־הַֹּ֤מַֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤וֹף עַ ֹּ֤ל הַֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤ים א ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ר־י ֹּ֤אכ ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤וֹּּ֤א ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ה  ֹּ֤ם 7

ו ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤וֹּּ֤א ֹּ֤ת־הַֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ר בַֹּ֤לַ ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ה הַֹּ֤ז  ֹּ֤ה צ ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤י־א  ֹּ֤שֹּ֤וּמַֹּ֤צ ֹּ֤וֹת עַֹּ֤ל־מ ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤ים י ֹּ֤אכ ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤הו 8  ׃ ּ

ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤וֹּ֤ 9 ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤עַֹּ֤ל־כ ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤יוֹּ֤ ו ֹּ֤עַֹּ֤ל־ק ֹּ֤ר   ׃אַֹֹּ֤ל־ת ֹּ֤אכ ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤וֹּּ֤מ ֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤נּוּ ֹֹּּ֤֤נ  ֹּ֤א וּב ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ל מ ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ל בַֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ם כ  ֹּ֤י א ֹּ֤ם־צ ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤י־א  ֹּ֤שֹֹּּ֤֤ר ֹּ֤אש 

ו ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤א־תוֹת  ֹּ֤ירוֹּּ֤מ ֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤נּוֹּּ֤עַֹּ֤ד־ב  ֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤ר ו ֹּ֤הַֹּ֤נּ ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤ר מ ֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤נּוֹּּ֤עַֹּ֤ד־ב  ֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤ר ב ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤שֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤פו 10  ׃ּ

 ׃ ו ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ה ֹֹּּ֤֤ת ֹּ֤אכ ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤וֹּּ֤א ֹּ֤תוֹ ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤יכ  ֹּ֤ם ח ֹּ֤ג ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤יםֹּ֤ נַ ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤יכ ֹּ֤ם ֹֹּּ֤֤ב ֹּ֤רַֹּ֤ג ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤יכ  ֹּ֤םֹּ֤ וּמַֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤ם ב ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤ם וַֹּ֤א ֹּ֤כַֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤ם א ֹּ֤תוֹ ֹֹֹּּּ֤֤֤ב ֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤ז ֹּ֤וֹן פ  ֹּ֤סַֹּ֤חֹּ֤ ה ֹּ֤וּא לַֹּ֤יהו  ֹּ֤ה 11

ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤י ב ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤ץ־מ ֹּ֤צ ֹּ֤רַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ם ֹֹּּ֤֤בַֹּ֤לַ ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ה הַֹּ֤ז ֹּ֤ה ֹֹּּ֤֤ו ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ית  ֹּ֤י כ ֹּ֤ל־ב ֹּ֤כוֹר ֹֹּּ֤֤ב ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤ץ מ ֹּ֤צ ֹּ֤רַ ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ם מ ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤ם  ו ֹּ֤עַֹּ֤ד־ב ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤ה וּב ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ל־א ֹּ֤לֹה  ֹּ֤י מ ֹּ֤צ ֹּ֤רַ ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ם  12 ו ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤בַֹּ֤ר 
ההו  ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ ינ  ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ יםט  ֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ הש  ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤  ׃ 

 

ֹּ֤ם ו ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ית ֹּ֤י ֹֹּּ֤֤א ֹּ֤ת־הַֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤ם וּפ ֹּ֤סַֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤י  ע ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤ם ו ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤א־י  ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤ה ב ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤ם נ  ֹּ֤ג ֹּ֤ף ֹֹֹּּּ֤֤֤ 13 ו ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ה ֹֹּּ֤֤הַֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤ם ל ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤ם ל ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ת עַ ֹּ֤לֹּ֤ הַֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤ים ֹֹּּ֤֤א ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ר אַֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤ם ש  
םי ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤צ ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ ץר ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ ית  ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤הַֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ יתח  ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤מַֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤  ׃ 

ו ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ה ֹֹּּ֤֤הַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤וֹםֹּ֤ הַֹּ֤ז  ֹּ֤ה ל ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ם ֹֹּּ֤֤ל ֹּ֤ז ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤וֹן ו ֹּ֤חַֹּ֤ג ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤ם א ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤חַ ֹּ֤גֹּ֤ לַ ֹּ֤יהו  ֹּ֤ה ל ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤יכ  ֹּ֤ם ח ֹּ֤קַ ֹּ֤ת עוֹל  ֹּ֤ם ת ֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤ג  ֹּ֤הוֹּ֤ 14  ׃ּ
 

GRAMMA, SYNTAX, NOTES AND COMMENTS: 

12 The LORD told Moses and Aaron this in the land of Egypt: [a] 

אמֶר  וַי ֹּ֤
way-yō-mer 

And spoke Conj-w | V-Qal-

ConsecImperf-

3ms 

According to the Biblical record, neither Moses 

nor Aaron introduced any legislation of their 

own, either at this time or later. The whole 

system, religious, political, and ecclesiastical, 

was received by Divine Revelation, commanded 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12%3A1-14%3B+Genesis+3%3A15%3Bl+Isaiah+42%3A1-4%3B+Deuteronomy+17%3A18-20%3B+Numbers+21%3A4-8%3B+Daniel+6%3A16-23%3B++I+Kings+1%3A38-40%3B+Exodus+24%3A6-11%3B+Leviticus+16%3A15-22%3B+Jonah+2&version=EHV#fen-EHV-1818a
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/vaiyomer_559.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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by God, and merely established by the agency 

of the two brothers. 

 יְהוָה  
Yah-weh 

Yahweh N-proper-ms 
The God of free and faithful grace is the one 

who establishes this meal. 

 אֶל־
’el- 

to Prep 
 

ה שֶֶׁ֣  מ 
mō-šeh 

Moses N-proper-ms 
As with Genesis, there is little question as to the 

identity of the holy writer. Internally portions of 

Exodus are directly attributed to Moses (17:8-

14; 20:1-17; 24:4,7,12; 31:18; 34:1-27). 

Externally, the prophet Malachi (Malachi 4:4), 

the disciples (John 1:45), and the Apostle Paul 

(Romans 10:5) attribute this writing to Moses. 

Christ Himself also testifies to this (Mark 7:10; 

12:26; Luke 20:37; John 5:46f). Mosaic 

authorship of Exodus would place the recording 

of the book in the 1400’s BC. It seems that 

Moses kept a running journal of these things by 

God’s direction and inspiration (cf. 17:14) 

ל־  וְאֶֶֽ
wə-’el- 

and Conj-w | Prep 
 

ן  אַהֲר ֹ֔
’a-hă-rōn, 

Aaron N-proper-ms 
Aaron is important not only as the spokesman 

for Moses, but as the future High Priest of the 

nation.  

רֶץ   בְאֶֶ֥
bə-’e-reṣ 

in the land Prep-b | N-fsc 
By the words, "in the land of Egypt," the law of 

the Passover which follows is brought into 

connection with the giving of the law at Sinai 

and in the fields of Moab, and is distinguished 

in relation to the former as the first or 

foundation law for the congregation of Jehovah. 

The creation of Israel as the people of Jehovah 

(Isaiah 43:15) commenced with the institution 

of the Passover. – Keil and Delitzstche 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/yahweh_3068.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/el_413.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/mosheh_4872.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/veel_413.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/aharon_175.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/beeretz_776.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/isaiah/43-15.htm
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יִם   מִצְרַַ֖
miṣ-ra-yim 

of Egypt N-proper-fs 
 

ר׃  לֵאמ ֶֽ
lê-mōr. 

saying Prep-l | V-Qal-Inf 
 

 

2 This month is to be the beginning of your calendar. It is to be the first month of the year for 

you.  

דֶש  הַח ֹ֧
ha-ḥō-ḏeš 

month Art | N-ms 
calendar months, (1) with 

names  ִ׳ח יבהָאָב  Exodus 13:4; Exodus 

23:15; Exodus 34:18 (twice in verse) (all J E; = 1st 

month Exodus 12:2 P), Deuteronomy 

1 ׳ח זִו ;16:11  Kings 6:1 ( = 2nd mo. ib.; = 1 זִו יֶרַח  

Kings 6:37); compare 1 Kings 

8:2 ( הָאֵתָנִים יֶרַךְ = ׳הַח הַשְבִיעִי ), 1 Kings 

6:38 ( בוּל יֶרַח = ׳הַח הַשְמִינִי ); in the post-exilic 

books occur Babylonian names (see the several 

words). - Brown Driver Brings, 2b 

 הַזֶֶּ֛ה 
haz-zeh 

this Art | Pro-ms 
 

ם   לָכֶַ֖
lā-ḵem 

your Prep | 2mp 
 

אש  ר ֶׁ֣
rōš 

[shall be] 

beginning 

N-msc 
The Hebrews followed neither the Egyptian nor 

the Babylonian custom. The Egyptians began the 

year in June, with the first rise of the Nile; the 

Babylonians in Nisannu, at the vernal equinox. It 

was this month which was now made, by God’s 

command, the first month of the Hebrew year; 

but as yet it had not the name Nisan: it was 

called Abib (Exodus 13:4), the month of 

“greenness.” Henceforth the Hebrews had two 

years, a civil and a sacred one (Joseph., Ant. 

Jud., i. 3, § 3). The civil year began with Tisri, in 

the autumn, at the close of the harvest; the 

sacred year began with Abib (called afterwards 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/mitzrayim_4714.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/lemor_559.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hachodesh_2320.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/exodus/13-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/exodus/23-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/exodus/23-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/exodus/34-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/exodus/12-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/deuteronomy/16-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/deuteronomy/16-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_kings/6-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_kings/6-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_kings/6-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_kings/6-37.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_kings/6-37.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_kings/6-37.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_kings/6-37.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_kings/8-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_kings/8-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_kings/6-38.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_kings/6-38.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hazzeh_2088.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/englishmans_hebrew.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/rosh_7218.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/exodus/13-4.htm
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Nisan), six months earlier. It followed that the 

first civil was the seventh sacred month, 

and vice versa. 

ים  חֳדָשִִׁ֑
ḥo-ḏā-šîm; 

of months N-mp 
 

וֹן  רִאשֶ֥
ri-šō-wn 

the first Adj-ms 
 

 הוּא  
hū 

it Pro-3ms 
 

ם   לָכֶֹ֔
lā-ḵem, 

[shall be] to 

you 

Prep | 2mp 
The Lord makes all things new to those whom 

he delivers from the bondage of Satan, and 

takes to himself to be his people. The time when 

he does this is to them the beginning of a new 

life.  

י  לְחָדְשֵַ֖
lə-ḥā-ḏə-šê 

month Prep-l | N-mpc 
 

ה׃  הַשָנֶָֽ
haš-šā-nāh. 

of the year Art | N-fs 
 

 

3 Tell the entire Israelite community that on the tenth day of this month, they are to take a lamb 

or a young goat[b] for themselves, according to their fathers’ households, one lamb per 

household.  

 דַבְר֗וּ
dab-bə-rū, 

Speak V-Piel-Imp-mp 
 

ל־  אֶֶֽ
’el- 

to Prep 
 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/chodashim_2320.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/rishon_7223.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hu_1931.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/englishmans_hebrew.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/lechadeshei_2320.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hashshanah_8141.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12%3A1-14%3B+Genesis+3%3A15%3Bl+Isaiah+42%3A1-4%3B+Deuteronomy+17%3A18-20%3B+Numbers+21%3A4-8%3B+Daniel+6%3A16-23%3B++I+Kings+1%3A38-40%3B+Exodus+24%3A6-11%3B+Leviticus+16%3A15-22%3B+Jonah+2&version=EHV#fen-EHV-1820b
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/dabberu_1696.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/el_413.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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 כָל־
kāl- 

all N-msc 
 

ת   עֲדַֹּ֤
‘ă-ḏaṯ 

the congregation N-fsc 
Standing expression for Israel, as an 

organized religious community, or 

‘church.’ It occurs in P more than 100 

times, usually alone (‘the congregation’), 

sometimes with the addition of ‘of Israel’ 

(as here, vv. 6, 47, Leviticus 4:13), or ‘of 

the children of Israel’ (Exodus 16:1-2, 

&c.).  

 יִשְרָאֵל  
yiś-rā-’êl 

of Israel N-proper-ms 
 

ר  לֵאמ ֹ֔
lê-mōr, 

saying Prep-l | V-Qal-

Inf  

 

ר  בֶעָש ַ֖
be-‘ā-śōr 

On the tenth [day] Prep-b, Art | 

N-ms 

Palm Sunday for Christ was the tenth day 

of Nisan, the day the Passover lambs were 

chosen for sacrifice 

דֶש  לַח ֶׁ֣
la-ḥō-ḏeš 

month Prep-l, Art | N-

ms 

 

זִֶׁ֑ה הַ   
haz-zeh; 

of this Art | Pro-ms 
 

וּ  וְיִקְחֶׁ֣
wə-yiq-ḥū 

and shall take Conj-w | V-

Qal-

ConjImperf-

3mp 

 

ם   לָהֶ֗
lā-hem, 

for himself Prep | 3mp 
 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/kol_3605.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/adat_5712.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/leviticus/4-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/context/exodus/16-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/yisrael_3478.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/lemor_559.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/beasor_6218.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/lachodesh_2320.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hazzeh_2088.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/veyikchu_3947.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/englishmans_hebrew.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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יש  אִֶּ֛
’îš 

every man N-ms 
 

ה  שֶֶ֥
śeh 

a lamb N-ms 
 

 לְבֵית־
lə-ḇêṯ- 

according to the house Prep-l | N-msc 
According to the later Jews, fewer than 

ten (cf. Jos. BJ. vi. 9. 3; and Targ. Ps.-Jon. 

here), in accordance with the Rabb. 

exegesis of Numbers 14:27, that ten was 

the smallest number the could constitute 

a ‘congregation’ (the ‘congregation’ there 

being interpreted of the ten murmuring 

spies). 

ת  אָב ַ֖
’ā-ḇōṯ 

of [his] father N-mp 
 

ה  שֶֶ֥
śeh 

a lamb N-ms 
 

יִת׃  לַבֶָֽ
lab-bā-yiṯ. 

for a household Prep-l, Art | N-

ms 

 

 

4 But if the household is too small for a whole lamb, then that person and his neighbor next 

door to him must select one, based on the number of people. Determine what size lamb is 

needed according to how much each person will eat. 

 

 וְאִם־
wə-’im- 

And if Conj-w | Conj 
 

ט  יִמְעֶַׁ֣
yim-‘aṭ 

is too small V-Qal-Imperf-

3ms 

But if "the house be too small for a lamb" 

(lit., "small from the existence of a lamb," 

 is an existence משּׂה היות :comparative מן

which receives its purpose from the lamb, 

which answers to that purpose, viz., the 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/ish_376.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/seh_7716.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/leveit_1004.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/numbers/14-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/avot_1.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/seh_7716.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/labbayit_1004.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/veim_518.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/yimat_4591.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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consumption of the lamb, i.e., if a family is 

not numerous enough to consume a 

lamb), "let him (the house-father) and his 

nearest neighbour against his house take 

(sc., a lamb) according to the calculation 

of the persons." מכסה computatio 

(Leviticus 27:23), from כסס computare; 

and מכס, the calculated amount or 

number (Numbers 31:28): it only occurs in 

the Pentateuch. "Every one according to 

the measure of his eating shall ye reckon 

for the lamb:" i.e., in deciding whether 

several families had to unite, in order to 

consume one lamb, they were to estimate 

how much each person would be likely to 

eat. Consequently more than two families 

might unite for this purpose, when they 

consisted simply of the father and mother 

and little children. A later custom fixed 

ten as the number of persons to each 

paschal lamb; and Jonathan has 

interpolated this number into the text of 

his Targum. – Keil and Deiliztsch 

 הַבַיִת  
hab-ba-yiṯ 

the household Art | N-ms 
 

ת  מִהְי ֶׁ֣
mih-yōṯ 

- Prep-m | V-Qal-

Inf  

 

 מִשֶּׂה  
miś-śeh 

for the lamb Prep-m | N-ms 
 

ח  וְלָקֶַׁ֣
wə-lā-qaḥ 

and let take [it] Conj-w | V-Qal-

ConjPerf-3ms 

And if the household be too little for the 

lamb,.... That they cannot eat it up at 

once: 

let him and his neighbour next unto his 

house take it according to the number of 

the souls; which Josephus (e) says were 

never fewer than ten, and were often 

twenty, but no man might feast alone; 

https://biblehub.com/leviticus/27-23.htm
https://biblehub.com/numbers/31-28.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/habbayit_1004.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/mihyot_1961.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/misseh_7716.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/velakach_3947.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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with which agrees the Jewish canon 

(f),"they do not kill the passover lamb for 

a single person, nor even for a society 

consisting of one hundred, that cannot 

eat the quantity of an olive:" 

every man according to his eating shall 

make your count for the lamb: that is, a 

man must reckon up how many he has in 

his own house to eat of the lamb, and 

what their appetites be, by which he will 

he able to judge whether he can dispense 

with a lamb himself, or whether he must 

take in some of his neighbours, and how 

many, so as to eat up the whole lamb, for, 

for such persons the lamb was to be slain. 

The rule is,"if a man slays it for those that 

do not eat of it, or for those that are not 

counted, for the uncircumcised, and the 

unclean, it was wrong, and not allowed of 

(g).''The taking in his neighbours may 

respect the call of the Gentiles to partake 

of Christ with the Jews, see Ephesians 3:5. 

Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible 

 ה֗וּא 
hū, 

him Pro-3ms 
 

וֹ   וּשְכֵנֶּ֛
ū-šə-ḵê-nōw 

and his neighbor Conj-w | N-msc 

| 3ms 

 

ב  הַקָר ֶ֥
haq-qā-rōḇ 

next Art | Adj-ms 
 

 אֶל־
’el- 

to Prep 
 

וֹ  בֵיתַ֖
bê-ṯōw 

his house N-msc | 3ms 
 

https://biblehub.com/ephesians/3-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hu_1931.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/ushecheno_7934.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hakkaro_7138.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/el_413.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/beito_1004.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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ת  בְמִכְסֶַׁ֣
bə-miḵ-saṯ 

according to the 

number 

Prep-b | N-fsc 
 

ת  נְפָש ִׁ֑
nə-p̄ā-šōṯ; 

of the persons N-fp  
 

יש  אִִ֚
’îš 

man N-ms 
 

י  לְפִֶׁ֣
lə-p̄î 

according to Prep-l | N-msc 
 

וֹ   אָכְלֹ֔
’ā-ḵə-lōw, 

his eating V-Qal-Inf | 3ms 
 

סּוּ   תָכ ַ֖
tā-ḵōs-sū 

you shall make 

your count 

V-Qal-Imperf-

2mp 

 

 עַל־
‘al- 

for Prep 
 

ה׃  הַשֶֶּֽׂ
haś-śeh. 

the lamb Art | N-ms 
 

 

5 Your lamb must be unblemished, a year-old male. You may take it from the sheep or the 

goats.  

ה  שֶֶ֥
śeh 

Lamb N-ms 
 

ים  תָמִֶּ֛
ṯā-mîm 

without blemish Adj-ms 
Key word in the Old Testament -  Brown, 

Driver, Briggs: 

1 adjective complete, sound; 

 ;+ Genesis 6:9 ׳ת —

feminine תְמִימָה Leviticus 3:9 +; 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/bemichsat_4373.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/nefashot_5315.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/ish_376.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/lefi_6310.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/achelo_400.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/tachossu_3699.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/al_5921.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hasseh_7716.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/seh_7716.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/tamim_8549.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/genesis/6-9.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/leviticus/3-9.htm
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construct תְמִים Job 36:4; Job 37:16; 

plural תְמִימִים Ezekiel 

 ;Leviticus 23:15 תְמִימ ת ;+ 43:25

construct תְמִימֵי Psalm 119:1; Proverbs 

11:20; — 

1 complete, whole, entire, Job 36:4 תְמִים 

תדֵעו   , Job 37:16. 

2 whole, sound healthful, of 

men Proverbs 1:12 (""  חַיִים); vine Ezekiel 

15:5; usually of sacrificial P, P; Exodus 

12:5 40t., so Ezekiel 43:22 10t. 

3 complete, entire, of time: day Joshua 

10:13; year Leviticus 25:30; 

Sabbaths Leviticus 23:15. 

4 sound, wholesome, unimpaired, 

innocent, having integrity: of God's 

way Psalm 18:31 = 2 Samuel 22:31; 

work Deuteronomy 32:4; law Psalm 19:8; 

elsewhere of man Genesis 6:9; Genesis 

17:1 (P; both "" (לִפְנֵי) אֵת הִתְהַלֵח  

׳ת  י ׳עם  ;(אלהים  Deuteronomy 

18:13; Psalm 18:24, with  ל in "" 2 Samuel 

22:24; often with דֶרֶח way: ת  ׳דֶרֶח  Psalm 

יךָ ;101:2 ׳ת בִדְרָכֶֶ֫  Ezekiel 28:15; תְמִימֵי 

רֶח  Proverbs 11:20; Psalm דִָׁ֑

2 ת ׳וַיַתֵר  דרכו ;119:1  Samuel 22:33 "" ׳וַיִתֵן 

דַרְכִי ת  Psalm 18:33;  ת בדרך ׳הלך  Psalm 

תמים הלך ,omitted דֶרֶח ;101:6 , Proverbs 

28:18; Psalm 15:2; ת ׳לב  Psalm 119:80; = 

noun (late), man of integrity Proverbs 

11:5; Job 12:4; plural Proverbs 

2:21; Proverbs 28:10; Psalm 37:18. 

5 as neuter adjective = substantive what 

is complete, entirely in accord with truth 

and fact:   ת בֵר ׳ד  Amos 

אֱמֶת ;5:10 וּבְת עֲשִיתֶם׳אִםבֶֶּֿ  Judges 

׳י  ׳בְת וּבֶאֱמֶת  עִבְדוּ ;9:16,19  Joshua 

24:14 (E); integrity ת ׳גְבַר  Psalm 

18:26 (construct Ges§ 93s; "" 2 Samuel 

https://biblehub.com/interlinear/job/36-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/job/37-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/ezekiel/43-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/ezekiel/43-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/leviticus/23-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/119-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/proverbs/11-20.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/proverbs/11-20.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/job/36-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/job/37-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/proverbs/1-12.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/ezekiel/15-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/ezekiel/15-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/exodus/12-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/exodus/12-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/ezekiel/43-22.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/joshua/10-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/joshua/10-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/leviticus/25-30.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/leviticus/23-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/18-31.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_samuel/22-31.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/deuteronomy/32-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/19-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/genesis/6-9.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/genesis/17-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/genesis/17-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/deuteronomy/18-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/deuteronomy/18-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/18-24.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_samuel/22-24.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_samuel/22-24.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/101-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/101-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/ezekiel/28-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/proverbs/11-20.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/119-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/119-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_samuel/22-33.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_samuel/22-33.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_samuel/22-33.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/18-33.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/101-6.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/101-6.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/proverbs/28-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/proverbs/28-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/15-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/119-80.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/proverbs/11-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/proverbs/11-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/job/12-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/proverbs/2-21.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/proverbs/2-21.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/proverbs/28-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/37-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/amos/5-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/amos/5-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/judges/9-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/judges/9-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/joshua/24-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/joshua/24-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/18-26.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/18-26.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_samuel/22-26.htm
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ת 22:26 2 ,(גִבו  Sam 84:12; לְכִים 1 — .בְת ׳ה   

Samuel 14:41 see 4 ת ם  

 

ר   זָכֶָ֥
zā-ḵār 

a male N-ms The sex of the animal was important! 

 בֶן־ 
ben- 

of the first N-msc As the lamb was intended as a sacrifice 

(Exodus 12:27), the characteristics were 

significant. Freedom from blemish and 

injury not only befitted the sacredness of 

the purpose to which they were devoted, 

but was a symbol of the moral integrity of 

the person represented by the sacrifice. It 

was to be a male, as taking the place of 

the male first-born of Israel; and a year 

old, because it was not till then that it 

reached the full, fresh vigour of its life. – 

Keil and Deilztzch 

 שָנַָ֖ה
šā-nāh 

year N-fs  
 

 יִהְיֶֶׁ֣ה
yih-yeh 

shall be V-Qal-Imperf-

3ms 

 

ם לָ  כִֶׁ֑  
lā-ḵem; 

Your Prep | 2mp 
 

 מִן־ 
min- 

from Prep 
 

ים   הַכְבָשִֶ֥
hak-kə-ḇā-śîm 

the sheep Art | N-mp 
 

 וּמִן־ 
ū-min- 

or from Conj-w | Prep 
 

https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_samuel/22-26.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_samuel/14-41.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_samuel/14-41.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_samuel/14-41.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_samuel/14-41.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/zachar_2145.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/ben_1121.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/exodus/12-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/shanah_8141.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/yihyeh_1961.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/englishmans_hebrew.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/min_4480.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hakkevasim_3532.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/umin_4480.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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ים   הָעִזִַ֖
hā-‘iz-zîm 

the goats Art | N-fp 
 

חוּ׃  תִקֶָֽ
tiq-qā-ḥū. 

You may take [it] V-Qal-Imperf-

2mp 

 

Further notes: 

 

6 You are to keep it until the fourteenth day of this month. Then the whole assembly of the 

Israelite community is to slaughter the lambs at sunset.[c]  

 וְהָיָֹּ֤ה
wə-hā-yāh 

And you shall Conj-w | V-Qal-

ConjPerf-3ms 

 

 לָכֶם  
lā-ḵem 

it Prep | 2mp 
 

רֶת  לְמִשְמֶֹ֔
lə-miš-me-reṯ, 

keep Prep-l | N-fs 
cf. Exodus 16:23; Exodus 16:32-

34, Numbers 17:10 [Heb. 25], Exodus 

19:9. 

ד  עֶַׁ֣
‘aḏ 

until Prep 
 

ה   אַרְבָעֶָ֥
’ar-bā-‘āh 

four Number-ms 
Jesus and his disciples witnessed the 

slaughtering of the Passover lambs and 

celebrated Passover on the 14th Day of 

Nisan.  – Maundy Thursday.  

ר  עָשֶָּ֛
‘ā-śār 

[and] ten Number-ms 
 

וֹם  יַ֖
yō-wm 

the day N-ms 
 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/haizzim_5795.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/tikkachu_3947.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12%3A1-14%3B+Genesis+3%3A15%3Bl+Isaiah+42%3A1-4%3B+Deuteronomy+17%3A18-20%3B+Numbers+21%3A4-8%3B+Daniel+6%3A16-23%3B++I+Kings+1%3A38-40%3B+Exodus+24%3A6-11%3B+Leviticus+16%3A15-22%3B+Jonah+2&version=EHV#fen-EHV-1823c
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/vehayah_1961.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/englishmans_hebrew.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/lemishmeret_4931.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/exodus/16-23.htm
https://biblehub.com/context/exodus/16-32.htm
https://biblehub.com/context/exodus/16-32.htm
https://biblehub.com/numbers/17-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/exodus/19-9.htm
https://biblehub.com/exodus/19-9.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/ad_5704.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/arbaah_702.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/asar_6240.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/yom_3117.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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דֶש  לַח ֶׁ֣
la-ḥō-ḏeš 

of month Prep-l, Art | N-ms 
 

 הַזִֶׁ֑ה 
haz-zeh; 

this Art | Pro-ms 
 

וּ  וְשָחֲטֶׁ֣
wə-šā-ḥă-ṭū 

and shall kill Conj-w | V-Qal-

ConjPerf-3cp 

 

ת֗וֹ  א 
’ō-ṯōw, 

it DirObjM | 3ms 
 

ל   כ ֶּ֛
kōl 

the whole N-msc 
 

ל   קְהֶַ֥
qə-hal 

assembly N-msc 
 

ת־  עֲדֶַֽ
‘ă-ḏaṯ- 

of the 

congregation 

N-fsc 
 

ל  יִשְרָאֵַ֖
yiś-rā-’êl 

of Israel N-proper-ms 
 

ין  בֵֶ֥
bên 

at Prep 
Literally, between the evenings. 

In Exodus 29:39; Exodus 29:41 ‘between 

the two evenings’ is also assigned as the 

time at which the daily burnt-offering 

was to be offered: when the two collided, 

the daily burnt-offering was offered an 

hour earlier (slaughtered, half-an-hour 

after the 7th hour, and sacrificed half-an-

hour after the 8th hour). 

יִם׃   הָעַרְבֶָֽ
hā-‘ar-bā-yim. 

twilight Art | N-md 
 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/lachodesh_2320.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hazzeh_2088.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/veshachatu_7819.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/oto_853.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/kol_3605.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/kehal_6951.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/adat_5712.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/yisrael_3478.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/bein_996.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/exodus/29-39.htm
https://biblehub.com/exodus/29-41.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/haarbayim_6153.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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7 They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses 

where they eat the lamb.  

 

קְחוּ    וְלֶָֽ
wə-lā-qə-ḥū 

And they shall take Conj-w | 

V-Qal-

ConjPerf-

3cp 

 

 מִן־ 
min- 

[some] Prep 
 

ם  הַדָֹ֔
had-dām, 

of the blood Art | N-

ms 

 

וּ  תְנֶּ֛  וְנֶָֽ
wə-nā-ṯə-nū 

and put [it] Conj-w | 

V-Qal-

ConjPerf-

3cp 

 

 עַל־
‘al- 

on Prep 
 

י  שְתֵֶ֥
šə-tê 

two Number-

fdc  

They shall take of the blood. The blood, 

which, according to Hebrew ideas, "is the 

life," and so the very essence of the 

sacrifice, was always regarded as the 

special symbol of that expiation and 

atonement, with a view to which sacrifice 

was instituted. As by the Paschal sacrifice 

atonement was made for the house, which 

was therefore to escape unscathed, the 

sign of atonement was to be conspicuously 

placed upon it. And strike. The "striking" 

was to be by means of a bunch of hyssop 

dipped in the blood (ver. 22). The selection 

of the doorway as the part of the house to 

receive the stains of blood is probably to be 

connected with the idea that the secondary 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/velakechu_3947.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/min_4480.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/haddam_1818.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/venatenu_5414.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/al_5921.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/shetei_8147.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm


 

21 
 

2021 LENTEN SERIES – ROAD TO REDEMPTION – NEW ULM NORTH 

CIRCUIT 

agency producing death, whatever it was, 

would enter by the door - and if the door 

showed the house to have been atoned for, 

would not enter. The upper door-past. The 

word used is elsewhere translated "lintel" 

(Exodus 12:22, 23); but it seems properly to 

mean the latticed window which was 

commonly placed over a doorway in 

Egyptian houses, and which is often 

represented in the facades of tombs. (See 

Lepsius, Denkmaler, pt. 2. pls. 16,17, 147, 

etc.) It is derived from a root signifying "to 

look out." Exodus 12:7 – Pulpit 

Commentary 

ת   הַמְזוּז ַ֖
ham-mə-zū-zōṯ 

the doorposts Art | N-fp 
 

 וְעַל־
wə-‘al- 

and on Conj-w | 

Prep 

Some of the blood was to be put (נתן as 

in Leviticus 4:18, where יתן is distinguished 

from הזה, to sprinkle, in Leviticus 4:17) 

upon the two posts and the lintel of the 

door of the house in which the lamb was 

eaten. This blood was to be to them a sign 

(Exodus 12:13); for when Jehovah passed 

through Egypt to smite the first-born, He 

would see the blood, and would spare 

these houses, and not permit the destroyer 

to enter them (Exodus 12:13, Exodus 

12:23). The two posts with the lintel 

represented the door (Exodus 12:23), 

which they surrounded; and the doorway 

through which the house was entered 

stood for the house itself, as we may see 

from the frequent expression "in thy 

gates," for in thy towns (Exodus 

20:10; Deuteronomy 5:14; Deuteronomy 

12:17, etc.). The threshold, which belonged 

to the door quite as much as the lintel, was 

not to be smeared with blood, in order that 

the blood might not be trodden under foot. 

But the smearing of the door-posts and 

lintel with blood, the house was expiated 

https://biblehub.com/exodus/12-22.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hammezuzot_4201.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/veal_5921.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
http://biblehub.com/leviticus/4-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/leviticus/4-17.htm
https://biblehub.com/exodus/12-13.htm
http://biblehub.com/exodus/12-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/exodus/12-23.htm
https://biblehub.com/exodus/12-23.htm
https://biblehub.com/exodus/12-23.htm
https://biblehub.com/exodus/20-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/exodus/20-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/5-14.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/12-17.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/12-17.htm
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and consecrated on an altar. That the 

smearing with blood was to be regarded as 

an act of expiation, is evident from the 

simple fact, that a hyssop-bush was used 

for the purpose (Exodus 12:22); for 

sprinkling with hyssop is never prescribed 

in the law, except in connection with 

purification in the sense of expiation 

(Leviticus 14:49.; Numbers 19:18-19). In 

Egypt the Israelites had no common altar; 

and for this reason, the houses in which 

they assembled for the Passover were 

consecrated as altars, and the persons 

found in them were thereby removed from 

the stroke of the destroyer. In this way the 

smearing of the door-posts and lintel 

became a sign to Israel of their deliverance 

from the destroyer. Jehovah made it so by 

His promise, that He would see the blood, 

and pass over the houses that were 

smeared with it. Through faith in this 

promise, Israel acquired in the sign a firm 

pledge of its deliverance. The smearing of 

the doorway was relinquished, after Moses 

(not Josiah, as Vaihinger supposes, 

cf. Deuteronomy 16:5-6) had transferred 

the slaying of the lambs to the court of the 

sanctuary, and the blood had been ordered 

to be sprinkled upon the altar there. – K 

and D 

וֹף  הַמַשְקִׁ֑
ham-maš-qō-wp̄; 

the lintel Art | N-

ms 

 

ל   עִַ֚
‘al 

of Prep 
 

ים תִֹ֔  הַבֶָׁ֣
hab-bāt-tîm, 

the houses Art | N-

mp 

 

https://biblehub.com/exodus/12-22.htm
https://biblehub.com/leviticus/14-49.htm
http://biblehub.com/numbers/19-18.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/16-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hammashkof_4947.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/al_5921.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/habbattim_1004.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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 אֲשֶר־
’ă-šer- 

which Pro-r 
 

וּ   י אכְלֶ֥
yō-ḵə-lū 

they eat V-Qal-

Imperf-

3mp 

 

וֹ תַ֖  א 
’ō-ṯōw 

it DirObjM | 

3ms 

 

ם׃  בָהֶֶֽ
bā-hem. 

in Prep | 

3mp 

 

 

8 That night they shall eat the meat that has been roasted over a fire, along with unleavened 

bread. They shall eat it with bitter herbs.  

וּ   וְאָכְלֶ֥
wə-’ā-ḵə-lū 

And they shall eat Conj-w | V-

Qal-ConjPerf-

3cp 

 

 אֶת־
’eṯ- 

- DirObjM 
 

ר  הַבָשַָ֖
hab-bā-śār 

the flesh Art | N-ms 
 

יְלָה  בַלֶַׁ֣
bal-lay-lāh 

on night Prep-b, Art | 

N-ms 

In that night, i.e. the night following the 

fourteenth, and beginning the fifteenth 

day. The lamb was killed upon the 

fourteenth day, in the evening or close 

thereof, but it was eaten upon the 

fifteenth day, to wit, in the beginning of 

it; whence the passover is said to be 

offered sometimes upon the fourteenth, 

and sometimes upon the fifteenth day, 

which may serve for the reconciliation of 

some seemingly contrary scriptures. 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/asher_834.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/yochelu_398.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/oto_853.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/englishmans_hebrew.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/veachelu_398.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/et_853.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/habbasar_1320.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/ballaylah_3915.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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 הַזִֶׁ֑ה 
haz-zeh; 

this Art | Pro-ms 
 

 צְלִי־ 
ṣə-lî- 

roasted in N-msc 
Roast with fire; partly for 

expedition, Exodus 12:11; and principally 

to be a type of the Lamb of God, Christ, 

and of the sharp and dreadful pains 

which he suffered, not only from men, 

but from God too, and from the fire of his 

sore displeasure against sinners, whose 

place and person Christ sustained in his 

sufferings. 

 

ש  אֵֶׁ֣
’êš 

fire N-cs 
 

וֹת  וּמַצֹ֔
ū-maṣ-ṣō-wṯ, 

and with unleavened 

bread 

Conj-w | N-fp 
Unleavened bread; partly, as a 

monument of their speedy departure out 

of Egypt, which gave them not time to 

leaven their bread, Exodus 12:34, which 

is the reason alleged for it, Deu 16:3; 

partly, to teach us how men should be 

qualified that come to the sacrament, 

they should be purged from error, and 

pride, and malice, and hypocrisy, which 

are called and compared to 

leaven, Matthew 16:6,11 Lu 12:1 1 

Corinthians 5:8; and partly, to signify the 

singular purity of Christ from all kind of 

spiritual leaven. 

 

 עַל־
‘al- 

[and] with Prep 
 

ים רִַ֖  מְר 
mə-rō-rîm 

bitter [herbs] N-mp 
And with bitter herbs; both to remind 

them of their hard service and bitter 

usage in Egypt, Exodus 1:14, from which 

God delivered them, Deu 16:3; and to 

prefigure the further crosses and troubles 
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which they were to expect between their 

going out of Egypt and coming to Canaan. 

Or, with bitternesses, i.e. with great 

bitterness, or with grief of heart, that 

together with faith in God and in Christ, 

and hope and joy for their approaching 

deliverance, they might exercise bitter 

and hearty repentance for their 

idolatries, and other sinful practices 

whereof they were guilty in Egypt. And 

this instructs us as well as them of the 

absolute necessity of true and bitter 

repentance in all those that would 

profitably feed upon Christ our Passover. 

הוּ׃ י אכְ  ֶֽ ל   
yō-ḵə-lu-hū. 

they shall eat it V-Qal-Imperf-

3mp | 3ms 

 

 

Keil’s comments are useful here on this verse –  

With regard to the preparation of the lamb for the meal, the following directions were given: "They shall 
eat the lamb in that night" (i.e., the night following the 14th), and none of it נא ("underdone" or raw), or 
מבשל במים ,.boiled," - lit., done, viz") בשל , done in water, i.e., boiled, as  בשל does not mean to be boiled, 
but to become ripe or done, Joel 3:13); "but roasted with fire, even its head on (along with) its thighs 
and entrails;" i.e., as Rashi correctly explains it, "undivided or whole, so that neither head nor thighs 
were cut off, and not a bone was broken (Exodus 12:46), and the viscera were roasted in the belly along 
with the entrails," the latter, of course, being first of all cleansed. On  כרעים and קרב see Leviticus 1:9. 
These regulations are all to be regarded from one point of view. The first two, neither underdone nor 
boiled, were connected with the roasting of the animal whole. As the roasting no doubt took place on a 
spit, since the Israelites while in Egypt can hardly have possessed such ovens of their own, as are 
prescribed in the Talmud and are met with in Persia, the lamb would be very likely to be roasted 
imperfectly, or underdone, especially in the hurry that must have preceded the exodus (Exodus 12:11). 
By boiling, again, the integrity of the animal would have been destroyed, partly through the fact that it 
could never have been got into a pot whole, as the Israelites had no pots or kettles sufficiently large, and 
still more through the fact that, in boiling, the substance of the flesh is more or less dissolved. For it is 
very certain that the command to roast was not founded upon the hurry of the whole procedure, as a 
whole animal could be quite as quickly boiled as roasted, if not even more quickly, and the Israelites 
must have possessed the requisite cooking utensils. It was to be roasted, in order that it might be placed 
upon the table undivided and essentially unchanged. "Through the unity and integrity of the lamb given 
them to eat, the participants were to be joined into an undivided unity and fellowship with the Lord, 
who had provided them with the meal" (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:17). 
(Note: See my Archologie i. p. 386. Baehr (Symb. 2, 635) has given the true explanation: "By avoiding the 
breaking of the bones, the animal was preserved in complete integrity, undisturbed and entire (Psalm 
34:20). The sacrificial lamb to be eaten was to be thoroughly and perfectly whole, and at the time of 
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eating was to appear as a perfect whole, and therefore as one; for it is not what is dissected, divided, 
broken in pieces, but only what is whole, that is eo ipso one. There was not other reason for this, than 
that all who took part in this one whole animal, i.e., all who ate of it, should look upon themselves as 
one whole, one community, like those who eat the New Testament Passover, the body of Christ (1 
Corinthians 5:7), of whom the apostle says (1 Corinthians 10:17), "There is one bread, and so we, being 
many, are one body: for we are all partakers of one body." The preservation of Christ, so that not a bone 
was broken, had the same signification; and God ordained this that He might appear as the true paschal 
lamb, that was slain for the sins of the world.") 
They were to eat it with מצות (ἄζυμα, azymi panes; lxx, Vulg.), i.e., (not sweet, or parched, but) pure 
loaves, nor fermented with leaven; for leaven, which sets the dough in fermentation, and so produces 
impurity, was a natural symbol of moral corruption, and was excluded from the sacrifices therefore as 
defiling (Leviticus 2:11). 
"Over (upon) bitter herbs they shall eat it." מררים, πικρίδες (lxx), lactucae agrestes (Vulg.), probably 
refers to various kinds of bitter herbs. Πικρίς, according to Aristot. Hist. an. 9, 6, and Plin. h. n. 8, 41, is 
the same as lactuca silvestris, or wild lettuce; but in Dioscor. 2, 160, it is referred to as the wild σέρις or 
κιχώριον, i.e., wild endive, the intubus or intubum of the Romans. As lettuce and endive are indigenous 
in Egypt, and endive is also met with in Syria from the beginning of the winter months to the end of 
March, and lettuce in April and May, it is to these herbs of bitter flavor that the term merorim chiefly 
applies; though others may also be included, as the Arabs apply the same term to Scorzonera orient., 
Picris scabra, Sonclus oler., Hieracium uniflor., and others (Forsk. flor. cxviii. and 143); and in the 
Mishnah, Pes. 2, 6, five different varieties of bitter herbs are reckoned as merorim, though it is difficult 
to determine what they are (cf. Bochart, Hieroz. 1, pp. 691ff., and Cels. Hierobot. ii. p. 727). By  על (upon) 
the bitter herbs are represented, both here and in Numbers 9:11, not as an accompaniment to the 
meat, but as the basis of the meal. על does not signify along with, or indicate accompaniment, not even 
in Exodus 35:22; but in this and other similar passages it still retains its primary signification, upon or 
over. It is only used to signify accompaniment in cases where the ideas of protection, meditation, or 
addition are prominent. If, then, the bitter herbs are represented in this passage as the basis of the 
meal, and the unleavened bread also in Numbers 9:11, it is evident that the bitter herbs were not 
intended to be regarded as a savoury accompaniment, by which more flavour was imparted to the 
sweeter food, but had a more profound signification. The bitter herbs were to call to mind the bitterness 
of life experienced by Israel in Egypt (Exodus 1:14), and this bitterness was to be overpowered by the 
sweet flesh of the lamb. In the same way the unleavened loaves are regarded as forming part of the 
substance of the meal in Numbers 9:11, in accordance with their significance in relation to it 
(vid., Exodus 12:15). There is no discrepancy between this and Deuteronomy 16:3, where the mazzoth 
are spoken of as an accompaniment to the flesh of the sacrifice; for the allusion there is not to the 
eating of the paschal lamb, but to sacrificial meals held during the seven days' festival. 

 

9 Do not eat it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over a fire—with its head, its legs, and its 
internal organs.  

 

 אַל־
’al- 

Not Adv   

וּ  ת אכְלֹּ֤
tō-ḵə-lū 

do eat V-Qal-Imperf-2mp  
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נּוּ  מִמֶ    
mim-men-nū 

it Prep | 3ms  

א  נָֹ֔
nā, 

raw Adj-ms  

ל   וּבָשֵֶ֥
ū-ḇā-šêl 

nor boiled Conj-w | Adj-ms  

שַָ֖  למְב   
mə-ḇuš-šāl 

boiled at all V-Pual-Prtcpl-ms  

יִם  בַמִָׁ֑
bam-mā-yim; 

with water Prep-b, Art | N-mp  

י  כִֶׁ֣
kî 

- Conj  

 אִם־
’im- 

but Conj  

 צְלִי־
ṣə-lî- 

roasted N-msc  

ש  אֵֹ֔
’êš, 

in fire N-cs  

וֹ  ר אשֶ֥
rō-šōw 

its head N-msc | 3ms  

 עַל־
‘al- 

with Prep  

יו  כְרָעַָ֖
kə-rā-‘āw 

its legs N-fpc | 3ms  

 וְעַל־
wə-‘al- 

and Conj-w | Prep  

וֹ׃  קִרְבֶֽ
qir-bōw. 

its entrails N-msc | 3ms  

 
 
10 You shall not leave any of it until the morning. Whatever remains until the morning, you shall burn in 
the fire.  
 

 וְל א־
wə-lō- 

And none Conj-w | Adv-
NegPrt 

Nothing of it to be left over to the morning. An 
injunction given generally in the case of sacrifices, 
and intended to guard against profanation of the 
sacred flesh: Exodus 23:18 = Exodus 
34:25; Deuteronomy 16:4 (of the Passover); Leviticus 
7:15.  
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*Aside – This is one of the historic reasons why 
Lutheran pastors placed the wafer on the tongue of 
the communicant. They were afraid that if it was not 
taken and eaten at the rail, it would be horded for 
superstitious reasons.  

ירוּ   תוֹתִֶ֥
ṯō-w-ṯî-rū 

You shall let 
remain 

V-Hifil-Imperf-
2mp 

 

נּוּ   מִמֶַ֖
mim-men-nū 

of it Prep | 3ms  

 עַד־
‘aḏ- 

until Prep  

קֶר  ב ִׁ֑
bō-qer; 

morning N-ms  

ר  תֶָ֥  וְהַנּ 
wə-han-nō-ṯār 

and what 
remains 

Conj-w, Art | 
V-Nifal-Prtcpl-
ms 

 

נּוּ   מִמֶֶּ֛
mim-men-nū 

of it Prep | 3ms  

 עַד־
‘aḏ- 

until Prep  

קֶר  ב ַ֖
bō-qer 

morning N-ms  

ש  בָאֵֶ֥
bā-’êš 

with fire Prep-b, Art | 
N-cs 

 

פוּ׃   תִשְר ֶֽ
tiś-rō-p̄ū. 

you shall 
burn 

V-Qal-Imperf-
2mp 

 

 
11 This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt ready for travel,[d] your sandals on 
your feet, and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover. 
 

 וְכָכָה  
wə-ḵā-ḵāh 

And thus Conj-w | Adv  

וּ  ת אכְלֶׁ֣
tō-ḵə-lū 

you shall 
eat 

V-Qal-Imperf-
2mp 

 

תוֹ    א 
’ō-ṯōw 

it DirObjM | 3ms  

ם   מָתְנֵיכֶֶׁ֣
mā-ṯə-nê-ḵem 

your waist N-mdc | 2mp  
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ים   חֲג רִֹ֔
ḥă-ḡu-rîm, 

[with] a 
belt on 

V-Qal-
QalPassPrtcpl-
mp 

 

עֲלֵיכֶם    נֶַֽ
na-‘ă-lê-ḵem 

your 
sandals 

N-fpc | 2mp  sandals, not commonly worn inside the house, were 
to be put on the feet, and a walking-stick was to be 
held in one hand. 

ם   בְרַגְלֵיכֶֹ֔
bə-raḡ-lê-ḵem, 

on your 
feet 

Prep-b | N-fdc | 
2mp 

 

ם   וּמַקֶלְכֶַ֖
ū-maq-qel-ḵem 

and your 
staff 

Conj-w | N-msc 
| 2mp 

 

ם   בְיֶדְכִֶׁ֑
bə-yeḏ-ḵem; 

in your 
hand 

Prep-b | N-fsc | 
2mp 

 

ם   וַאֲכַלְתֶֹּ֤
wa-’ă-ḵal-tem 

so you 
shall eat 

Conj-w | V-Qal-
ConjPerf-2mp 

 

תוֹ    א 
’ō-ṯōw 

it DirObjM | 3ms  

וֹן   בְחִפָזֹ֔
bə-ḥip-pā-zō-wn, 

in haste Prep-b | N-ms  

סַח  פֶֶ֥
pe-saḥ 

Passover N-ms  

וּא  הַ֖
hū 

it Pro-3ms  

 לַיהוֶָֽה׃
Yah-weh. 

[is] 
Yahweh 

Prep-l | N-
proper-ms 
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12 For on that night I will pass through the land of Egypt. I will strike down every firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both people and animals. Against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment. I am the LORD.  

 

י   וְעָבַרְתִֶׁ֣

wə-‘ā-ḇar-tî 

For I will pass Conj-w | V-

Qal-ConjPerf-

1cs 

In Exodus 12:12 and Exodus 12:13 the name pesach is 
explained. In that night Jehovah would pass through 
Egypt, smite all the first-born of man and beast, 
execute judgment upon all the gods of Egypt, and 
pass over (פסח) the Israelites. In what the judgment 
upon all the gods of Egypt consisted, it is hard to 
determine.  

רֶץ־  בְאֶֶֽ

ḇə-’e-reṣ- 

through the 

land 

Prep-b | N-fsc The meaning of these words is not exhausted by 
Calvin's remark: "God declared that He would be a 
judge against the false gods, because it was most 
apparent then, now little help was to be found in 
them, and how vain and fallacious was their 
worship."  

 מִצְרַיִם  

miṣ-ra-yim 

of Egypt N-proper-fs The gods of Egypt were spiritual authorities and 
powers, δαιμόνια, which governed the life and spirit 
of the Egyptians.  

יְלָה  בַלֶַׁ֣

bal-lay-lāh 

on night Prep-b, Art | 

N-ms 

Hence the judgment upon them could not consist of 
the destruction of idols, as Ps. Jonathan's paraphrase 
supposes: idola fusa colliquescent, lapidea 
concidentur, testacea confringentur, lignea in 
cinerem redigentur.. 

 הַזֶה  

haz-zeh 

this Art | Pro-ms For there is nothing said about this; but in v. 29 the 
death of the first-born of men and cattle alone is 
mentioned as the execution of the divine threat; and 
in Numbers 33:4 also the judgment upon the gods is 
connected with the burial of the first-born, without 
special reference to anything besides.  

י  וְהִכֵיתִֹּ֤

wə-hik-kê-ṯî 

and will 

strike 

Conj-w | V-

Hifil-ConjPerf-

1cs 

From this it seems to follow pretty certainly, that the 
judgments upon the gods of Egypt consisted in the 
slaying of the first-born of man and beast.  

 כָל־ 

ḵāl 

all N-msc But the slaying of the first-born was a judgment upon 
the gods, not only because the impotence and 
worthlessness of the fancied gods were displayed in 
the consternation produced by this stroke, but still 
more directly in the fact, that in the slaying of the 
king's son and many of the first-born animals, the 
gods of Egypt, which were worshipped both in their 
kings and also in certain sacred animals, such as the 
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bull Apis and the goat Nendes, were actually smitten 
themselves – K and D 

 בְכוֹר  

bə-ḵō-wr 

the firstborn N-ms  

רֶץ  בְאֶֶׁ֣

bə-’e-reṣ 

in the land Prep-b | N-fsc  

יִם   מִצְרַֹ֔

miṣ-ra-yim, 

of Egypt N-proper-fs  

ם  מֵאָדַָ֖

mê-’ā-ḏām 

from man Prep-m | N-ms  

 וְעַד־

wə-‘aḏ- 

and to Conj-w | Prep  

ה   בְהֵמִָׁ֑

bə-hê-māh; 

beast N-fs The fact that all the animals as well as the houses is a 

two-fold strike! One, it destroyed the “totem” of 

their worship, for the animals were hailed as faces of 

the gods. But it also affirmed that the Lord, the God 

of Israel, was no limited god of a particular pantheon. 

He was the only true God.  

 וּבְכָל־

ū-ḇə-ḵāl 

and against 

all 

Conj-w, Prep-b 

| N-msc 

 

י   אֱלֹהֵֶ֥

’ĕ-lō-hê 

the gods N-mpc  

יִם   מִצְרֶַּ֛

miṣ-ra-yim 

of Egypt N-proper-fs  

ה עֱשֶֶ֥  אֶֶֽ

’e-‘ĕ-śeh 

I will execute V-Qal-Imperf-

1cs 
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ים   שְפָטִַ֖

šə-p̄ā-ṭîm 

judgment N-mp  

י  אֲנִֶ֥

’ă-nî 

I Pro-1cs  

 יְהוֶָֽה׃

Yah-weh. 

[am] Yahweh N-proper-ms  

 

 

13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are. When I see the blood, I will pass over 
you. There will be no plague among you to destroy you when I strike down the land of Egypt. 

 וְהָיָה  

wə-hā-yāh 

And shall be Conj-w | 

V-Qal-

ConjPerf-

3ms 

 

ם  הַדָָּ֨

had-dām 

the blood Art | N-ms  

ם   לָכֶֶ֜

lā-ḵem 

for you Prep | 

2mp 

 

ת   לְא ֗

lə-’ōṯ, 

a sign Prep-l | N-

cs 

Exodus 13:9; Exodus 13:16, Exodus 31:13; Exodus 

31:17; Genesis 9:12-13; Genesis 9:17; Genesis 

17:11; Joshua 2:12. 

ל  עַֹּ֤

‘al 

on Prep  

 הַבָתִים  

hab-bāt-tîm 

the houses Art | N-

mp 
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ר  אֲשֶֶׁ֣

’ă-šer 

where Pro-r  

ם  אַתֶֶׁ֣

’at-tem 

you [are] Pro-2mp  

ם   שָֹ֔

šām, 

- Adv   

יתִי    וְרָאִ 

wə-rā-’î-ṯî 

and when I see Conj-w | 

V-Qal-

ConjPerf-

1cs 

 

 אֶת־

’eṯ- 

- DirObjM  

ם  הַדָֹ֔

had-dām, 

the blood Art | N-ms  

י  וּפָסַחְתִַ֖

ū-p̄ā-saḥ-tî 

and I will pass Conj-w | 

V-Qal-

ConjPerf-

1cs 

The Heb. is pâsaḥ, cognate with pésaḥ, ‘passover.’ 
Except here, and vv. 23, 27, the word occurs only 
in Isaiah 31:5 ‘As birds flying, so will Jehovah 
protect Jerusalem: he will protect and deliver, he 
will pass over and rescue.’ The word is not found in 
this sense in the cognate languages: there is a 
presumption that it is the same word as pâsaḥ, 
to limp (1 Kings 18:21; 1 Kings 18:26. 

ם   עֲלֵכִֶׁ֑

‘ă-lê-ḵem; 

over you Prep | 

2mp 

 

א־  וְל ֶֽ

wə-lō- 

and not Conj-w | 

Adv-

NegPrt 
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ה  הְיֶָּ֨  יִֶֽ

yih-yeh 

shall be V-Qal-

Imperf-

3ms 

 

ם   בָכֶֶ֥

ḇā-ḵem 

on you Prep | 

2mp 

 

גֶף    נֶ 

ne-ḡep̄ 

the plague N-ms  

ית   לְמַשְחִֹ֔

lə-maš-ḥîṯ, 

to destroy [you] Prep-l | N-

ms 

To the Israelites, on the other hand, the blood upon 

the houses in which they were assembled would be 

a sign and pledge that Jehovah would spare them, 

and no plague should fall upon them to destroy 

(cf. Ezekiel 21:31; not "for the destroyer," for 

there is no article with למשחית). 

י תִַ֖  בְהַכ 

bə-hak-kō-ṯî 

when I strike Prep-b | 

V-Hifil-Inf 

| 1cs 

 

רֶץ  בְאֶֶ֥

bə-’e-reṣ 

the land Prep-b | 

N-fsc 

 

יִם׃   מִצְרֶָֽ

miṣ-rā-yim. 

of Egypt N-proper-

fs 

 

 

14 This day shall be a memorial for you, and you are to celebrate it as a festival to the LORD. Throughout 
your generations you must celebrate it as a permanent regulation. 

 וְהָיָה  

wə-hā-yāh 

So shall be Conj-w | V-

Qal-ConjPerf-

3ms 

 

וֹם  הַיָּ֨

hay-yō-wm 

day Art | N-ms  
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ה  הַזֶֹּ֤

haz-zeh 

this Art | Pro-ms  

 לָכֶם  

lā-ḵem 

to you Prep | 2mp  

וֹן   לְזִכָרֹ֔

lə-zik-kā-rō-wn, 

a memorial Prep-l | N-ms 

 ,noun masculineEcclesiastes 1:11 memorial ן

remembrance (compare LgBN 199, 200) — 

absolute ן ן ;+ Joshua 4:7 זִכָרו   Exodus זִכָר 

28:12 (twice in verse); Exodus 28:29; 

construct ן  ;.Ecclesiastes 1:11 2t זִכְרו 

suffix ְנֵך ת Isaiah 57:8; plural זִכְרו   Esther הַזִכְר נו 

6:1; suffix נֵיכֶם  — ;Job 13:12 זִכְר 

1 memorial, reminder: 

a. memorial-day Exodus 12:14 (P). 

b. memorial-usage Exodus 13:9 (JE). 

c. memorial-objects, altar-plates Numbers 
17:5 (P); stones in Jordan Joshua 4:7 (JE); 
crowns in temple Zechariah 6:14;  ׳ז in Isaiah 
57:8 is symbol of strange god (Di), or perhaps 
phallus-image, as sign of harlot (Che), compare 
> Du (who proposes ן  .(זָכָר from ,זְכָרו 

d. memorial-record; in a book Exodus 
17:14 (E); compare ן  Malachi סֵפֶר זִכָרו 
׳ס  הַזִכְר נות דברי הימים ,3:16  Esther 6:1; 
memorial, as proof of citizenship Nehemiah 
צְדָקָה חֵלֶק, "") 2:20 ); reminder of Israel, ׳לִפְנֵי י, 
of רִים  Exodus 30:16; spoils of כֶסֶף הַכִמ 
war Numbers 31:54; inscribed stones of 
ephod Exodus 28:12,29, called ׳אַבְנֵי ז Exodus 
28:12 = Exodus 39:7; blowing of 
trumpets Numbers 10:10 (foregoing all P), 
compare ן תְרוּעַה זִכְרו   Leviticus 23:24 (H; where, 
however, no ׳לפני י, see Di);  מִנְחַת 
-Numbers 5:15,18 (P); memorial (ה)זכרון
sentence, apophthegm Job 13:12. ** נֵיכֶם  זִכְר 

אֵפֶר מִשְלֵיֶּֿ   Job 13:12 your memorial words are 
ashen sayings (i.e. worthless), compare Bu Du; 
Margolis (privately) suggests that ᵐ5 seems to 
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have read רָנְיְכֶם  רָנְּכֶם[ ]? < יִמָשֵל לְאֵפֶר  your 
exultation shall be like ashes. 

Brown, Driver, Briggs.  

ם  תֶֶ֥  וְחַג 

wə-ḥag-gō-ṯem 

and you shall 

keep 

Conj-w | V-

Qal-ConjPerf-

2mp 

 

וֹ תַ֖  א 

’ō-ṯōw 

it DirObjM | 3ms  

ג  חֶַׁ֣

ḥaḡ 

as a feast N-ms  

יהוִָׁ֑ה   לֶַֽ

Yah-weh; 

to Yahweh Prep-l | N-

proper-ms 

 

ם  תֵיכֶֹ֔ ר ֶׁ֣  לְד 

lə-ḏō-rō-ṯê-ḵem, 

throughout 

your 

generations 

Prep-l | N-mpc 

| 2mp 

 

ת  קֶַ֥  ח 

ḥuq-qaṯ 

by an 

ordinance 

N-fsc 

The Passover is continued in the Eucharist 
(1Corinthians 5:7-8); and the Easter 
celebration, which the Church makes binding 
on all her members, exactly corresponds in 
time to the Paschal ceremony, and takes its 
place. In this way the Passover may be 
regarded as still continuing under Christianity, 
and as intended to continue, “even to the end 
of the world.” - Ellicott 

 עוֹלַָ֖ם

‘ō-w-lām 

everlasting N-ms  

ֶֽהוּ׃   תְחָג 

tə-ḥāg-gu-hū. 

You shall 

keep it as a 

feast 

V-Qal-Imperf-

2mp | 3ms 
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FROM FROM EGYPT TO SINAI: A DEVOTIONAL COMMENTARY ON EXODUS. A NPH PUBLICATION DUE OUT LATE 

2021. USED BY PERMISSION OF THE AUTHOR. 

Chapter 9: “The Passover Lamb that was slain.” (Exodus 12:1-30) 

Prayer: Christ Jesus, give us enlightenment from the Holy Spirit that we might rejoice in the shadow that 

you cast the night you released your Old Testament people from their bondage. In the blood of the 

Passover Lamb, death passed over your people in Egypt; in your blood shed on Calvary, you caused death 

to pass over all who believe. Those who did not hide beneath the blood of the lamb, those who refuse to 

partake of the feast, wailed and mourned, for they were powerless to stop death and judgment with 

their own might and power. Those who do not hide beneath the blood of the Lamb, those who refuse the 

gracious invitation to eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of Man who has come down from 

heaven, will be powerless before the judgment seat of God when the books are opened. Lord, keep us 

steadfast in your Word, and may we always partake of you with the sincerity and truth that comes with 

faith. Open our hearts to others to find solace under the cross; and finally, make us ready to follow you 

out of bondage into victory. Amen.  

Is there a more glorious and important chapter in the Old Testament than this one? Not only is this the 
great shadow of Christ Jesus’ atoning sacrifice on Calvary, but it is also the great shadow of the Lord’s 
Supper, the life-giving meal that gives us freedom from bondage and a glimpse of heaven. On the night 
of great devastation, as the angel of death slew the firstborn sons of Egypt, a song of victory rose in 
Goshen. While pride and unbelief are rewarded with death and judgment, faith and obedience are 
rewarded with life and freedom.  
 
On the night of Passover, the children of Israel become the embodiment of their Father Abraham, for 
they, as a nation, follow the Lord out of Egypt by faith. The Passover was the Children of Israel’s Fourth 
of July. Yet it was not by force of arms that they won their freedom. Their freedom was a gift. Passover 
reminded them that they existed as a nation only because of the gracious deliverance of the Lord.   
 
Preparation for the Passover 
What is often missed in the discussion of Passover is the chronology. The preparations for the Passover 
were already in the works during the eighth plague. While the divine judgment of darkness immobilized 
Egypt, the children of Israel chose the sacrifice. Fifteen days before Moses announced the last plague 
fearlessly in the presence of Pharaoh, the Lord had told Moses, “This month is to be the beginning of 
your calendar. It is to be the first month of the year for you.”2 On the tenth day of that month, they 
were to select the Passover lamb from either the sheep or the goats.  
 
The paschal victim was to be a year-old male without defect that was large enough for the family to 
consume. They were not, however, to immediately sacrifice the animal, but instead were to care for it 
for until twilight on the fourteenth day of the month. They were to get to know the lamb that was to be 
sacrificed for them. He was not to be just a nameless animal that would be slaughtered, but one whose 
face they knew. Even in the days where men killed the animals they ate instead of buying them in neatly 
packaged Styrofoam trays with cellophane wrapping, this act made the killing personal. 

 
2 Exodus 12:2 
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It was not, however, by the blood of lambs or goats themselves that the nation of Israel was saved. The 
author of Hebrews says of Moses, “By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered 
because he saw him who was invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkling of blood, so that the 
destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the first born of Israel.”3  
 
No rite saves by the performance itself. The power of Passover was the promise God attached to it. The 
Passover meal was a visible expression of a spiritual reality. This nation was saved by the blood of the 
one who will be born of it: The Messiah. The Passover was a rejoicing that the Lord had saved his people 
from the bondage of slavery, so that he may save the world from the bondage of sin.  
 
The Lord was teaching his people to look for and choose the substitute that meets his standards, not 
their standards.  These standards may seem silly and weak to our human reason? The blood of a lamb 
was going to bring Pharaoh to his knees? How on earth could that be! This is the theology of the cross. 
God reveals his true power and might through the weak and despised things of the world. Indeed, God 
actually places us in a position where we have to choose between his Word and our reason. Our reason 
says “Impossible!” but the Spirit brings us to day, “With God all things are possible.  Jesus makes his 
disciples choose between his Word and their reason.  
 

When they heard it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching! Who can listen 
to it?” But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, asked 
them, “Does this cause you to stumble in your faith?  What if you would see the Son of 
Man ascending to where he was before? The Spirit is the one who gives life. The flesh 
does not help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.4 

 
Jesus Christ carried out a three-year ministry before his blood was shed on Calvary to reveal that God’s 
salvation was rea, that he was the God-man promised to Eve, to Abraham and to David. How personal 
the face of Christ became to John! “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the Only-Begotten who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”5 
It was beyond our reason to comprehend. It can only be grasped through the gift of faith!  
 
Certainly, Christ Jesus was fit to be the sacrifice of atonement at any time. It was important, however, 
that those who would receive redemption would recognize their Redeemer. The entire ministry of Jesus 
was the revelation that he was the spotless Lamb the Lord had provided. From his baptism at the Jordan 
River, where John identifies him as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, to his trial 
before the Sanhedrin, all was a revelation he and he alone was the paschal victim that the Lord had 
provided. Peter makes this point to the crowd at Pentecost, “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of 
Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did through 
him, as you yourselves know.”6 
 

 
3 Hebrews 11:27-28 
4 John 6:60-63 
5 John 1:14 
6 Acts 2:22 
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Note the significance of Palm Sunday! It was the tenth of Nisan when crowds gathered to choose the 
Passover lambs that would be slaughtered on Thursday.7  On that very day Jesus rode into Jerusalem, 
fulfilling Zechariah’s prophecy,8 presenting himself as the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the 
World. Jesus, who normally shunned such mass attention and adulation, allowed it that day. It was the 
day that type became antitype. It was the day that the shadow became a reality. 
 
On Palm Sunday, the Lord Jesus would not silence the crowd,9 for he was the Lamb who had been 
provided by God himself.10 Peter says of Christ Jesus, “For you know that it was not with perishable 
things such as silver and gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life that was handed 
down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or 
defect. He was chosen before the world but was revealed in these last times for your sake.”11 
 
The fathers of the Lutheran Church did not abandon the pericopic tradition, though in Christian freedom 
they had every right to do so, because they understood the wisdom of walking with Christ from the 
moment of his conception until his ascension into heaven. It is how we get to know Christ. There are 
those high-minded scholars who will talk about a getting to know Christ “from above” and “from 
below,” but there is only one way in which we get to know Christ – through the Word of Christ. St. John 
makes this clear, “These words are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his name.”12 
 
Now comes the day of sacrifice. On the very day that Pharaoh threatened Moses, and Moses revealed 
the last and most terrible plague, at twilight of that very day the lamb would be sacrificed. The victim’s 
throat would be slit and the blood captured. With a bunch of hyssop as a brush, the lamb’s blood was 
painted over the doorframes and door posts of the houses within which the Passover was celebrated. 
Here is the fundamental principle upon which all Old Testament sacrifice rested – the principle of 
expiation. Blood was life, and life was demanded as a payment for sin. Expiation is a blood payment 
made to appease the wrath of God. 
 
Many unbelieving scholars will talk about the God of the Old Testament as an angry “blood god.” But 
here is what they fail to see: The Lord is providing the blood that he demands. The Lord already revealed 
this in Genesis. Abraham did not have to offer his son Isaac. The Lord provided a substitute. On that very 
spot where Isaac was redeemed from death, the Lord would give his own Son. The Lord cannot demand 
of man what man is incapable of giving, for there is no one righteous, not even one.  So instead he sends 
his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, so that we might receive the full 
rights of sons.13 Luther so eloquently sings about the riches of God’s promise of salvation in Christ Jesus,  

But God beheld my wretched state 
Before the world's foundation, 

And, mindful of His mercies great, 
He planned my soul's salvation. 

 
7 Luke 22:7. Working backwards from Maundy Thursday, which must be the fourteenth of Nisan, Jesus rides in to 
Jerusalem on the tenth day of Nisan. 
8 Zechariah 9:9-10 
9 Luke 19:39-40 
10 Genesis 22:13-18 
11 I Peter 1:18-20 
12 John 20:31 
13 Galatians 4:4-5 
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A father's heart He turned to me, 
Sought my redemption fervently: 

He gave His dearest Treasure. 
 

He spoke to His beloved Son: 
"'Tis time to have compassion. 

Then go, bright Jewel of My crown, 
And bring to man salvation. 

From sin and sorrow set him free; 
Slay bitter death for him, that he 

May live with Thee forever."14 
 
Now the meal would commence.  

The whole Lamb would be roasted over the fire, not boiled or raw. 
Blood was not to be consumed, so the lamb was neither boiled nor eaten raw. No one could share in the 
work of expiation. The salvation was the Lord’s alone. Not one could add to it. It was the victim’s blood 
alone, given in the furnace of suffering that saved the house from death. It is as St. John says, “If 
anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense, Jesus Christ, the Righteous 
one.  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”15  
 

They would eat it with bitter herbs and bread eaten without yeast.  
The bitter herbs were to remind the children of Israel of their bitter life under slavery.16 Here in the meal 
is contrast. The savory smell and pleasing taste of the Lamb contrasted with the burning and bitter 
herbs. Their life under slavery had become bitter. Though when their ancestors had come to Egypt it 
was a Godsend, in subsequent generations it had been bitter. Not only had the lash of Pharaoh been 
brutal, but so had their helplessness been under it. The memory stung, but it was never to be forgotten. 
For the only thing that would remove the tears and bitterness was the lamb.  
 
In addition to the bitter herbs, they were to eat unleavened bread. They were not to dally for three 
hours while the dough rose. Now was the day of salvation! They were to eat bread without yeast for 
tonight they would leave.   This was not only to emphasize haste, but also repentance. The Lord calls the 
people to cut off any who eat of yeast at all for the next seven days in what in future generation would 
be called the “Festival of Unleavened Bread.” St. Paul reminds us of this meaning when he warns the 
Corinthians about the danger of tolerating sin in their midst,  
 

Don’t you know that a little yeast works its way through the whole batch of dough? Get 
rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast – as you really are. For 
Christ, our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed. Therefore let us keep the Festival, not 
with the old yeast of malice and wickedness, but bread without yeast, the bread of 
sincerity and truth.17  

 

 
14 Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal #377:4-5 
15 I John 2:1-2 
16 Tradition tells us that the bitter herbs eaten were Charzeret, a lettuce. It is visually appealing, but it is bitter at 
the root; Karpas, a parsley that is usually associated with spring and new life. It too is bitter, yet it cleanses the 
palate; and Maror, raw horseradish. Its burning quality reminds one of the tears under the yoke of slavery.   
17 I Corinthians 5:6-8 
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The meal was an act of repentance. This meal could only be properly consumed in repentant faith. And 
there can be no faith in the God who delivers them without a recognition and sorrow over their 
condition (contrition), and a trust in the power of the blood of the lamb to rescue them (repentance). 
 
When the Passover was replaced with the Lord’s Supper, Christ Jesus did not wish his Supper to be 
taken without a repentant sigh. Thus St. Paul instructs all who come to the Lord’s Supper, “For 
whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Therefore, whoever eats the bread and drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner is guilty of 
sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the 
bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord 
eats and drinks judgment on himself.”18 
 
The Passover Lamb was to be consumed in its entirety  
The entire lamb was to be consumed – every part. Why? All who had a share in this salvation were in 
faith to partake of this meal. Everyone – whether native born or alien, whether man or woman, whether 
slave or free, whether young or old – every one of the households of faith was to partake of the meal. 
All who sought the redemption of the blood of the lamb were to partake of the lamb. The entire Lamb 
was to be consumed. Every part. Whatever was left over was to be burned in the fire.19 
 
I’m sure there was grumbling and complaining that the choicest pieces were not dished on to their 
plate. But one must remember that even the lowliest morsel of the lamb meant life and salvation for the 
partaker. How clearly the Canaanite woman reveals the true attitude of faith. When Jesus seems to 
ignore her and belittle her, telling her that it is not right to “take the children’s bread, and toss it to their 
dogs,” she replies, “Yes, Lord, but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.”20  
 
The Passover Lamb was to be consumed in the household of the faithful 
The third-century church father Cyprian of Carthage once said, “He can no longer have God for his 
Father, who has not the church for his mother.” His point is clearly illustrated by Passover.  Passover 
could not be celebrated wherever one wished or whenever one wished. Salvation was found only in the 
houses that adhered to the Word of the Lord. One could not desire to have the protection of the blood 
of the Lamb without partaking of the lamb in faith where the lamb had been provided. 
 
God cannot be approached apart from the means where he has promised to approach us.  It is amazing 
how this simple truth that one finds God only where God promises to be found is so lost in our modern 
world. No one will find God in transcendental meditation, good works and noble ideals. One only finds 
God where he can be approached: Word, Water and Meal. The Church is the gathering of the saints 
around Christ. That gathering only appears where his Gospel is preached and taught. The Augsburg 
Confession makes this clear.  
 

To obtain such faith God instituted the office of preaching, giving the gospel and the 
sacraments. Through these, as through means, he gives the Holy Spirit who produces 
faith, where and when he wills, in those who hear the gospel. It teaches that we have a 
gracious God, not through our merit, but through Christ’s merit.21 

 
18 I Corinthians 11:26-29 
19 Exodus 12:10 
20 Matthew 15:26-27 
21 Augsburg Confession, Article V- The Ministry of the Word, 1-3. 41. 
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They were to eat it in haste. 
This meal was a meal of substitution; a meal of repentance; a meal of fellowship in faith; and it was also 
a meal of vigilance. The signs for deliverance had been stark. The plagues of Egypt had woken them from 
apathy and returned them to the promise that had been given to them as a nation. With this meal, the 
end of bondage was near. They would soon be on their way. They ate it in haste, ready to go.  
 
They did not know the hour of their Exodus, but they knew it was coming. Our American nation has 
existed as a nation for only 243 years. The Israelites had been in Egypt 430 years. Egypt, even in 
bondage, felt like home. Indeed, sometimes it felt too much like home, as we shall see when they 
bitterly complained on the way to Sinai! But it was never their home. Their home as a nation was in 
Canaan, the land the Lord had promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. It was in the hope of going home 
with his people that Joseph had left his sarcophagus to stand silent vigil among the people until the day 
the Lord would take the nation to its true home. The Lord had brought them to Egypt to make them into 
a great nation. But now the time had come to take that nation to its proper place. And they needed to 
be ready for it. 
 
I find it no accident that the Lord Jesus’ calls to watchfulness for a Christian come in the midst of his 
dialogues about the signs of the end of the age. As the plagues the Lord visited on Egypt caught their 
attention, so the plagues the Lord sets in our world are to be constant reminders to us of our impending 
exodus from this life to the next. A war, rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilence and fearful 
signs in heaven above the Lord Jesus has placed all around us. These are not to worry or terrify us. 
Rather, they are to hasten us, to quicken our step! We do not know the day or hour of our Lord’s return, 
and each of us lives only one heartbeat away from eternity! The signs of the times are calls to vigilance. 
Indeed, Christ says that when we see these things, we should, “Stand up and lift up you head, for your 
redemption is drawing near.”22 
 
Just as the Israelites ate with their eyes fixed firmly upon their exit from Egypt, so Christians must live 
each day with their eyes on heaven, paying attention to the signs he has left for us and holding firmly to 
his Word. That is why the Church always looks to the sky with eager expectation for deliverance as she 
utters the prayer, “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”23 
 
With their cloaks tucked in and staff in their hand. 
The meal was to be eaten not lounging on couches but standing with sandals on and dressed for the 
journey with a staff in hand. The Passover eater had more in common with the laborer grabbing a donut 
for a coffee break than the leisurely eating of the Thanksgiving feast. He was to be ready to go at a 
moment’s notice.  
 
Christ told his disciples in the garden of Gethsemane, “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”24 The Lord remembers that we are but dust! In 
his grace he gives the means to maintain vigilance. In the book of Revelation, the church is pictured as a 
woman who is being chased by a dragon (Satan) in the wilderness. The dragon spews forth a mighty 

 
22 Luke 21:28 
23 Revelation 22:20 
24 Matthew 26:41 
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torrent to drown the woman and her children (believers), yet she is given two wings of a great eagle to 
escape these torments.25 What are these but the Gospel in Word and Sacrament? 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ has established the public ministry to dress the believer for the journey out of 
bondage and into glory. Through these means of grace, especially the Lord’s Supper, Christ Jesus dresses 
the believer for his journey. The believer can never stop coming to the table and pulpit. He is constantly 
in need of clothes to fit and insulate him for the changing journey that he is on. Can you imagine the 
foolishness of a child trying to wear his favorite pair of pajamas into adulthood? Can you imagine the 
foolishness of wearing shorts and sandals during a blizzard? We grow, we change, and so does the world 
around us – but Christ is ever vigilant. At his table he will dress you for the journey so you are ready to 
go at a moment’s notice!  St. Paul encourages the believer,  
 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so 
that you can stand against the schemes of the Devil. For our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world rulers of this 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. For this reason, take 
up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to take a stand on the evil day and, 
after you have done everything, to stand.26 
 

It was to be a lasting ordinance in Israel. 
Finally, this was to be a lasting ordinance in Israel. This was not a one-time celebration. It was to be 
carried out for every generation yet to come. They were to remember this night. This was the event they 
were to build their year around. This was the event that defined them as a people. For over 1500 years, 
the Israelites would have this meal define them. And it still defines us. 
  
“But wait,” one might object, “I am a Christian and I have never celebrated the Passover.” True, you 
have not experienced the Old Testament sacrificial meal. You have experienced instead a meal that has 
fulfilled and far surpassed it. For instead of waiting once a year to relive and recall the shadow of Christ, 
each time you draw near to the Lord’s Table YOU PARTAKE OF CHRIST – the Lamb that was slain. 
 
On Maundy Thursday, when the Passover Lambs were slaughtered, Jesus said to his disciples, “I have 
eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer, for I tell you, I will not eat it again until it is 
fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”27 This was the final Passover. This was the final time that the great 
shadow of Christ would be just a shadow. For by that time tomorrow, the true Passover Lamb would be 
slain. Christ, our true paschal victim would be,  
 

It was because of our rebellion that he was pierced. 
He was crushed for the guilt our sins deserved. 

The punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 
and by his wounds we are healed. 

We all have gone astray like sheep. 
Each of us has turned to his own way, 

but the Lord has charged all our guilt to him. 

 
25 Revelation 12 
26 Ephesians 6:10-13 
27 Luke 22:15-16 
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He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he did not open his mouth. 

Like a lamb he was led to the slaughter, 
and like a sheep that is silent in front of its shearers, 

he did not open his mouth.28 
 
The shadow had ended, but the meal would continue - no longer in type, but in reality. In Holy 
Communion, Christ Jesus, in bread and in wine, is giving us his true body and blood as a guarantee that 
the world has indeed been reconciled to God through the expiation of his blood. On our lips and in our 
mouths we receive the purchase price of our salvation- the body and blood of Christ - to assure us that 
our sins are forgiven. And how long are we to eat this bread and drink this cup? Until he comes again!  
 
St. John, in the book of Revelation, sees standing in the center of the throne of heaven “a Lamb, looking 
as if it had been slain.”29 It is Christ the one true Passover Lamb! He rules the Church from the right hand 
of God. When John sees heaven filling with people of every tribe and nation, they are those who have 
been washed clean in the blood of the Lamb. The Passover Lamb rules his church and the world 
victoriously. 
 
The Passover ordinance was like the picture given to a wife by a soldier going off to war. It is to remind 
her of his love and keep her heart longing until the day he returns to take her into his arms. On Maundy 
Thursday, and until the end of time, whoever gathers at the rail comes to take Christ into his arms. As 
the beloved communion hymn sings,  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have prepared 
This feast for our salvation; 

It is your body and your blood, 
And at your invitation 

As weary souls, with sin oppressed, 
We come to you for needed rest, 

For comfort, and for pardon.30 
 
The Plague on the Firstborn 
It would be anachronistic to say that at the stroke of midnight all the firstborn in Egypt died. In our 
modern world, we have become so dependent upon machines to tell the time. However, from the 
earliest of times, men were able to tell the time of day not merely by the course of the sun during the 
day, but by the course of the stars at night.  
 
The wail that went through Egypt at midnight is almost impossible to imagine. Often times we think that 
merely the young were affected by this plague – that death primarily struck infants, children and 
teenagers. But there is nothing to warrant such a limitation. All first born sons! Even if you were the 
firstborn of your mother and you were eighty years-old, you would have been struck dead.  Even the 
animals were affected! And when the midnight star rose to its zenith, there was not a house in Egypt 
without someone (and most likely something) dead in it. 
 

 
28 Isaiah 53:5-7 
29 Revelation 5:6 
30 Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal #312:1 
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Though the judgment was deserved, one can feel the heart of God breaking as he unleashes his wrath. 
Even after all the plagues, even after all the warnings, the leaders and the nation still ignored the Word 
of God and wrapped themselves in a sense of false security. They still did not know the Lord or heed his 
Word.  
 
The final plague reminds one of the sad refrain in the book of Revelation when the Lord pours out the 
seven plagues upon the earth.31 There are painful sores are poured out on the nation; the sea is turned 
to blood; the rivers and the springs become blood; the sun scorches the earth with fire; the false 
prophets are exposed as the lying charlatans that they are; demonic spirits plague the earth; great 
natural disasters strike the earth – earthquakes, lightning and thunder, and great hailstones fall. Yet 
“they refused to repent and glorify him…they refused to repent of what they had done.”  
 
The Passover was the great meal of salvation that shielded the people of Israel from death. But those 
who refused it received the due penalty for their unbelief. It is as Jesus told Nicodemus during the first 
Passover of his public ministry,  

 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. The one who believes in him is 
not condemned, but the one who does not believe is condemned already, because he 
has not believed in the name of the only-begotten Son of God. This is the basis for the 
judgment: The light has come into the world, yet people loved the darkness rather than 
the light, because their deeds were evil.32 

 
Here the true Paschal Lamb we see, 

Whom God so freely gave us; 
He died on the accursed tree--  
So strong his love--to save us. 

See, his blood now marks our door; 
Faith points to it; death passes o'er, 

And Satan cannot harm us. Hallelujah! 
 

So let us keep the festival 
To which the Lord invites us; 
Christ is himself the joy of all, 

The sun that warms and lights us. 
Now his grace to us imparts  

Eternal sunshine to our hearts; 
The night of sin is ended. Hallelujah!33 

 

 

 

 
31 Revelation 17 
32 John 3:16-19 
33 Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal #161:3-4 
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Basic outline with parts: 

A Meal that Saves  

Part I – Given by a Gracious God who saves us from his wrath 

Part II – Received by dear children who take his Word seriously 

Hymn Suggestions: 

#161:3,4; Any Communion Hymn or Maundy Thursday Hymn 
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Text Study/Sermon Notes/Preaching Suggestions – Garden to Garden 

Pastor Ethan Boese – Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Sanborn, MN 

ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤הֹּּ֤ה ֹּ֤וּא  י ֹּ֤שוּפ ֹּ֤ך ֹֹּּ֤֤ר  ֹּ֤אשֹֹּּ֤֤ו ֹּ֤אַֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤ה ת ֹּ֤שוּפ  ֹּ֤נּוֹּּ֤ע ֹּ֤ק  ֹּ֤ב׃ֹֹּּ֤֤סֹּ֤ 15 ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ך ֹֹּּ֤֤וּב  ֹּ֤יןֹּ֤ זַֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤ה וּב  ֹּ֤יןֹּ֤ זַֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤ית ב  ֹּ֤ינ ֹּ֤ך ֹֹּּ֤֤וּב  ֹּ֤ין ה  ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ש    ו ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤יב  ֹּ֤ה׀ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ש  

I will put hostility between you and the woman, 

and between your seed and her seed.[a] 

He will crush your head, 

and you will crush his heel. 

Text Study for Genesis 3:15-19 (NIV 11, NIV 84, EHV, ESV, NASB, KJV) 

• seed or offspring 

• desire shall be contrary for your husband 
 

Verse 15: (JPS) I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 

they shall strike your head, and you shall strike at their heel.  

Hebrew: הּ ה֚וּא ין זַרְעָָ֑ ין זַרְעֲךָ֖ וּבֵָ֣ ה וּבֵֵ֥ אִשָָּׁ֔ ין הֵָּֽ ינְךָ֙ וּבֵָ֣ ית בֵֵּֽ ה׀ אָשִִׁ֗ ה   וְאֵיבָָ֣ אש וְאַתָָ֖ יְשוּפְךָ֣ ר ָּׁ֔

ב׃ ס נּוּ עָקֵֵּֽ ֵ֥  תְשוּפ 

Translation: Then enmity- I will set, between you and between the woman; and between your seed and 

between her seed. He will crush your head; and will bite (strike) the heel.  

 

ה׀ • ָ֣   .noun. fem. sig – (hostility) a state of deep-seated ill-will – וְאֵיב 

• Note the number of  ין  וּבֵֵ֥

ָ֑הּ •  noun sig. 3rd person fem – a descendant, understood as the scattering of seed which – זַרְע 

will grow and bear fruit.  

 Qal. imperf. 3rd mas, 2nd mas sig – to compress with violence, out of natural shape or – יְשׁוּפְךָ֣  •

condition 

נּוּ • ֵ֥  ,Qal. imperf. 2nd mas sig, 3rd mas sig – to deliver a sharp blow, as with the hands, fist – תְשׁוּפ 

or weapon.  
o Same verb, but two very different outcomes.  

 

Notes:  

• A great deal of importance in one small verb that not only promises the coming of the “seed” of 
a woman, but the tension between God and the Devil’s children, and the conclusion with Satan 
striking the heel, but the Savior crushing his head.  

• Satan is doomed, salvation is secure already at this moment.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12%3A1-14%3B+Genesis+3%3A15%3Bl+Isaiah+42%3A1-4%3B+Deuteronomy+17%3A18-20%3B+Numbers+21%3A4-8%3B+Daniel+6%3A16-23%3B++I+Kings+1%3A38-40%3B+Exodus+24%3A6-11%3B+Leviticus+16%3A15-22%3B+Jonah+2&version=EHV#fen-EHV-71a
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• Now the focus shifts to the changes that will take place in a sinful world for us.  
 

Verse 16: And to the woman he said, “I will make most severe your pangs in childbearing; in pain shall 

you bear children. Yet your urge shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” 

Hebrew:   ְָ֙ל־אִישֵך ים וְא  י בָנִָ֑ לְדִָ֣ ב תֵֵּֽ צ  ָ֖ ךְ בְע  נֵָּׁ֔ ר  ונֵֵָ֣֣ךְ וְהֵֵּֽ הָ֙ עִצְב  ה אַרְב  ר הַרְבָָּ֤ ה אָמִַׁ֗ ל־הָאִשָָ֣ ֵּֽ א 

ךְ׃ ס וּא יִמְשָל־בֵָּֽ ךְ וְהָ֖ וּקָתֵָּׁ֔  תְשָ֣

Translation: To the woman he said, “I will make very great your pain in pregnancy; in pain you will bring 

forth sons. Your desire (will be) for your husband; and he will rule over you.”  

 

ה   • ה אַרְב  ָּ֤  …intensity and emphasis – I will make very very very great – הַרְב 

 a somatic sensation of acute discomfort (pain) – עִצְבֹונֵֵָ֣֣ךְ •

ךְ • תֵֵ֔ וּק   noun fem. sig. 2nd per. fem – an inclination to want things (desire) – תְשָׁ֣

 

Notes: 

• For women sin would affect two main things 
o First a role exclusively for woman – giving birth would be incredibly painful. Anyone who 

has given birth or was with their wife while she gave birth can testify to this.  
o Second – the roles of men and woman are now messed up. Before there was a perfect 

understanding about being equal before God, but not created equally. Now the 
relationship is violated by sin – ample examples of this in our world 

 

Verse 17: To Adam He said, “Because you did as your wife said and ate of the tree about which I 

commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed be the ground because of you; by toil shall you eat of it 

all the days of your life: 

Hebrew:   א ר ל ֵ֥ יךָ֙ לֵאמ ָּׁ֔ ר צִוִּיתִֹּ֨ ָּ֤ ץ אֲש  אכַלָ֙ מִן־הָעֵָּׁ֔ ךָ֒ וַת ֹּ֨ ול אִשְת  י־שָמַעְתָָּ֮ לְק ָ֣ ר כִֵּֽ ם אָמִַׁ֗ וּלְאָדָָ֣

ל יך׃ ת אכַָ֖ ֵּֽ י חַי  ל יְמֵֵ֥ נָּה כ ָ֖ אכֲל ָּׁ֔ וןָ֙ ת ֵּֽ ך בְעִצָב  ָּׁ֔ עֲבוּר  אֲדָמָהָ֙ בֵַּֽ ה הֵָּֽ נּוּ אֲרוּרָָּ֤ ָ֑ מִמ   

Translation: Then to the man he said, “Since you listened to the voice of your wife and ate from the tree; 

which I ordered you, to say; ‘You do not eat from it.’ The ground has been cursed on account of you; by 

toil, you will eat; all the days of your life. 

 

יך   •  Piel, perf. 1st pers sig, 2nd pers mas – (intense case: I commanded, ordered) – to – צִוִּיתִִ֨

command against 

ה • ָּ֤   .Qal pass. part – to have divine harm or evil invoked upon – אֲרוּר 

o serpent was cursed this way 
o Abel was cursed this way 
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Notes: 

• Adam also suffered from the impact of sin, which goes on later in the next verse.  

• Adam was not the leader he should have been and listened to his wife.  

• His role as the provider would be much more difficult now that the ground would not co-
operate as willingly as before.  

 

Verse 18: Thorns and thistles shall it sprout for you. But your food shall be the grasses of the field.  

Hebrew: ה׃ ֵּֽ ב הַשָד  ש  ת־עֵֵ֥ ךְ וְאָכַלְתָָ֖ א  יחֵַּֽ לָָ֑ ר תַצְמִָ֣ וץ וְדַרְדַָ֖  וְק ֵ֥

Translation: Thorn and thistles will cause to sprout for you. You will eat the herbs of the field.  

 

כַלְת    •   .vav cons. perf. – translated as the imperf – וְא 

 

Verse 19: By the sweat of your brow shall you get bread to eat, until you return to the ground – for from 

it you were taken. For dust you are, and to dust you shall return.” 

Hebrew:   תָה ר אַָּׁ֔ י־עָפָָ֣ חְתָ כִֵּֽ נָּה לֻקָָ֑ ָ֖ י מִמ  ה כִֵ֥ אֲדָמָָּׁ֔ ל־הָָ֣ וּבְךָ֙ א  ד שֵּֽ ם עַָּ֤ ח  אכַל ל ָּׁ֔ יךָ֙ ת ָ֣ ת אַפ ֹּ֨ בְזֵעַָּ֤

וּב׃ ר תָשֵּֽ ל־עָפָָ֖  וְא 

Translation: By the sweat of your nose (brow/anger) you will eat bread; until you return to the ground; 

for from it you were taken for dust you are; and to dust you will return.  

 

חְת   • ָ֑   pual per. 2nd mas sig (taken) – לֻק 

 noun fem. sing. – sweat – בְזֵעַָּ֤ת •

 

Notes: 

• Here death is introduced, something feared by all men – and unavoidable. We are dust, and 
now our sins will return us back to dust, how useless are the toys and trinkets of the world. How 
foolish to invest in our sinful lives on earth – in the end it is all, including us, dust. 

 

Extra Sources:  

 

People’s Bible 

• This passage contains in itself everything noble and glorious that is to be found anywhere in the 
Scriptures – Luther, Genesis 3:15 
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• As it was through the woman that Satan brought sin and death into the world, so it was through 
the woman’s offspring that God would conquer sin, death and Satan. “The reason the Son of 
God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.” (1 John 5:8). 

• Because he had submitted to his wife instead of leading in love and had gone contrary to God’s 
command not to eat of the forbidden fruit, he would experience insubordination on the part of 
the soil (which up to now had been under his complete control.) 

• God’s human creatures, originally, designed to exercise God-like dominion over creation, now 
take advantage of it and exploit it.  

• Death is something that should never have been, something totally unnatural, a violent 
intrusion into God’s good plan.  

 

Hymnal 

• 151 – Triumphant from the Grave 
o Triumphant from the grave rose Jesus strong to save. He crushed – O Christian mark it 

well – sin, Satan, death and hell. 

• 376 – Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness 
o When from the dust of death I rise to claim my mansion in the skies, e’en then this shall 

be all my plea: Jesus has lived and died for me.  
 

Book of Concord 

• Death and other bodily ills, together with the tyranny of the devil, are penalties in the proper 
sense. For human nature is enslaved and held captive by the devil, who deceives it with ungodly 
opinions and errors and incites it to all sorts of sins.  

• Used in the Marriage Booklet as a reminder of the cross that God has placed upon this estate.  
 

Lutheran Study Bible 

• There is no way back to Eden. The only way for Adam and Eve and their descendants is forward 
to the cross.  

 

Possible Themes/Parts  

 

Garden to Garden 

 “My Will be Done” 

 “Your Will be Done” 

 

Garden to Garden 

 Look to the Coming Seed who will Crush 
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 Look back to the Seed who has Crushed 

 

Garden to Garden 

 Suffering to Rely on our Savior 

 Suffering to Save from Sin 

 

Garden to Garden 

 Dust to Death 

 Death to Life 
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Text Study/Sermon Notes/Preaching Suggestions – Silence to Silence 

Pastor Chris Cordes, St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Sleepy Eye, MN 

יאצ  ֹּ֤יוֹ  םי  ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤גלַֹּ֤ טפ  ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ יול  ֹּ֤ע ֹֹֹּּּ֤֤֤י ֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤רוּ ית ֹּ֤תַ ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤ יש  ֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤נַֹּ֤ הת  ֹּ֤צ ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤ ייר  ֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤ב ֹֹּּ֤֤וֹב ֹּ֤־ךְמ ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤א ֹֹּּ֤֤י ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤עַֹּ֤ ןֹּ֤ה  ֹּ֤ 42  ׃ 

 ׃לֹ  ֹּ֤א י ֹּ֤צ ֹּ֤עַ ֹּ֤ק  ו ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤א י ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤א ו ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤א־יַֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤יעַֹֹּּ֤֤בַֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤וּץֹּ֤ קוֹל ֹּ֤וֹּ֤ 2

 ׃ק ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤ה ר ֹּ֤צוּץ ֹֹּּ֤֤ל  ֹּ֤א י ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤וֹר וֹּּ֤פ ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤ה כ ֹּ֤ה  ֹּ֤ה ל  ֹּ֤א י ֹּ֤כַֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤נּ ֹּ֤ה ל ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤ת יוֹצ  ֹּ֤יא מ ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤פ  ֹּ֤ט 3

 ל  ֹּ֤א י ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ה ֹֹּּ֤֤ו ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤א י ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤וּץ  עַֹּ֤ד־י ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ים ב ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤ץ מ ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤פ  ֹּ֤ט וּל ֹּ֤תוֹר ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤א ֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤ים י ֹּ֤יַֹּ֤ח  ֹּ֤ילוּ׃ֹֹּּ֤֤פֹּ֤ 4
 
 
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
my chosen one in whom I delight. 
I am placing my Spirit on him. 
He will announce a just verdict[b] for the nations. 
2 He will not cry out. 
He will not raise his voice. 
He will not make his voice heard in the street. 
3 A bent reed he will not break, 
and a dimly burning wick he will not snuff out. 
He will faithfully bring forth a just verdict. 
4 He will not burn out, and he will not be broken 
until he establishes justice on the earth. 
The coastlands will wait for his law.[c] 
 

Notes and Comments: 

V.1  ן  With this, the reader/hearer knows God is presenting something about which he wants to --  ה  

especially grab the attention.  He has been speaking about his chosen tool, who turns out to be Cyrus.  

Now he is presenting something special.  Though he used י ד   in the previous chapter (vs. 8, 9) in talking עַב 

about his people, whom he there calls Jacob/Israel, now we will see him saying things that will not fit 

the nation of the Jews but only someone else, an individual especially chosen... 

 

ךְ מ  ת   qal, impf, 1 sg from  $mt -- grasp securely, hold fast; uphold --  א 

 

וֹ  prep w/ 3 sg m pron -- We don't need the pronoun to make "him" the object of the above verb, but -- ב 

the Hebrew does, since the basic meaning is to "hold on to" something. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12%3A1-14%3B+Genesis+3%3A15%3B++Isaiah+42%3A1-4%3B+Deuteronomy+17%3A18-20%3B+Numbers+21%3A4-8%3B+Daniel+6%3A16-23%3B++I+Kings+1%3A38-40%3B+Exodus+24%3A6-11%3B+Leviticus+16%3A15-22%3B+Jonah+2&version=EHV#fen-EHV-18479b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12%3A1-14%3B+Genesis+3%3A15%3B++Isaiah+42%3A1-4%3B+Deuteronomy+17%3A18-20%3B+Numbers+21%3A4-8%3B+Daniel+6%3A16-23%3B++I+Kings+1%3A38-40%3B+Exodus+24%3A6-11%3B+Leviticus+16%3A15-22%3B+Jonah+2&version=EHV#fen-EHV-18482c
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י יר   ח    .noun ryxiB' in cs + suff (1st sg) -- from the root rx;B' -- to take a keen look at; to choose, elect -- ב 

The choosing is done after careful deliberation. 

 

ה ת   י qal pf, 3 sg fem (making -- רצ  ש    the subject of the verb) -- from hcr -- to be pleased with, favorable נַפ 

toward 

 

י ש    here would refer to his inner being, his deepest self -- נַפ 

 

י ת   qal pf  -- It expresses a finalized action, as though accomplished already -- prophetic perfect, as -- נ תַ 

good as done because there is not possibility it will not be 

 

י  The servant God is speaking about here is being given the Spirit of God, which means he didn't -- רוּח 

have Him already, which means this Servant will be human.  Most would naturally read and assume this, 

but given we are talking about the God-Man, it's good to recognize the Lord is refering to this Chosen 

One in his humanity. 

 

טֹּ֤לַֹּ֤ פ   ש  גוֹי  םמ    -- jP'v.mi is not just a single judgment or legal decision, but the whole subject of ruling, 

governing 

God says this Chosen Servant will not just provide good governing over the Jews but for the entire world 

of humanity. 

 

יא  hiph impf, 3 sg m of acy -- Hiphil shows him making/causing the just governing to go out/take -- יוֹצ  

place. 

 

V. 2 

ק עַ  צ   qal impf, 3 sg m  -- The basic meaning of q[c is to cry out in anguish, cry out for help.  It could --  י 

have this meaning here, but when Mt (12:19) quotes it, he does not appear to use it as a call in distress.  

In fact, Mt's rendering presents the first of the three verbs of what the Servant won't do as "quarrel".  

The second is "cry out," but the Greek word κραυγάζω  can be any manner of crying out, including what 

the crowds did when they shouted that this Servant be crucified.  The NIV84's "shout" seems to be a fine 

translation. 
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א ש   אֹּ֤י  ל    Notice there's no object for the verb afn  -- which is in its qal pf 3 sg m form.  It could mean he  -- ו 

will not rise up in the streets, but the verbs surrounding this one make us lean toward borrowing the 3rd 

verb's object, ֹו  .voice  קוֹל 

 

יעַֹּ֤ מ    hiph form of [mv , cause to be hear --  יַש 

 

prep ב + the noun  #Wx -- outside; streets (as opposed to being inside a structure) 

 

V. 3 

נ  ה  This is not the grassy rush or a marsh plant, but a hollow stalk or cane (It is even once used as a --  ק 

bone, Jb 31:22.)  Egypt is called a staff of cane the Jews should not lean on, lest it splinter and harm the 

one leaning on it.   

When צוּץ  is used to describe the "reed"/cane, the adjective's basic mean of  "crushed" or even  ר 

"broken in pieces," would mean too much here, given the Servant will not  וֹר ב  ש   break it down" or" , י 

"break it up".  So we should imagine the stalk of the plant in some wounded form (NIV's "bruised" works 

fine). 

 

hT'v.Pi  -- flax; linen; wick 

 

ה  This adjective means colorless, also weak, ineffective.  Eyes that are colorless are "clouded" and --  כה  

"dull" looking.  Since the text says this Servant will not  נּ ה כַב    the (piel impf, 3 sg m of hbk -- extinguish) י 

flax, we need to picture a wick made out of flax having no color of fire on it.  It's still got something going 

with it that he will not stop by extinguishing, so NIV's "smoldering" works well. 

 

ת מ   א   prefixed, translate this woodenly as "for ל tm,a/ is firmness, certainty, faithfulness; truth.  With -- ל 

the sake of truth" or "to certainty"  Without the article, however,I hesitate to think he is saying the 

Servant will bring forth good governance ( ט פ   ש  יאֹּ֤מ   for the sake of truth".  Instead, "in terms of" ( יוֹצ  

faithfulness" or "for certainty" will carry the idea that this Servant will bring good governance out with 

complete certainty, that is, it will surely happen.  And it will happen because truth/faithfulness is so 

perfectly associated with him. 

 

 

V. 4 
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Given that the two verbs here are the same root words for the "smoldering wick" and the "bruised" 

stalk, it doesn't take much to make us remember how it is said of him as our great High Priest (He 4:15), 

"We do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who 

has been tempted in every way, just as we are..."  In this verse, we can easily take the meanings of the 

verbs in their more basic meanings, as below: 

 

ה ה  כ   Now hhK (be dim, colorless; weak, ineffective) is used of the Servant:  He will not be --  י 

weak/ineffective (qal, impf, 3 sg m), like the colorless wick. 

 

וּץ  qal impf, 3 sg m, of #cr -- Now this concept is also used of the Servant.  He will not be crushed or -- י ר 

broken, like the bruised cane. 

 

ט פ   ש  ץֹּ֤מ  ר  א   יםֹּ֤ב  ים) Until he puts --  עַד־י ש    qal impf, 3 sg m of ~yf ) [true/good] governance in the land -- י ש  

/ on the earth 

 

וֹֹֹּּ֤֤ ת  תוֹר  לֹֹֹּּּ֤֤֤--ל   + hr'AT (instruction; "Law") + m sg suffix :  "to/for his instruction/teaching" 

 

ים י    coastlands" represent the farthest, most remote peoples of the earth (the)" -- א 

 

ילוּ יַח    piel impf, 3 pl m of lxy -- wait in expectation; trust in -- י 

 

The remotest peoples will be affected by his ministry, converted to his truth.  From this position as ones 

rescued even from nearly total loss (if it weren't for his patient, tempered, loving handling of them), 

they will look for, hunger for, wait in eager expectation to hear his teachings.   Ps 119 is loaded with 

expression of this attitude toward the words of God.  In 66:2, the LORD expresses his deep approval of 

this attitude:  "This is the one I esteem:  he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my 

word." 

Basic outline with parts: From Silence to Silence Is 42:1-4 

 
INTRODUCTION 
Series takes us down multiple roads, stretching from OT to NT. 
Not to say there are many roads to heaven! There is only one, and it is narrow! (Mt 7:14) 
This series shows same single road, sometimes by its layers, other times different stretches. 
Always narrow, but absolutely sure, guaranteed to arrive in heaven for any who want to, need to, 
crave to travel all the way to redemption. Tonight the road travels from a powerful silence in the OT to 
the silences of our Savior in the NT. 
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I. SILENCES THAT STUNNED 

before Sanhedrin: 
• picture him – bound, standing before High Council, 
 
– they’re looking for anything to pin on him, even false evidence 
– many false witnesses, trying to spin his holy words 
 
• but his silence finally unnerves chief priest, Caiaphas: “Are you not going to answer? What is 
this testimony that these men are bringing against you?’ But Jesus remained silent.” (Mt 
26:62) 
before Herod: 
• picture it – Herod gleeful to finally see Jesus in person 
– Jewish leaders surround, vehemently accusing Jesus 
– Herod plies him w/ many questions, 
• “but Jesus gave him no answer” (Lk 23:9) 
before Pilate: 
• see him – standing, bound, before the Roman governor 
 
– handed over to him by Jewish leaders, after they pronounce him worthy of death 
– They accuse him before Pilate, all the charges they can think of 
 
• more silence – Pilate asks, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?” 
– “But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge – to the great amazement 
of the governor.” (Mt 27:13-14) 
– more silence when Pilate asks him, “Where do you come from?” (Jn 19:9) 
Trans. What was going on with Jesus? Do you just take it when people accuse you, especially when 
libelous? He wasn’t deaf, was he? Overwhelmed? Frozen in fear? Speechless at injustice? 
No, this was all prophesied. Listen to our [text]. 
 

II. SILENCE TO SAVE 
Introducing: the servant 
• How do you picture him when God calls him “my” + “chosen”? (A: deep personal interest, 
protection) 
• “delight” – cf. your delight in new power tool, new combine, new vehicle 
 
– But this delight never wears off. This servant never diminishes in strength, quality. 
His work is more important than working in shop, combining peas, driving to 
town! (cf. Father’s words at Son’s baptism and transfiguration, Lk 3:22; Mt 
17:5.) 
 
• no wonder: “I will uphold him.” (includes putting Holy Spirit on him!) 
- Do you think Jesus needed the Holy Spirit? (A: as human, didn’t have Spirit naturally, esp 
not in “state of humiliation”) 
 
- Advantage of having Holy Spirit? (A: ensured Jesus would have everything he needed for 
absolute, stunning success) 
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humiliation included strange style of ministry: silence [v. 2] 
• This is about quarreling, wrangling, having shouting matches, self-serving recognition (How 
does this compare with political figures today!) 
• doesn’t mean he never said anything, but when he did speak during his trials: calm composure 
(cf. Jn 18:19-23, “I spoke openly; ask those who heard me if you wish to know what I 
taught.” When struck in face for this “rudeness,” “Testify to my error. If I spoke truth, why 
strike me?”) 
• got especially silent during beatings, crucifixion 
Is 53:7, 
1 Pe 2:23, 
Do you understand the purpose of his silences? A: He was to give a distinct approach to evil. 
• calmly teach against it (vs. shouting matches, angry exchanges) 
• take it when dished out, because he was taking all evil onto himself 
• included distinct approach to sinners: quiet, calm compassion 
- “bruised reed” = bamboo-type cane staff, damaged, unable to hold self up 
- “smoldering wick” = maybe little glow, or just smoking before going out completely 
- Do you feel this describes life when we get under its pressures, including temptations, 
doubts? when faith is so weak it’s about to just die out? like person who hasn’t been to 
church in long time or caught up in sin and feeling like “there’s no hope for me”? 
- His approach? 
> not: “Oh, never mind. This person is too weak, frail, foolish, incompetent. No point 
working on him/her anymore.” 
> instead: careful tending, binding up broken-hearted, healing wounds, shoring up faith, 
fanning back into flame, even miraculously, rescuing from sin, giving second (third +) 
chance 
 
Trans. This was to be Messiah’s ministry, and look at his commitment: [v. 3b-4a] 
Result: “justice” 
– not smashing down all who deserve wrath, anger 
– but the Hebrew word means “governing,” ie righteous ruling, helping subjects be healthy/happy 
– God’s method: • rescue by forgiveness 
 
• entrance to kingdom of love, peace, joy, light 
 
CONCLUSION.  
What do you think the last sentence means? [v. 4b] 
– “islands” = Hebrew means “coastlands,” ie. remotest places 
– “law”= Hebrew “Torah,” instruction, teaching 
cf. a person, waiting in silence for word from a loved one, ear always tuned to sounds nearby, heart 
pounding at possible approach even of messenger, breath held in anticipation. 
That’s you and me, from this remote place so far from Judea, coming to church (tuning in on 
computer/TV): “I want to hear the word of my Jesus, his teaching that soothes me, fills me, 
thrills me, takes me away! ‘Oh, how I love your word! I meditate on it all day long! (Ps 
119:97)” 
 
Hymn Suggestions: Jesus, I will ponder now; He stood before the Court 115; A Lamb Goes 
Uncomplaining Forth 100; In Silent Pain the Son of God - 713 
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Text Study/Sermon Notes/Preaching Suggestions – King to King 

Pastor Paul Meitner – Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Winthrop, MN 

 ׃ ו ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤ה כ ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤עַ ֹּ֤ל כ ֹּ֤סּ  ֹּ֤א מַֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤לַֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤תַֹּ֤ב ל ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ת־מ ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤ה הַֹּ֤תוֹר  ֹּ֤ה הַֹּ֤ז ֹּ֤את ֹֹּּ֤֤עַֹּ֤ל־ס  ֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤ר מ ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤י הַֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤ים הַֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤ם 18

ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ר א  ֹּ֤ת־כ ֹּ֤ל־ד ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤י הַֹּ֤תוֹר  ֹּ֤ה הַֹּ֤ז  ֹּ֤את  19 ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ה ֹֹּּ֤֤א ֹּ֤ת־י ֹּ֤הו  ֹּ֤ה א ֹּ֤לֹה  ֹּ֤יו ל   ֹּ֤וֹֹֹּּ֤֤כ ֹּ֤ל־י ֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤י חַֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤יו ל ֹּ֤מַ ֹּ֤עַֹּ֤ן י ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤מַ ֹּ֤ד ל ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ר  ו ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤ה ע ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤וֹֹֹּּ֤֤ו ֹּ֤ק  ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤א ב 
םֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤לַֹּ֤ הל ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ יםק  ֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤הַֹּ֤־תא ֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤  ׃

ֹּ֤וּר מ ֹּ֤ן־הַֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤צ ֹּ֤ו  ֹּ֤ה י ֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤יןֹּ֤ וֹּּ֤ש ֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤אול ל ֹּ֤מַֹּ֤עַֹּ֤ן ֹֹּּ֤֤יַֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤יךְֹּ֤י ֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤ים  עַֹּ֤ל־מַֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤לַֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤וּא וּב ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤יו   20 ל ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤י רוּם־ל ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤בוֹ ֹֹּּ֤֤מ  ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ח  ֹּ֤יו וֹּּ֤ל ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤י ס 
סֹּ֤׃ֹּ֤לא  ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ בר ֹּ֤ק  ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤  

18 When he sits on his royal throne, he is to have a copy of this law written for him on a scroll in the 

presence of the priests, who are from the tribe of Levi. 19 It is to remain with him, and he is to read it all 

the days of his life so that he learns to fear the LORD his God by being careful to carry out all the words of 

this law and these statutes, 20 so that his heart does not grow haughty toward his brothers and turn 

away from this set of commands, either to the right or the left, so that the days of his royal reign in 

Israel, as well as that of his sons, may be many. 

 

Deuteronomy 17:18 Grammar notes and analysis 

Hebrew English Analysis Notes/Significance 

 וְהָיֶָׁ֣ה 

wə-hā-yāh 

And it shall be Conj-w | V-Qal-

ConjPerf-3ms 

Previous verses have said that a king would  

1)Be allowed at the proper time in response to 

Israel’s request.  

וֹ  כְשִבְתֹ֔

ḵə-šiḇ-tōw, 

when he sits Prep-k | V-Qal-Inf 

| 3ms 

2.) He must be an Israelite chosen from the tribes. 

He could not be a foreigner. 

ל  עַַ֖

‘al 

on Prep 3) He was forbidden to amass horses (military 

might) or to hold slaves (economic might) 

א  כִסֵֶּׁ֣

kis-sê 

the throne N-msc 4) He was to be the husband of but one wife.  

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/vehayah_1961.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/cheshivto_3427.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/al_5921.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/kisse_3678.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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וֹ  מַמְלַכְתִׁ֑

mam-laḵ-

tōw; 

of his kingdom N-fsc | 3ms 5) He was forbidden from amassing great wealth.  

KEY POINT: IT should be clear to see from these 

first five qualifications that the role of King was to 

be typical of the Messiah and atypical from worldly 

conceptions of kingship. Luther, “The appointment 

of a king properly denotes Christ, who comes after 

the law. He has been made a king among His 

people not by our choosing but by God’s 

ordinances. He has not been brought from some 

strange nation, but was made in our likeness and 

became our brother, like one of us.” 

תַב  וְכָָּ֨

wə-ḵā-ṯaḇ 

that he shall 

write 

Conj-w | V-Qal-

ConjPerf-3ms 

The prioirity of the king was the priority of Psalm 1: 

Blessed is the man who studies the Word of God 

day and night.  

וֹ  לֶ֜

lōw 

for himself Prep | 3ms KEY!!! The ruling of a king is not pro forma. Just as 

faith cannot be pro forma, the king is to do this 

first out of love for God and his own soul.  

 אֶת־

’eṯ- 

- DirObjM Quote from Thomas More in A Man for All 

Seasons, “I think that when statesmen forsake 

their own private conscience for the sake of their 

public duties, they lead their country by a short 

route to chaos.” 

ה   מִשְנֵָּ֨

miš-nêh 

a copy N-msc “Every copy of a book is a reptition of its truth.” 

ה   הַתוֹרָֹּ֤

hat-tō-w-

rāh 

of law Art | N-fs Torah in the wide sense of the word. Not merely 

the legal portions, but the whole Law including the 

Gospel portions. 

 הַז את  

haz-zōṯ 

this Art | Pro-fs  

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/mamlachto_4467.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/mamlachto_4467.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/vechatav_3789.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/englishmans_hebrew.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/et_853.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/mishneh_4932.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hattorah_8451.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hattorah_8451.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hazzot_2063.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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 עַל־

‘al- 

in Prep  

פֶר   סֵֹ֔

sê-p̄er, 

a book N-ms This word can be used in many different contexts, 

but here it is refering to the books Moses that are 

before the Levites and Priests, therefore it is 

shorthand for the Canonical Scriptures. 

 מִלִפְנֵֶ֥י 

mil-lip̄-nê 

from [the one] 

before 

Prep-m, Prep-l | 

N-cpc 

The only evidence that this was ever done, and 

even then, it was not done as proscribed, was 

during the reign of Josiah when the Book of the 

Law was discovered during the renovations of the 

temple. When it was read to Josiah, he burst into 

tears and tore his garment.  

ים  הֲנִַ֖  הַכ 

hak-kō-hă-

nîm 

the priests Art | N-mp Luther, “That this prospective king might be of 

God, Moses instructs him to rule with trust in God 

alone and with the knowledge that he has been 

appointed and preserved by His Word.” 

ם׃   הַלְוִיִֶֽ

hal-wî-yim 

the Levites Art | N-proper-

mp 

 

 

Deuteronomy 17:19 Grammar notes and analysis 

Hebrew English Analysis Notes/Significance 

ה  וְהָיְתֶָׁ֣

wə-hā-yə-

ṯāh 

and it shall be Conj-w | V-Qal-

ConjPerf-3fs 

This was not to be a “confirmation is graduation” 

type mindset. The purpose of the personal copy 

was to cherish it. How sad it is to see a pristine 

condition Confirmation bible of a delinquent 

member or a pastor who has forgotten how to 

read his Greek and Hebrew. What testament to the 

warning of Paul about those who have “a form of 

godliness, but deny its power.” 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/al_5921.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/sefer_5612.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/millifnei_6440.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hakkohanim_3548.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hakkohanim_3548.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/halviyim_3881.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/vehayetah_1961.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/vehayetah_1961.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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וֹ  עִמֹ֔

‘im-mōw, 

with him Prep | 3ms *Application point: Notice how Paul longed for his 

scrolls in prison, how constant the refrain of the 

apostles and the prophets call to walk according 

to the Word; and how the Hebrew title of 

Deuteronomy is Davarim – The Words. The King 

was to be the first and foremost example and 

practitioner of the command of the Lord – Search 

the Scriptures.  

רָא  וְקֶָ֥

wə-qā-rā 

and he shall 

read 

Conj-w | V-Qal-

ConjPerf-3ms 

Contra Joel Osteen and his “Bible as Rabbit’s foot” 

mantra. How more fitting is the prayer in the old 

Lutheran Agenda, “May we so read, hear, learn, 

and inwardly digest” the Holy Scriptures.  

וֹ  בַ֖

ḇōw 

it Prep | 3ms  

 כָל־ 

kāl- 

all N-msc Not a day without! Anecdote of Pablo Cassales, 

“For the past eighty years I have started each day 

in the same manner. It is not a mechanical routine, 

but something essential to my daily life. I go to the 

piano, and play two preludes and fugues of Bach. I 

cannot think of doing otherwise. It is a sort of 

benediction on the house. But that is not its only 

meaning for me. It is a rediscovery of the world of 

which I have the joy of being a part. It fills me with 

awareness of the wonder of life, with a feeling of 

the incredible marvel of being a human being.” IF 

ONLY WE FELT THE SAME WAY ABOUT DAILY 

BIBLE STUDY AND ATTACKED IT WITH THE same 

vigor!!! 

י   יְמֵֶׁ֣

yə-mê 

the days N-mpc  

יו  חַיִָׁ֑

ḥay-yāw; 

of his life N-mpc | 3ms Is it not interesting and humbling how much joy 

the author of Scripture took in the study of 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/immo_5973.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/vekara_7121.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/englishmans_hebrew.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/kol_3605.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/yemei_3117.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/chaiyav_2416.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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Scripture, even as a boy, when he walked and 

talked on this earth in the days of his humiliation!  

עַן  לְמֶַׁ֣

lə-ma-‘an 

that Conj  

ד  יִלְמַ֗

yil-maḏ, 

he may learn V-Qal-Imperf-3ms  

 לְיִרְאָה  

lə-yir-’āh 

to fear Prep-l | V-Qal-Inf 

| 3fs 

Consider Psalm 1; 19; 119; and Proverbs 1.  

 אֶת־

’eṯ- 

- DirObjM  

 יְהוֶָׁ֣ה 

Yah-weh 

Yahweh N-proper-ms  

יו   אֱלֹהָֹ֔

’ĕ-lō-hāw, 

his God N-mpc | 3ms KEY! His God. Note again that faith is personal.  

ר  שְמ   לִִ֠

liš-mōr 

and be careful Prep-l | V-Qal-Inf Jesus on the careful keeping of the law:  

1“Amen, Amen, I tell you: The Son can do nothing 

on his own, but only what he sees the Father 

doing. Indeed, the Son does exactly what the 

Father does.” John 5:19 

ת־  אֶֶֽ

’eṯ- 

- DirObjM “I did not come to abolish the law but fulfill it.”  

 כָל־ 

kāl- 

all N-msc  

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/lemaan_4616.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/yilmad_3925.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/leyirah_3372.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/et_853.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/yahweh_3068.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/elohav_430.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/lishmor_8104.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/et_853.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/kol_3605.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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י  דִבְרֵֵ֞

diḇ-rê 

the words N-mpc “Not my will, but yours be done.”  

ה   הַתוֹרֶָ֥

hat-tō-w-

rāh 

of law Art | N-fs  

את  הַז ֶּ֛

haz-zōṯ 

this Art | Pro-fs  

 וְאֶת־

wə-’eṯ- 

and Conj-w | DirObjM “How then would the Scriptures be fulfilled.” 

ים  קִֶ֥  הַח 

ha-ḥuq-qîm 

statutes Art | N-mp Notice how specific Jesus was in keeping the law – 

from Circumcision to holy observances – to even 

the paying of the temple tax. It is interesting during 

his passion that his enemies had to uses false 

witnesses because there was literally no evidence 

of any wrongdoing on his part, not even in the 

slightest, according to the law and statutes of 

Moses. 

לֶה  הָאֵַ֖

hā-’êl-leh 

these Art | Pro-cp  

ם׃   לַעֲש תֶָֽ

la-‘ă-śō-

ṯām. 

to observe Prep-l | V-Qal-Inf 

| 3mp 

“It is finished.”  

 

 

 

 

 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/divrei_1697.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hattorah_8451.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hattorah_8451.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hazzot_2063.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/veet_853.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hachukkim_2706.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/haelleh_428.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/laasotam_6213.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/laasotam_6213.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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Deuteronomy 17:20 

Hebrew English Analysis Notes/Significance  

י  לְבִלְתִֹּ֤

lə-ḇil-tî 

That not Prep-l Here again is the fundamental point of the 

attachment to the Word of God- It transforms the 

heart to be in obedience to the will of God.  

 רוּם־ 

rūm- 

may be lifted V-Qal-Inf  

 לְבָבוֹ  

lə-ḇā-ḇōw 

his heart N-msc | 3ms Note: It was always a temptation to place pride in 

oneself that always led to the destruction of all the 

kings recorded in Scripture, even good kings like 

Hezekiah who boasted of his wealth before envoys 

from Babylon (II Kings 20:12-19), and Josiah, who 

ignored the Word of the Lord to do battle with 

Egypt (II Chronicles 35:22). Christ was tempted 

with the same temptation in the wilderness when 

Satan said, “If you are the Son of God, turn these 

stones into bread.” Here Christ is directly being 

tempted to uses his position for his own 

advantage. But Christ, in obedience to the Word of 

God, stood fast. How fitting are the words of Paul 

in Philippians, “5 Indeed,[a] let this attitude be in 

you, which was also in Christ Jesus. 6 Though he 

was by nature God,[b] he did not consider equality 

with God as a prize to be displayed,[c] 7 but he 

emptied himself by taking the nature[d] of a 

servant. When he was born in human likeness, and 

his appearance was like that of any other 

man,[e] 8 he humbled himself and became obedient 

to the point of death—even death on a 

cross. 9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and 

gave him the name that is above every name, 10 so 

that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/levilti_1115.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/rum_7311.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/levavo_3824.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2&version=EHV#fen-EHV-29384a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2&version=EHV#fen-EHV-29385b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2&version=EHV#fen-EHV-29385c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2&version=EHV#fen-EHV-29386d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2&version=EHV#fen-EHV-29386e
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every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

יו  אֶחָֹ֔  מֵֶֽ

mê-’e-ḥāw, 

above his 

brothers 

Prep-m | N-mpc 

| 3ms 

Note: We are warned in Scripture against pride on 

numerous occasions, not the least of which is 

Proverbs 16:18, “ 

Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit 

precedes a fall.” Jesus tells us that the necessary 

consequence of faith is bearing a cross, not to add 

to the redemption he has given us, but to keep our 

pride from leading us away from such redemption.  

י  וּלְבִלְתִֶּ֛

ū-lə-ḇil-tî 

and not Conj-w, Prep-l  

וּר  סֶ֥

sūr 

that he may turn 

aside 

V-Qal-Inf It is interesting that Christ, according to his human 

nature during the days of his humiliation needed 

to fight against the temptation to self-glory (Cf. 

Matthew 4). His stress and agony in the Garden of 

Gethsemane were proof positive that though 

Christ won the victory, it was no cakewalk. The 

necessary consequence to Jesus state of 

humiliation is that he had to lean alone upon the 

Word of God for the victory. What is seen so 

clearly in the Temptation of Jesus, where Jesus 

alone resorts to the words of Deuteronomy to 

best the devil’s temptation, is also at work as 

Jesus is tormented in his passion for our sake. He 

won the victory by holding fast alone to the Word 

of God.  

 מִן־ 

min- 

from Prep  

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/meechav_251.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/ulevilti_1115.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/sur_5493.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/min_4480.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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 הַמִצְוַָ֖ה

ham-miṣ-

wāh 

the 

commandment 

Art | N-fs  

ין   יָמִֶׁ֣

yā-mîn 

[to] the right 

hand 

N-fs  

אול  וּשְמ ִׁ֑

ū-śə-mō-wl; 

or [to] the left Conj-w | N-ms  

מַעַן  לְ   

lə-ma-‘an 

that Conj  

יךְ  יַאֲרִָּ֨

ya-’ă-rîḵ 

he may prolong V-Hifil-Imperf-

3ms 

It is interesting, is it not how much this passage is 

reflected in Isaiah 53: 

He will prolong his days, 

and the LORD’s gracious plan will succeed in his 

hand. 
11 After his soul experiences anguish, he will see 

the light of life.[g] 

He will provide satisfaction.[h] 

Through their knowledge of him, my just servant 

will justify the many, 

for he himself carried their guilt.[i] 
12 Therefore I will give him an allotment among the 

great,[j] 

and with the strong he will share plunder, 

because he poured out his life to death, 

and he let himself be counted with rebellious 

sinners. 

He himself carried the sin of many, 

and he intercedes for the rebels. 

ים  יָמִֹ֧

yā-mîm 

[his] days N-mp And Psalm 22 

22 I will declare your name to my brothers. 
In the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hammitzvah_4687.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hammitzvah_4687.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/yamin_3225.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/usemol_8040.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/lemaan_4616.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/yaarich_748.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+53&version=EHV#fen-EHV-18720g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+53&version=EHV#fen-EHV-18720h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+53&version=EHV#fen-EHV-18720i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+53&version=EHV#fen-EHV-18721j
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/yamim_3117.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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23 You who fear the LORD, praise him! 
All you descendants of Jacob, honor him! 
Stand in awe of him, all you descendants of Israel! 
24 For he has not despised nor detested the 
affliction of the afflicted. 
He has not hidden his face from him, 
but when he cried out to him, he heard. 
25 You are the source of my praise in the great 
congregation.[g] 
I will fulfill my vows in the presence of those who 
fear him. 
All who go down to the dust will kneel before 
him— 
those who cannot keep themselves alive.[i] 

 עַל־

‘al- 

in Prep 

The Glory of Messiah’s Kingdom 

26 The poor will eat and be satisfied. 

Those who seek him will praise the LORD— 

may he live in your hearts forever![h] 

 

וֹ  מַמְלַכְתֶּ֛

mam-laḵ-

tōw 

his kingdom N-fsc | 3ms 

27 All the ends of the earth will remember and turn 

to the LORD, 

and all the families of the nations will bow down 

before you. 
28 For the kingdom belongs to the LORD, 

and he rules over the nations. 
29 All the rich of the earth will eat and bow down. 
30 Descendants will serve him. 

For generations people will be told about the Lord. 

וּא  הֶ֥

hū 

he Pro-3ms 

31 They will come and proclaim his righteousness 

    to a people yet to be born— 

because he has done it. 

 וּבָנַָ֖יו

ū-ḇā-nāw 

and his children Conj-w | N-mpc 

| 3ms 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+22&version=EHV#fen-EHV-14228g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+22&version=EHV#fen-EHV-14232i
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/al_5921.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+22&version=EHV#fen-EHV-14229h
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/mamlachto_4467.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/mamlachto_4467.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hu_1931.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/uvanav_1121.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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רֶב   בְקֶֶ֥

bə-qe-reḇ 

in the midst Prep-b | N-msc 

 

ל׃   יִשְרָאֵֶֽ

yiś-rā-’êl. 

of Israel N-proper-ms  

 ס

s 

- Punc  

 

Comments of the text proper: 
It is interesting to note that the position of King in Israel was the most restrictive. It can be truly 
said that long before Magna Carta in England, Israel was the first limited monarchy. But the 
limitations of the monarchy were not imposed from below, that is, from the ruled, but from 
above, from God, who endowed the ruler with the right to rule. There are chapters devoted to 
the rights of the priests and Levites, the power, duty and authority of prophets and judges; but 
one searches in vain to find anything of the “rights of kings” in the Torah. Indeed, 17:15 in the 
Hebrew (som tasim aleicha Melech) is literally rendered, “You may set, yes set, over you a 
king.” It is an optional appointment.  

While verses 15-17 are not in our text, it is important to make note that a king could not be a 
foreigner, but had to be a native-born Israelite. He was to keep himself from everything that 
would divert him from the proper rule of God’s people. A reading of Samuel, Kings and 
Chronicles should suffice to show the danger of what happened when the kings and the people 
promptly ignored these injunctions and the catastrophe that followed.  

It is also interesting to see that the king, just like the prophet and the priest, were chosen by 
God. And while the purpose of the king was to rule, he was to be ruled, or he was to rule his 
ruling by the Word of the Lord, the Torah, of which he was to make himself a copy, and then 
read it and keep its words upon his heart all the days of his life. It is interesting that David was a 
king “After God’s own heart” and that all good kings “walked in the footsteps of their father 
David.”  

It is not too small a point to make that if a king was to properly rule his people, he needed to be 
ruled by God. He was to be a living example to his subjects of how he an Israelite was to walk 
before the Lord. It is a fascinating scene when David dances before the Lord with the people 
when the ark is brought to Jerusalem. He divests himself of the badges of office and dances in 
plain dress with his fellow people. He worships and makes offerings with the people. Michal, 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/bekerev_7130.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/yisrael_3478.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/englishmans_hebrew.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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Saul’s daughter and David’s wife, despises him for it and rebukes him when he returns from the 
worship. 

Yet David says, “I did this before the Lord, who chose me above your father and all his house, when he 
appointed me leader over the people of the Lord, over Israel. I will rejoice before the Lord, and I will 
make myself even more lowly than this. I will be humble in my own eyes, but among the servant girls 
you have spoken about, among them I will be honored.” (I Samuel 6:21-22). As a punishment for her 
haughty unbelief and despising the Lord’s anointed, Michal never bears a child.  
 
It is a more subtle point, but this section of Scripture does confirm the inviolability of Scripture. Scripture 
is the Word of God. That is the reason it is before the Priests and Levites. It is the reason that the King 
should have it upon his heart. There is no authority above it. Men can and do, in their darkness, make 
and pass laws that violate the Scriptures. But in truth they are but planting the seeds of their own 
destruction. The wise ruler never uses his reason in a magisterial way, but in a ministerial way. This 
distinction between magisterial and ministerial uses of reason is not limited to the theologian at the 
Seminary or the pastor in his study. It is equally applied to the statesman that God raises up to rule his 
people.  
 

Comments regarding this text in connection to 

Christ and his trial before Pilate and Herod 
We have often treated the words that Jesus says to Pilate in his first interview atomistic. But if we truly 
believe that the offices of Prophet, Priest and King were shadows of the Messiah, then we needed to see 
the words of Jesus in his interview as a reflection of his kingly demeanor according to the Old 
Testament. It can be seen that ONLY Jesus truly fulfilled the kingly ideal set forth in Scripture.  
 
While it is true that David was a man after God’s own heart, even David failed, and failed grossly to live 
up to the kingly ideal. His son, Solomon, was indeed the wisest man who ever lived and made God 
happy for his desire for divine wisdom to rule God’s people Israel, failed even more miserably. For all the 
kings failed in regards to the marriage requirements, the amassing of horses and slaves, and amassing 
great wealth.  
 
Yet Jesus, though born of royal blood, was always one after God’s own heart. We tend to forget that 
from the very beginning, Jesus characterized his ministry in terms of a kingdom. The earliest picture of 
Jesus is one that is obedient to the law of Moses – in the circumcision, naming and dedication. At the 
age of 12, he is there in the temple about his father’s business. We tend to think of this in terms of 
prophetic and priestly terms, but we must not neglect the kingly aspect of this statement. The kingdom 
he came to establish was a kingdom of grace unto salvation. To that end, he never veered to the right or 
to the left of the Law of Moses or its statutes. He came to fulfill the law, not to abolish it. Indeed, Jesus 
always refused the kingly presumptions of the masses. The only time he would be hailed as a king would 
be according to the Scriptures which demanded it (Matthew 21).  
 
When Pilate questions him and Jesus answers, the idea of kingship was not invented out of whole cloth. 
The charge of the Jews was to mischaracterized Jesus as a threat to earthly power – which they knew he 
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was not. This brings us to the interview before Pilate. Pilate, as a Roman, as an unbeliever, was 
incapable of seeing kingship in any other way than that of the world. He is seeking to establish if Jesus is 
an actual threat to the government of Caesar or merely a harmless philosopher/religious zealot.  
 
What Jesus is doing then with Pilate is enticing him to see his kingship with the eyes of faith, but Pilate, 
the cynic, refuses. And though he makes mockery of Jesus with crown of thorns and purple robe, though 
he needles the Jews with the placard above his head, he in truth is uttering the truth he failed to grasp. 
He truly was the king that the Lord promised – the one whose obedience to the law of God redeems all 
mankind. However, before the end of that day, some of the soldiers who mocked, tortured and crucified 
him will. “Surely he was the Son of God!”  
 
The difference between a true king and false king that is made in the Old Testament is clearly seen when 
Jesus stands before Herod. Herod is the epitome of earthly kingship when it is corrupted from his divine 
ends to serve only human lust. Here is a man who is and adulterer, drunk, schemer and murderer of 
God’s own prophet. Jesus is for him but sport and entertainment. Jesus is mocked and returned because 
he did not behave the way that he wished. Herod believed religion was at best something to be used to 
control the people (See Plato’s Republic or Cicero’s On Religion). What his power and pride had blind 
him to was that Jesus, according to his kingdom and his power was always in control of all things. But he 
stood here in this manner, both before Herod and Pilate, as a display of his love and as an offer of his 
grace that they too might believe and be saved.  
 
It was Christ’s active obedience to the Law of God that accomplished our salvation. The immutable 
justice of God demands perfect obedience to his law and pronounces damnation on all transgressors. 
This verdict of God could only be fulfilled by King Jesus. When Jesus says to Pilate that everyone on the 
side of truth listens to the King of truth, he is saying this: Whoever would be saved must believe that I, 
the king before you, have satisfied the justice of God and the wrath of God on your behalf. If you 
recognize that truth, you are part of my kingdom.”  
 

Telic Note: The true King of God submits his will completely to God for the good of God’s 
people. 

 

Basic outline with parts: 

KING TO KING 

PART I: HE SUBMITS COMPLETELY TO THE ONE WHO CROWNED HIM. 

Specific Law: The heart must be restrained from pride and temptation or disasters will result. 
(Example: The reign of King John of England; Reign of Manasseh in the Scriptures; Exile to 
Babylon) 

Specific Gospel:  A true king lays his heart before the one who can form and fashion it. Jesus 
submitted alone to the Word of God during the days of his flesh to accomplish his mission. 
Jesus only went as far as the Scriptures allowed, and no further, though his heart struggled, 
such as in Gethsemane. (Stress that Jesus’ active obedience was no cakewalk, but consumed his 
entire, heart, mind and soul in the most difficult of situations.) 
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PART II: HE SUBMITS COMPLETELY FOR THE SAKE OF HIS SUBJECTS. 

Specific Law: A worldly king does all things for his glory (Presidential library; monuments; 
legacy) A king wants to be praised and feared by men long after he is gone. (Read Byron’s poem 
Ozymandias to see the folly of this) 

Specific Gospel: A true king knows that lasting blessing must be according to God’s will. (A true 
leader suffers so that his people will survive and thrive. For the joy set before him, Christ 
embraced the cross, scorning its shame. Paul’s statement is key here: Here is a trustworthy 
statement deserving full acceptance, Christ Jesus came into this world to save sinners, of whom 
I am the worst. (Stress how Christ always kept his eyes on the prize, even before men like Pilate 
and Herod.) 

Hymn Suggestions: 

93  Hail to the Lord’ Anointed  

373 O Jesus, King Most Wonderful  

100 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth – vs 2,3 
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Text Study/Sermon Notes/Preaching Suggestions – Pole to Pole 

ֹּ֤וֹם וַֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤צַ ֹּ֤ר נ  ֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤ש־ה ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤ם בַֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤ךֹּ֤ 4 ֹּ֤ב א ֹּ֤ת־א  ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤ץ א ֹּ֤ד  וַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ס ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤וֹּּ֤מ ֹּ֤ה  ֹּ֤ר ה ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ר ֹֹּּ֤֤ד  ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤ךְֹֹּּ֤֤יַֹּ֤ם־ס ֹּ֤וּף ל ֹּ֤ס ֹּ֤ב    ׃ְ

וַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤דַֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤ר ה ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤ם ב  ֹּ֤אלֹה ֹּ֤ים ֹֹּּ֤֤וּב ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ה ֹֹּּ֤֤ל ֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤ה ה  ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ית  ֹּ֤נוּ ֹֹּּ֤֤מ ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤צ ֹּ֤רַ ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ם ל ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤וּת בַֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤ר כ  ֹּ֤י א  ֹּ֤יןֹּ֤ ל  ֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤ם ֹֹּּ֤֤ו ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤יןֹּ֤ מַ ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ם ו ֹּ֤נַֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤נוֹּּ֤ק  ֹּ֤צ ֹּ֤ה   5
ֹּ֤לֹק ֹּ֤הַֹּ֤ םח ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤בַֹּ֤ לק    ׃

ַֽי ֹּ֤נַֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤וֹּּ֤א ֹּ֤ת־ה ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤ם וַי  ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ת עַֹּ֤ם־ר  ֹּ֤ב מ ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ל 6 ֹּ֤ת הַֹּ֤נּ ֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ים הַֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤פ  ֹּ֤ים וַ   ׃וַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤שַֹּ֤לַ ֹּ֤ח י ֹּ֤הו  ֹּ֤ה ב ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤ם א  

ֹּ֤נוֹּּ֤בַ ֹּ֤יהו ֹּ֤ה ֹֹֹּּּ֤֤֤ו ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤ךְֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤פַֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ל ֹֹּּ֤֤א ֹּ֤ל־י ֹּ֤הו  ֹּ֤ה ו ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ס  ֹּ֤ר מ ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤ינוֹּּ֤א ֹּ֤ת־הַֹּ֤נּ ֹּ֤ח  ֹּ֤שֹּ֤וַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤פַֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤ל  7 ֹּ֤ה וַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤אמ ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤וֹּּ֤ח ֹּ֤ט  ֹּ֤אנוֹּּ֤כ  ֹּ֤י־ד ֹּ֤בַ ֹּ֤ר  וַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤א ֹֹּּ֤֤ה ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤ם א ֹּ֤ל־מ ֹּ֤ש  
םע  ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ דעַ ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ הש  ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤  ׃ 

ֹּ֤וּךְֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ה א ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤ח  ֹּ֤י 8 ֹּ֤ה ע ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤הֹּ֤ ל ֹּ֤ך ֹֹּּ֤֤ש ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤ף ו ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤יםֹּ֤ א ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤עַֹּ֤ל־נ  ֹּ֤ס ו ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ה ֹֹּּ֤֤כ ֹּ֤ל־הַֹּ֤נּ ֹּ֤ש   ׃ וַֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤אמ ֹּ֤ר י ֹּ֤הו  ֹּ֤הֹּ֤ א ֹּ֤ל־מ ֹּ֤ש  
 

4 They set out from Mount Hor along the road to the Red Sea to go around the land of Edom, 
but the people became very impatient along the way.  

וּ  וַיִסְעֵ֞
way-yis-‘ū 

And they 
journeyed 

Conj-w | V-Qal-
ConsecImperf-
3mp 

Because it was going back instead of going 
forward to Canaan's land, and because of the 
length of the way; it was a round about way they 
were going; 

ר  מֵה ֹּ֤
mê-hōr 

from Hor Prep-m | N-
proper-fs 

when, could they have been admitted to have 
passed through the country of Edom, the way 
would have been short; 

 הָהָר  
hā-hār 

Mount Art | N-ms or had they pursued their victory over the 
Canaanite, they would have gone directly into 
the land; 

רֶךְ   דֶֶׁ֣
de-reḵ 

by the Way N-csc and this perhaps was what fretted, vexed, and 
discouraged them, that they were obliged to go 
back, and take such a circuit, when they had 
such an opportunity of entering; 

 יַם־
yam- 

of the Sea N-msc and they might be distressed also with the 
badness and the roughness of the way, the 
borders of Edom being rocky and craggy: it is in 
the original text, "their soul or breath was short 

וּף  סֹ֔
sūp̄, 

Red N-ms they fetched their breath short, being weary and 
faint with travelling, or through anger, as angry 
persons do, when in a great passion: 

ב  לִסְב ַ֖
lis-ḇōḇ 

to go around Prep-l | V-Qal-Inf so the people of God travelling through the 
wilderness of this world are often discouraged, 
because of the difficulties, trials, and troubles 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/vaiyisu_5265.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/mehor_2023.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/hahar_2022.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/derech_1870.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/yam_3220.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/suf_5488.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/lisvo_5437.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrewparse.htm
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they meet with in the way, from sin, Satan, and 
the world, and are fretful and impatient; 

 אֶת־
’eṯ- 

- DirObjM but though they are led about and walk in a 
round about way, and in a rough way, yet in a 
right way to the city of their habitation, Psalm 
107:7. 

רֶץ  אֶֶׁ֣
’e-reṣ 

the land N-fsc  

וֹם  אֱדִׁ֑
’ĕ-ḏō-wm; 

of Edom N-proper-ms  

ר  וַתִקְצֶַ֥
wat-tiq-ṣar 

and became 
very 
discouraged 

Conj-w | V-Qal-
ConsecImperf-3fs 

 

פֶש־   נֶֶֽ
ne-p̄eš- 

the soul N-fsc  

ם  הָעַָ֖
hā-‘ām 

of the people Art | N-ms  

רֶךְ׃   בַדֶָֽ
bad-dā-reḵ. 

on the way Prep-b, Art | N-cs  

 
5 The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt 
to die in the wilderness? Look, there is no food! There is no water! And we are disgusted by this 
worthless food!” 

ר  וַיְדַבֵֶׁ֣
way-ḏab-bêr 

And spoke Conj-w | V-Piel-
ConsecImperf-
3ms 

And the people spake against God,.... Who 
went before them in the pillar of cloud and fire, 
for leading them in such a way; that is, against 
Christ, as the apostle has taught us to interpret 
it, 1 Corinthians 10:9, and is no inconsiderable 
proof of the deity of Christ;  

ם  הָעָ֗
hā-‘ām, 

the people Art | N-ms  

אלֹהִים    בֵֶֽ
bê-lō-hîm 

against God Prep-b | N-mp  

שֶה    וּבְמ 
ū-ḇə-mō-šeh 

and against 
Moses 

Conj-w, Prep-b | 
N-proper-ms 

and against Moses; his servant, for obeying the 
orders of the Lord, and leading and guiding the 
people as he directed him: 

ה  לָמָֹּ֤
lā-māh 

why Interrog  
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נוּ   עֱלִית    הֶֶֽ
he-‘ĕ-lî-ṯu-nū 

have you 
brought us up 

V-Hifil-Perf-2mp 
| 1cp 

 

יִם   מִמִצְרַֹ֔
mim-miṣ-ra-
yim, 

out of Egypt Prep-m | N-
proper-fs 

 

וּת   לָמַ֖
lā-mūṯ 

to die Prep-l | V-Qal-
Inf 

 

ר  בַמִדְבִָׁ֑
bam-miḏ-bār; 

in the 
wilderness 

Prep-b, Art | N-
ms 

 

י  כִֶׁ֣
kî 

for Conj  

ין   אֵֶ֥
’ên 

no Adv   

חֶם    לֶָּ֨
le-ḥem 

[there is] food N-ms Verse 5. - There is no bread, neither is there 
any water. The one of these statements was no 
doubt as much and as little true as the other.  

ין   וְאֵֶׁ֣
wə-’ên 

and no Conj-w | Adv There was no ordinary supply of either; but as 
they had bread given to them from heaven, so 
they had water from the rock, otherwise they 
could not possibly have existed 

יִם  מַֹ֔
ma-yim, 

water N-mp . Our soul loatheth this light bread. קְלקֵל, a 
stronger form than קַל from קָלַל. 
Septuagint, διακένῳ.  

נוּ   וְנַפְשֵֶׁ֣
wə-nap̄-šê-nū 

and our soul Conj-w | N-fsc | 
1cp 

They meant to say, as their fathers had 
(chapter 11:6), that it was unsavory and 
unsubstantial in comparison with the heavy 
and succulent diet of Egypt (see note on 
chapter Numbers 20:3). Numbers 21:5 

צָה  קָֹ֔
qā-ṣāh, 

loathes V-Qal-Perf-3fs  

 בַלֶַ֖חֶם 
bal-le-ḥem 

bread Prep-b, Art | N-
ms 

 

ל׃   הַקְלֹקֵֶֽ
haq-qə-lō-qêl. 

this worthless Art | Adj-ms  

  

6 The LORD sent venomous[b] snakes among the people, and the snakes bit the people. As a result 
many people from Israel died.  

ח  וַיְשַלַָּ֨
way-šal-laḥ 

So sent Conj-w | V-Piel-
ConsecImperf-3ms 

God's response in this situation was 
swift and fatal for Israel; many of 
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them perished from the poisonous 
venom of deadly snakes God sent 
upon His murmuring people. It was 
about time. 

ה   יְהוֶָ֜
Yah-weh 

Yahweh N-proper-ms Many, many times before this the 
sinful and unreasonable complaints 
of the people of God had long ago 
exceeded the merciful and 
understanding forbearance of God. 

ם  בָעָ֗
bā-‘ām, 

among the 
people 

Prep-b, Art | N-ms The exact description of these 
snakes is not given, nor would it be 
helpful if we had it. Speculations 
about the exact species, or whether 
or not it can be identified with any 
of the snakes in that area today are 
worthless. 

ת  אִֵ֚
’êṯ 

- DirObjM As always, intelligent people are 
capable of responding to justly 
deserved punishment, and Israel 
promptly repented, apologized to 
Moses, confessed their sins, and 
requested Moses' prayers on their 
behalf. 

ים   הַנְּחָשִֶׁ֣
han-nə-ḥā-šîm 

serpents Art | N-mp For once, they were on exactly the 
right track. 

ים   הַשְּׂרָפִֹ֔
haś-śə-rā-p̄îm, 

fiery Art | N-mp The word appears to denote a 
particular kind of serpent, as in the 
following verse. Some think that 
they were so called because of the 
bright fiery red upon their heads; 
others because of the blazing 
sunbeams on their scales; and 
others because of their 
inflammatory and poisonous bite. 
Venomous snakes are said to 
abound still in the Arabah. 

וּ  ַֽיְנַשְכַ֖  וֶַֽ
way-naš-šə-ḵū 

and they bit Conj-w | V-Piel-
ConsecImperf-3mp 

 

 אֶת־
’eṯ- 

- DirObjM  

ם  הָעִָׁ֑
hā-‘ām; 

the people Art | N-ms  
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 וַיֶָ֥מָת
way-yā-māṯ 

and died Conj-w | V-Qal-
ConsecImperf-3ms 

 

 עַם־
‘am- 

The people N-ms  

ב  רַָ֖
rāḇ 

many Adj-ms  

ל׃   מִיִשְרָאֵֶֽ
mî-yiś-rā-’êl. 

of Israel Prep-m | N-proper-ms  

 
7 The people went to Moses and said, “We have sinned, because we have spoken against 
the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD to take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed 
on behalf of the people. 

 וַיָב א  
way-yā-ḇō 

Therefore came Conj-w | V-Qal-
ConsecImperf-3ms 

 He sent fiery serpents among 
them, which bit or stung many to 
death. It is to be feared that they 
would not have owned the sin, if 
they had not felt the smart; but 
they relent under the rod. And God 
made a wonderful provision for 
their relief. The Jews themselves 
say it was not the sight of the 
brazen serpent that cured; but in 
looking up to it, they looked up to 
God as the Lord that healed them. 
There was much gospel in this.  

ם  הָעָָּ֨
hā-‘ām 

the people Art | N-ms Our Saviour declared, Joh 3:14,15, 
that as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, so the Son of 
man must be lifted up, that 
whatsoever believeth in him, 
should not perish. 

 אֶל־
’el- 

to Prep Compare their disease and ours. 
Sin bites like a serpent, and stings 
like an adder. Compare the 
application of their remedy and 
ours. They looked and lived, and 
we, if we believe, shall not perish. 

ה שֶֶ֜  מ 
mō-šeh 

Moses N-proper-ms It is by faith that we look unto 
Jesus, Heb 12:2. Whosoever 
looked, however desperate his 
case, or feeble his sight, or distant 
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his place, was certainly and 
perfectly cured. The Lord can 

וּ  וַי אמְרֶׁ֣
way-yō-mə-rū 

and said Conj-w | V-Qal-
ConsecImperf-3mp 

relieve us from dangers and 
distresses, by means which human 
reason never would have devised. 
we perish! Nor would any abuse 
the freeness of Christ's salvation, 
while they reckoned the price 
which it cost him. 

אנוּ   חָטָ֗
ḥā-ṭā-nū, 

we have sinned V-Qal-Perf-1cp Oh that the venom of the old 
serpent, inflaming men's passions, 
and causing them to commit sins 
which end in their eternal 
destruction, were as sensibly felt, 
and the danger as plainly seen, as 
the Israelites felt pain from the bite 
of the fiery serpents, and feared 
the death which followed! 

י־  כִֶֽ
kî- 

for Conj Then none would shut their eyes to 
Christ, or turn from his gospel. 
Then a crucified Saviour would be 
so valued, that all things else 
would be accounted loss for him; 
then, without delay, and with 
earnestness and simplicity, all 
would apply to him in the 
appointed way, crying, Lord, save 
us; 

רְנוּ   דִבַֹּ֤
ḏib-bar-nū 

we have spoken V-Piel-Perf-1cp  

יהוָה    בֶַֽ
Yah-weh 

against Yahweh Prep-b | N-proper-ms  

ךְ  וָבָֹ֔
wā-ḇāḵ, 

and against you Conjunctive waw :: 
Preposition :: second 
person masculine 
singular Conj-w | Prep | 
2ms 

 

 הִתְפַלֵל  
hiṯ-pal-lêl 

pray V-Hitpael-Imp-ms  

ל־אֶ   
’el- 

to Prep  
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ה   יְהוָֹ֔
Yah-weh, 

Yahweh N-proper-ms  

ר  וְיָסֵֶ֥
wə-yā-sêr 

that He take 
away 

Conj-w | V-Hifil-
ConjImperf.Jus-3ms 

This punishment brought the 
people to reflection. They 
confessed their sin to Moses, and 
entreated him to deliver them 
from the plague through his 
intercession with the Lord. And the 
Lord helped them; in such a way, 
however, that the reception of 
help was made to depend upon the 
faith of the people. 

ינוּ  מֵעָלֵַ֖
mê-‘ā-lê-nū 

from us Prep-m | 1cp  

 אֶת־
’eṯ- 

- DirObjM  

ש   הַנָּחִָׁ֑
han-nā-ḥāš; 

the serpents Art | N-ms  

ל   וַיִתְפַלֵֶ֥
way-yiṯ-pal-lêl 

so prayed Conj-w | V-Hitpael-
ConsecImperf-3ms 

 

ה שֶַ֖  מ 
mō-šeh 

Moses N-proper-ms  

ד  בְעֶַ֥
bə-‘aḏ 

for Prep  

ם׃   הָעֶָֽ
hā-‘ām. 

the people Art | N-ms  

 
8 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a venomous snake and put it on a pole. If anyone who is bitten 
looks at it, he will live.” 

אמֶר  וַי ָּ֨
way-yō-mer 

And said Conj-w | V-Qal-
ConsecImperf-
3ms 

The great significance of this derives from 
Jesus' mention of it as follows: 
"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up; that whosoever believeth may in 
him have eternal life" (John 3:14-15). 
Also John 12:32-33, "And I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men unto 
myself. But this he said, signifying by what 
manner of death he should die." 

ה   יְהוֶָ֜
Yah-weh 

Yahweh N-proper-ms It is nothing short of amazing that the Christ 
should have found foreshadowings in this 
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event of his own redemptive work on the 
Cross, but there cannot be any doubt of it, 
and we therefore receive this event in 
certain particulars of it as a Type of Christ, 
"Not through the discernment of man, but 
by the preordination of God, being one of 
the typical histories, applied by the Saviour 
to himself." 

 אֶל־
’el- 

to Prep  

ה שֶ֗  מ 
mō-šeh, 

Moses N-proper-ms TYPICAL OF CHRIST 
A. Man's enemy, Satan, appears here in the 
form of the venomous serpents, which like 
"That Old Serpent" (Revelation 12:9), were 
the cause of sin and death. 

ה  עֲשֵֹּ֤
‘ă-śêh 

Make V-Qal-Imp-ms  

 לְךָ  
lə-ḵā 

to you Prep | 2ms B. The uniqueness of the remedy God here 
proposed is like that of Christ himself, being 
no other. 
 

ף   שָרָֹ֔
śā-rāp̄, 

a fiery 
[serpent] 

N-ms C. The lifting up of the serpent foretold the 
manner of Jesus' death on Calvary. 
 

ים  וְשִֶ֥
wə-śîm 

and set Conj-w | V-Qal-
Imp-ms 

D. Just as the brass serpent had the likeness 
and form of the serpents themselves, Jesus 
also was "made in the likeness of sinful 
flesh" (Romans 8:3). And just as the brass 
serpent which was lifted up was without any 
evil whatever; so was Christ 

וֹ תַ֖  א 
’ō-ṯōw 

it DirObjM | 3ms E. Faith in what God commanded, 
demonstrated by "looking unto" the serpent 
was like the faith that obeys the Word of 
God with reference to what Christ 
commanded. Healing 

 עַל־
‘al- 

on Prep in both cases resulted from hearing, 
believing, and obeying the Divine 
commandments. 

 נִֵׁ֑ס 
nês; 

a pole N-ms F. Some have equated "looking unto" with 
"faith alone" as the means of appropriating 
healing and salvation, but there is a fatal 
flaw in that analogy. "Looking unto" was a 
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positive and obedient objective action. 
"Saving faith" as understood by solifidians is 
none of this! 
 

 וְהָיָה  
wə-hā-yāh 

and it shall 
be that 

Conj-w | V-Qal-
ConjPerf-3ms 

G. The "lifting up of the serpent upon the 
standard" is typical of the "Lifting up of 
Christ," not solely restricted to this death on 
a cross, but also applicable to the worldwide, 
and perpetual "lifting up" of the Saviour 
himself in the worship and adoration of all 
nations and tribes and tongues and peoples. 
 

 כָל־ 
kāl- 

everyone N-msc The student is invited to contrast the 
marvelous richness of this great event set 
forth in the above analogies with the snide 
comments that see nothing here except, 
"that of sympathetic magic - the belief that 
the fate of an object or person can be 
governed by the manipulation of its exact 
image!"[13] This of course gives the same 
status to this event as that encountered in 
the Voodoo cults of Africa and the West 
Indies. 
 

וּךְ   הַנָּשֹ֔
han-nā-šūḵ, 

who is 
bitten 

Art | V-Qal-
QalPassPrtcpl-ms 

 

ה  וְרָאֶָ֥
wə-rā-’āh 

and when 
he looks at 

Conj-w | V-Qal-
ConjPerf-3ms 

 

וֹ תַ֖  א 
’ō-ṯōw 

it DirObjM | 3ms One other question of interest is that of 
"What became of the brass serpent?" 
 

י׃  וָחֶָֽ
wā-ḥāy. 

and shall 
live 

Conj-w | V-Qal-
ConjPerf-3ms 

The brazen image of the serpent was taken 
by the Israelites to Canaan, and preserved 
until the time of Hezekiah, who had it broken 
in pieces because the idolatrous people 
presented incense-offerings to this holy relic 
(2 Kings 18:4) 
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Pericopic usage  
Lent 4 - ILCW-b   
Lent 5 - Historical, Eisenach, Thomasius 
Trinity 14 - Synodical Conference 
  

Outlines  
Look Up in Faith 
I. Know your need 
II. Behold your Savior 
  
Keep Looking Up 
I. See God’s loving discipline 
II. See God’s divine mercy 
  
God’s Remedy for Sin and Death - Jesus Christ 
I. Recognize the problem 
II. Trust God’s care  
   
Hymns - preferred:  
108 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 
113 Upon the Cross Extended  
391 God Loved the World 
(if four hymns, then in third place: #99 Oh, Come, My Soul)      
  
- others: 
99 Oh, Come, My Soul, Your Savior See  
122 Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle 
125 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
127 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 
  
-- 
Peter J Naumann, pastor, retired  
411 Wanser Ave 
Lafayette,  MN  56054   
cellular  952-807-3424  
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Text Study/Sermon Notes/Preaching Suggestions – Seal to Seal 

Pastor Steven Bauer, Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church, Gibbon, MN 

ֹּ֤ג  ֹּ֤שוֹֹּּּ֤֤עַֹּ֤ל־מַֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤א ו ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤ין ל ֹּ֤מַֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤א דַ ֹּ֤ע מַֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤א ֹֹּּ֤֤ד  ֹּ֤י־ד ֹּ֤ת ֹֹּּ֤֤ל ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤דַ ֹּ֤י וּפ ֹּ֤רַ ֹּ֤ס  ד  ֹּ֤י־כ ֹּ֤ל־א ֹּ֤ס  ֹּ֤ר וּק ֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤ם ד  ֹּ֤י־ֹּ֤ 16 ב ֹּ֤אדַ ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ן ֹֹּּ֤֤ג ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤רַֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤א א ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤ךְֹּ֤הַֹּ֤ר 
הי  ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤הַֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ אל  ֹּ֤ יםק  ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ אכ  ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤מַֹּ֤  ׃

ֹּ֤י ו ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤א ע ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤ה מַֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤א ֹֹּּ֤֤ו ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤מַ ֹּ֤ר ל ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤אל א ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ה  ֹּ֤ךְֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤יֹּ֤׳אַֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤ה׳ֹּ֤״אַ ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤״ֹּ֤ 17 ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ג ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤א ד  ֹּ֤י אַֹּ֤ר  ב ֹּ֤אדַ ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ן מַֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤א א ֹּ֤מַ ֹּ֤ר ו ֹּ֤הַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤יו ֹֹֹּּּ֤֤֤ל ֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤אל וּר 
ַֽב ֹּ֤יז ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ אוּה ֹּ֤ איר  ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤ב ֹֹּּ֤֤הּ ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤־חלַ ֹּ֤פ  ֹּ֤ ךנּ    ׃ ְ

ֹּ֤וֹּּ֤ 18 ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤וֹה ֹּ֤י  ד  ֹּ֤י ל ֹּ֤א־ת ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤א צ ֹּ֤ב  ו ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ית  ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ת ֹֹּּ֤֤א  ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ן ח ֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤הֹּ֤ ו ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤מַ ֹּ֤ת עַֹּ֤ל־פ  ֹּ֤ם ג ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤א ו ֹּ֤חַֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤מַ ֹּ֤הֹּּ֤מַֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤א ב ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ז ֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤הֹּּ֤וּב ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ז ֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤ת ֹֹּּ֤֤רַֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ר 
אלי  ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤  ׃

ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤וֹה ֹּ֤י ו ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤הֹּּ֤נַֹּ֤דַ ֹּ֤ת ע ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤וֹה ֹּ֤י 19 ֹּ֤דַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ן א ֹּ֤זַ ֹּ֤ל מַֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤א ל ֹּ֤ה  ֹּ֤יכ ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤הּ ֹֹּּ֤֤וּב  ֹּ֤ת ט ֹּ֤ו  ֹּ֤ת ו ֹּ֤דַֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤ו  ַֽןֹּ֤ ל ֹּ֤א־הַֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤ל ק    ׃ א  

ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤א א ֹּ֤זַ ֹּ֤ל 20 ֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤א י ֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤וּם ב ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤ג ֹּ֤ה  ֹּ֤א וּב ֹּ֤ה  ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤ה ל ֹּ֤ג ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤א ד  ֹּ֤י־אַֹּ֤ר   ׃ב ֹּ֤אדַ ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ן מַֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤א ב ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤פַֹּ֤ר 

ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤הֹּּ֤ל ֹּ֤ג ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤א ל ֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤אל ב ֹּ֤ק  ֹּ֤ל ע ֹּ֤צ  ֹּ֤יב ז ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤קֹּ֤ ע ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤ה מַֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤א ו ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤מַ ֹּ֤ר ל ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤אל ד  ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤אל ֹֹּּ֤֤ע ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ד ֹֹּּ֤֤א ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ה  ֹּ֤א חַֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤א א ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ה  ֹּ֤ךְֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤יֹֹּּ֤֤ 21 וּכ ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤ר 
ֹּ֤אַֹּ֤־ןמ ֹֹּּ֤֤ךְת  ֹּ֤בוּיז ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ לכ  ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤הַֹּ֤ איר  ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤ב ֹֹּּ֤֤הּ ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤־חלַ ֹּ֤פ  ֹּ֤״ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤אַ ֹּ֤׳ֹּ֤״הת ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤אַֹּ֤׳ את  ֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ר   ׃

 ׃ א ֹּ֤דַ ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ן ֹֹּּ֤֤ד ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤אל  ע ֹּ֤ם־מַֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤א מַֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤ל מַֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤א ל ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤ין ח ֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤יֹּ֤ 22

ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤וֹה ֹּ֤י ֹֹּּ֤֤ז ֹּ֤כוּ ֹֹּּ֤֤ה ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤כַ ֹּ֤חַֹּ֤ת ל  ֹּ֤י ו ֹּ֤אַ ֹּ֤ףֹֹּּ֤֤׳ק ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤מַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ךְ׳ֹֹּּ֤֤ 23 ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤א ו ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤א חַֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤וּנ ֹּ֤יֹּ֤ כ ֹּ֤ל־ק ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤ל ד  ֹּ֤י ק   א ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ה  ֹּ֤י ש ֹּ֤לַ ֹּ֤ח מַֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤הֹּּ֤וּ ֹּ֤ס ֹּ֤גַ ֹּ֤ר פ  ֹּ֤ם אַֹּ֤ר 
ֹּ֤״ תד  ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤עַֹּ֤ אל  ֹּ֤ הל  ֹּ֤בוּח ֹּ֤ אכ  ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤מַֹּ֤״ֹּ֤ךְ ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤ק    ׃

 

6 Then the king gave the order, and Daniel was brought and thrown into the lions’ den. The king 
said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you.” 17 A stone was 
brought and placed over the mouth of the pit. The king sealed it with his signet ring and the 
signet rings of his nobles so that nothing could be changed with regard to Daniel’s 
situation. 18 Then the king went to his palace. He spent the night without food, and no 
entertainment was brought before him. But he could not sleep. 

19 At dawn the king arose as soon as it was light and hurried to the lions’ den. 20 As he came 
near the pit, he cried out in a fearful voice. The king said to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living 
God, was your God, whom you serve continually, able to rescue you from the lions?” 

21 Then Daniel spoke with the king. “Your Majesty, may you live forever! 22 My God sent his 
angel and shut the mouth of the lions. They have not hurt me because he found me innocent in 
his presence. Also before you, Your Majesty, I have committed no crime.” 

23 Then the king was very glad and said that Daniel should be brought up from the pit. So Daniel 
was brought up from the pit, and he was unharmed because he trusted in his God. 
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Dan. 6:16 
־  ב   0בְּ   Particle prep    in, at, with   
 
יִןַ֙  יִן־  אד ַ֙ 0אֱד    Particle adv    then   
יִן  אד   then Da 214-711 (26 times) (Or. bᵉʾedayin) ב 
 
י  ר  ר־  גֻּבְּ ב  0גְּ   Noun comm masc plur deter    man   
 
א־     ָא֣  ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
ך  ך־  אִל ֵּ֔ 0אִל    Adjective both plur abs    these   
 
ה   לֶּ  .demonstrative pronoun pl., those Da 312f.21.23.27 66.12.16 :א 
 
שׁו  גִִּ֖ רְּ 0רגשׁ־  ה    Verb haph perf 3 masc plur    to throng 
  
 
haf: pf. גִשׁו רְּ ך  ,to enter in a crowd ה  יָא אִל  ר  יָא Da 612, with גֻּבְּ כ  כָא סָ רְּ לְּ ל־מ  גִשׁו ע  רְּ ל 67.16 ,ה   ,satraps 67 … ע 
Sept. προσήλθοσαν, Theodotion παρέστησαν, Pesh. qrbw, Vulgate subripuerunt, 616 
 

 (Dan. 6:16 PESHOT-T) “ܐܪܝܒܘ ”
 

 cf. also Syr.  ܒ
ܳ
ܘܒܳܐ  ,cry, shout, Aph. also quarrel noisily ܪ

ܰ
 shouting, clamour ܪ

 
—The note in the apparatus is what to make of this verb. It only appears in the OT here three times in 
this chapter. The LXX translatest the verb with variations of παρίστημι (they presented, stood 

before).   The Syriac goes with the more expressive aphel of  ܒ
ܳ
 (.They thronged while shouting)  .ܪ

 
ל־ ל־  ע  0ע    Particle prep    upon, over, above   
 
כ לְּ ך־  מ  לֶּ 0מֶּ   Noun comm masc sing deter    king   
 
א־     ָא֑  ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
־  וְּ  0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 

ין  רִ֣ 0אמר־  אָמְּ   Verb peal part masc plur abs    to say   
 
־  לְּ  0לְּ   Particle prep    to   
 
כ לְּ ך־  מ  לֶּ 0מֶּ   Noun comm masc sing deter    king   
 
א־     ָ֗א  ָ0   Particle art    the   
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ע  ַּ֤ 0ידע־   ד    Verb peal imper masc sing    to know 
  
 
—1. to know, with דִי Da 28f 46 616, 
 

כ לְּ ך־  מ  לֶּ 0מֶּ   Noun comm masc sing deter    king   
 
א־     ָאַ֙  ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
י־  0דִי־  דִִּֽ   Particle rel    who, which   
—c) as an object  ית מָא דִי־חֲז  לְּ  :Da 226; 211.24 46 614 Ezr 410; that which, what חֶּ
 
0דָת־  דָתַ֙    Noun comm fem sing abs    law   
 
—2. state legislation, public law י ס דָת־מָד    Da 216 69.13.16 ופָר 
 
־  לְּ  0לְּ   Particle prep    to   
 
י  ֣ י־  מָד  0מָד    Noun gent    Medes, Media   
 
־  ו 0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 
ס  ֵּ֔ ס־  פָר  0פָר    Noun proper    Persian   
 
י־  0דִי־  דִִּֽ   Particle rel    who, which   
 
ל־  כָל־ 0כֹּ   Noun comm masc sing constr    all   
 
ר  0אֱסָר־      אֱסָָ֥   Noun comm masc sing abs    injunction 
  
 
 † .prohibition, interdict (NRSV) Da 68f.10.13f.16 :אֱסָרָא 
 
־  ו 0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 
יָָ֛ם יָם־  קְּ 0קְּ   Noun comm masc sing abs    statute   
 
statute Da 68.16. † 
 
י־  0דִי־  דִִּֽ   Particle rel    who, which   
 
כ לְּ ך־  מ  לֶּ 0מֶּ   Noun comm masc sing deter    king   
 
ָ֥א  א־     ָ ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
ים ִּ֖ הָק  0קום־  יְּ   Verb haph imperf 3 masc sing    to arise, stand 
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Haph. (K§ 45, 4) ... Impf. 3 ms. ים הָק  קִים ,5:21, 6:16 ((K§ 45, b) יְּ  ... יְּ
3. establish, c. acc. יָם 166: קְּ  (= Pa.),  אֱסָרָא v:9. 
 

א  0לָא־  לָָ֥   Particle neg    not   
 
־  לְּ  0לְּ   Particle prep    to   
 
נָיִָּֽה שְּׁ 0שׁנה־  ה    Verb haph infinitiveConst    to change 
  
 
haf. (see pa., Bauer-Leander BArm. 274n): impf.  נ א שְּׁ ה  נָיָה .inf ;יְּ שְּׁ נָאָה variantSecunda ,ה  שְּׁ  Bauer-Leander) ה 
BArm. 160 !); pt. נ א שְּׁ ה   .מְּ
 —1. to alter, ר   Da 69.16 אֱס 
 
Notes: 
 
OT --> NT Parallels: 
 
—You can’t change it: 
    —In OT here the laws of the Medes and Persians were binding 
    —On the Cross: 
        —When the Chief Priests try to change the charge against Jesus, Pilate responds, 

“ⲟⲅⲉⲅⲣⲁⲫⲁⲅⲉⲅⲣⲁⲫⲁ” (John 19:22) 
        —Pilate makes sure that they make the tomb as secure as they knew how, adding a seal:  “Ἔφη 
αὐτοῖς ὁ Πειλᾶτος· ἔχετε κουστωδίαν· ὑπάγετε ἀσφαλίσασθε ὡς οἴδατε.” (Μαθθαῖον 27·65 THGNT-T) 
 
 
 

Dan. 6:17 
־  ב   0בְּ   Particle prep    in, at, with   
 
יִן  יִן־  אד ַ֜ 0אֱד    Particle adv    then   
 
כ לְּ ך־  מ  לֶּ 0מֶּ   Noun comm masc sing deter    king   
 
א־     ָא֣  ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
ר  0אמר־  אֲמ ֗   Verb peal perf 3 masc sing    to say   
 
־  וְּ  0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 
תִיוַ֙  יְּ 0אתה־  ה    Verb haph perf 3 masc plur    to come, bring 
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haf: (Bauer-Leander BArm. 141e, 169e): pf. תִי יְּ תִיו .pl ,(.EgArm) ה  יְּ תָיָה .inf ;ה  יְּ  to bring: a) persons Da 313 :ה 
513; 617.25  
 
־  לְּ  0לְּ   Particle prep    to   
 
—1. to express the direction or purpose of an action: with אזל Da 217, 32 אתה, I יל יב   רמה ,Ezr 514 עלל 611 ,ה 
Da 617, 
 
אל  נִי ֵּ֔ אל־   דָ֣ 0דָנִי    Noun proper    Daniel   
 
־  ו 0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 
מ֕וֹ 0רמה־  רְּ   Verb peal perf 3 masc plur    to cast, throw 
  
 
—1. to throw, with  ְּל of place Da 320 617.25, with 324 גוֹא  .passive 321 ,לְּ
 
־  לְּ  0לְּ   Particle prep    to   
 
ב־  גֻּב  0גֹּ   Noun comm masc sing deter    den   
 
 gubbu A: “the context of the Asshurbanipal passage suggests a loan word from Syriac”; ...  det.  גֻּבָא: pit 
for lions, the den of lions Da 68.13.17.18.20.21.24.24.25. † 
 

 (Dan. 6:17 PESHOT-T) “ܒܓܘܒܐ ”
 

(cf. Aram. גֻּבָא den, and  ܓܽܘܒܳܐ, Ar.   ب
ُ
 (גבב .Eth. img.  As. gubbu, well, cistern, v ,ج

 
ִּ֖א  א־     ָ ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
י  0דִי־  דִ֣   Particle rel    who, which   
 
יָוָת  רְּ י ה־   א  רְּ 0א    Noun comm masc plur deter    lion   
 
pl. det. יָוָתָא רְּ  † .Bauer-Leander BArm. 233i: lion: sg. Da 74, pl. Da 68.13.17.20f.23.25.28 ,א 
 
א־     ָא֑  ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
ַּ֤ה  0ענה־  עָנ    Verb peal part masc sing abs    to answer 
  
 
כ לְּ ך־  מ  לֶּ 0מֶּ   Noun comm masc sing deter    king   
 
א־     ָאַ֙  ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
־  וְּ  0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 
ר  ֣ 0אמר־  אָמ    Verb peal part masc sing abs    to say   
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־  לְּ  0לְּ   Particle prep    to   
 
אל  אל־   דָנִי ֵּ֔ 0דָנִי    Noun proper    Daniel   
 
0אֱלָהּ־  אֱלָה    Noun comm masc sing constr    God   
 
       Suffix pronom 2 masc sing    ךָ֗
 
י  0דִי־  דִ֣   Particle rel    who, which   
 
תָה  נְּ ־  א  תְּ נְּ 0א    Pronoun indep 2 masc sing    you (sing.) 
  
 
 2nd. sg. masc. personal pronoun: you Da 229-621 (13 times), Ezr 725. † 
 
ח־  ִּֽ ל  0פלח־  פִָּֽ   Verb peal part masc sing abs    to serve 
  
 
pe: impf. חון לְּ חִין .pl ,פָל ח .pt ;יִפְּ לְּ י .cstr ,פִָּֽ ח  לְּ  to serve God (cf. EgArm., Corpus Inscr. Sem. ii: 141, 4) :פִָּֽ
parallel with סגד, with acc. Da 317, with 617.21 312.14.18.28  ְּל 
 
־  ל 0לְּ   Particle prep    to   
 
       Suffix pronom 3 masc sing     הַּ֙ 
 
־  בִ  0בְּ   Particle prep    in, at, with   
 
דִיר  דִיר־  תְּ 0תְּ   Noun comm fem sing deter    constantly 
  
 
continually; דִירָא ל ח־ל הּ בִתְּ ה פִָּֽ תְּ נְּ  † .Da 617.21 אֱלָהָך דִי א 
 
א־     ֵָּ֔א  ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
וא  0הוא־   הִּ֖   Pronoun indep 3 masc sing    he, it   
 
בִנּ יזְּ שׁ  0שׁיזב־  יְּ   Verb shaph imperf 3 masc sing jussiveM    to 
deliver   
 
יזִב  ,loanword < Akk. šūzubu, ušēzib, pt. mušēzib, šaf. from ezēbu (AHw. 268b; CAD E: 416) :שׁ 
corresponding to Heb. עזב  
 
 to rescue, someone Da 317.28 615.17,  
 
ִּֽך ָ    Suffix pronom 2 masc sing energicN     
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Notes: 
 
We note the contrast between the Lion’s den scenario and the cross.  Here the king cries out a prayer 
for Daniel, asking that God would rescue him.  There, on the cross, Jesus cries out for himself, and at 
least for a time, he is not rescued.  It is only when he dies that his Father does not abandon his body to 
decay. 
 
Here Daniel is put in immanent danger of death because he follows the Lord.  There on the cross, Jesus 
puts himself in immanent danger of death of his own choice for us. 
 
 
 

Dan. 6:18 
 
־  וְּ  0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 
יִתַ֙  יתַָ֙ 0אתה־  ה    Verb hoph perf 3 fem sing    to come, bring 
  
 
hof. (Bauer-Leander BArm. 169f-h): pf. 3rd. fem. sg. Da 618  יתָיִת יִת  read with variant ,ה  ית   to be  ... ,ה 
brought Da 313 618, 
 
ן  בֶּ ֣ ן־   אֶּ בֶּ 0אֶּ   Noun comm fem sing abs    stone   
 
ה  ד־   חֲדֵָּ֔ 0ח    Adjective fem sing abs card    one   
 
—c) the indefinite article Da 231 618 Ezr 48 62. 
 
—in Aram. ‘one’ is used as an indef. art. 
 
־  וְּ  0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 
ת  ִּ֖ מ  0שים־  שֻּ   Verb peil perf 3 fem sing    to set, make 
  
 
pe: pf. שָם Da 512, 310  ָת מְּ ׳  ...  variant 3 ,שִָָּֽֽׂ֫ ת  .rd. femש  מ   Da 618 (on the form cf. West Arabian sūṭa, Rabin שֻּ
159 :: Bauer-Leander BArm. 145k): to place, lay; passive  ן בֶּ   ,Da 618 אֶּ
 
—like pual 
—PASSIVE 
 
ל־ ל־  ע  0ע    Particle prep    upon, over, above   
 
֣ם ם־  פֻּ 0פֻּ   Noun comm masc sing constr    mouth   
 
 —1. mouth Da 428 623 75 820. 
 —2. entrance, opening, mouth (of גֻּבָא, the den of lions, cf. JArm., Syr.) Da 618. † 
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ב־  גֻּב  0גֹּ   Noun comm masc sing deter    den   
 

—Again, a loanword from Syriac: “well”  ” ܒܓܘܒܐ“ (Dan. 6:17 PESHOT-T) 
 
א־     ָא֑  ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
־  וְּ  0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 
מ תְּ 0חתם־  ח    Verb peal perf 3 masc sing    to seal   
 
pe: pf. sf. ּה מ  תְּ  † .to seal Da 618 :(Bauer-Leander BArm. 81z, see BHK) -מָהּ  variant ,ח 
 
       Suffix pronom 3 fem sing     הּ֨
 
כ לְּ ך־  מ  לֶּ 0מֶּ   Noun comm masc sing deter    king   
 
א־     ַָ֜א  ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
־  בְּ  0בְּ   Particle prep    in, at, with   
 
ת  קְּ קָה־  עִזְּ 0עִזְּ   Noun comm fem sing constr    signet ring 
  
 
signet-ring Da 618. † 
 
       Suffix pronom 3 masc sing     הּ֗
 
־  ו 0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 
־  בְּ  0בְּ   Particle prep    in, at, with   
 
קָתַ֙  קָה־  עִזְּ 0עִזְּ   Noun comm fem sing constr    signet ring 
  
 
וֹ  בָנֵּ֔ רְּ בְּ בָנִין־  ר  רְּ בְּ 0ר    Noun comm masc plur constr    noble 
  
 tantum pl.: lords, magnates at the Babylonian and Persian courts Da 51–3.9f.23, sometimes in a series of 
dignitaries, 618, 
 
       Suffix pronom 3 masc sing    הִי
 
י  0דִי־  דִָ֛   Particle rel    who, which   
—c) with a final clause, so that Da 43 515,  [vol. 5, p. 1852]  (alternatively for an inf.) Ezr 610, so that … not, 
lest דִי לָא Da 218 328 618, and )מָה  →)מָה  .Ezr 723 דִי־לְּ
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0לָא־  לָא־   Particle neg    not   
 
ָ֥א נ  0שׁנה־  תִשְּׁ   Verb peal imperf 3 fem sing    to change 
  
 
—2. to be changed בו   ,Da 618 צְּ
 
ו בִּ֖ בו־  צְּ 0צְּ   Noun comm fem sing abs    thing, matter 
  
 
matter, concern, thing, בו … לָא  † .nothing (Pehl.; Bauer-Leander BArm. 349d) Da 618 צְּ
 

־  בְּ  0בְּ   Particle prep    in, at, with   
 
אל  ִּֽ אל־   דָנִי  0דָנִי    Noun proper    Daniel  
 
Notes: 
 
One can only imagine the layers of potential terror.  Daniel is thrown to the lions, not for doing wrong, 
but for following the Lord. After he is thrown in the cistern/den all the light is removed.  He won’t even 
see the attack from lions coming. And, after he and his nobles seal the mouth of the cave with their own 
rings, there is no hope of rescue.  But Daniel does not put his hope in the king. He puts his hope in the 
Lord, knowing that either way, it will work out.  If he will die, he will be with the Lord. If he is unharmed, 
he will be preserved by the Lord. 
 
There is a beautiful parallel here.  They sealed up Daniel’s den so that there would be no hope of Daniel 
being saved.  But it didn’t matter. They could have put dozens—even hundreds more seals on the mouth 
of the cave.  It wouldn’t have kept the Lord from watching out for Daniel. We see much the same in the 
NT.  The Jewish leaders wanted to make sure that Jesus would stay dead. They then ordered Pilate to 

make the tomb “safe and secure.” (“ⲁⲥⲫⲁⲗⲓⲥⲁⲥⲑⲉ” (Matt. 27:65 GNT-ALEX)) So they did the best they 

could. They even put a seal on the tomb. (“ⲥⲫⲣⲁⲅⲓⲥⲁⲛⲧⲉⲥ” (Matt. 27:66 GNT-ALEX)) But, just as they 
could not stop the Lord from helping Daniel, so also, the seal on Jesus’ tomb could not stop Jesus rising 
from the dead. 
 
 
 

Dan. 6:19 
 
יִן  ד  יִן־  אֱֱ֠ 0אֱד    Particle adv    then   
 
ל 0אזל־  אֲז ֨   Verb peal perf 3 masc sing    to go  
 
pe: pf. נָא לְּ לו, אֲז ָֽׂ֫ ל, אֲז ָֽׂ֫ ִּֽ זֶּל־ .impv ;אֲז ל, אֲז   .Ezr 515 (Bauer-Leander BArm. 67p; Rosenthal Gramm. §122); impf א 
of → הלך (EgArm.): to go. 
 —2. used with preposition: with  ְּל of place Da 217 619f Ezr 58; with  ְּל of place and  ל  of the person ע 
Ezr 423. † 
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—azazel: goat of sending 
 

כ לְּ ך־  מ  לֶּ 0מֶּ   Noun comm masc sing deter    king   
 
ַּ֤א  א־     ָ ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
־  לְּ  0לְּ   Particle prep    to   
 
ל  יכְּ ִּֽ ל־  ה  יכ  0ה    Noun comm masc sing constr    temple, palace 
  
 
       Suffix pronom 3 masc sing     הַּ֙ 
 
־  ו 0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 
ת  0בית־  בָ֣   Verb peal perf 3 masc sing    to spend the 
night   
 
pe: pf.  בָת: to spend the night, the king spent the night fasting Da 619. † 
 
ת  וֵָּ֔ וָת־  טְּ 0טְּ   Particle adv    fasting   
hungrily  וָת  † .he spent the night fasting (NRSV; REB) Da 619 בָת טְּ
 
־  וְּ  0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 
חֲוִָָּ֖֖ן  חֲוָה־  ד  0ד    Noun comm fem plur abs    diversion (?)  
  
חֲוָה * חֲוָן .pl ,ד   .Or. dahwān: Da 619; a word with an uncertain meaning ,ד 
 —a) the versions vary, see e.g. Montgomery Daniel 277; Gesenius-Buhl; KBL; Vogt Lexicon 37a; 
BHS: ל ע  נְּ חֲוָן לָא־ה  ד  וָת וְּ דָמוֹהִי ובָת טְּ  Theodotion  ἐδέσματα οὐκ  εἰσήνεγκαν αὐτῷ  = Vulgate cibi and קִָּֽ
Pesh. mēʾkᵉlātā, cf. Sept. only καὶ ηὐλίσθη νῆστις  =  וָת  .and he spent the night without food ובָת טְּ
 —b) for various other suggestions, including the Rabbinic ones, see the bibliography in 
Montgomery Daniel 277; Ibn Ezra,  [vol. 5, p. 1850]  musical instruments; Rashi, tables; see also Kraeling 
Arm. Pap. 242 under דחה ( 9: 14 ; and Hoftijzer-Jongeling Dictionary 244 s.v. dḥy; Segert ArchOr 24: 384f); 
for Rashi cf. MHeb.  חֲוָנוֹת  table-tops (Dalman Wb. 94a; but see now Sokoloff, DSD 7 (2000), 86); on this ד 
see Beyer Arm. Texte 548, a tray of food (?), perfumes, from Arb. duḫān “smell”, so Rosenmüller (see 
Gesenius-Buhl; KBL; Vogt Lexicon). 
 —c)  חֲוָה חֲוָא  or ד   perhaps a woman to sleep with, concubine, with reference to Arb. daḥay an ד 
outstretched mat, in an obscene sense (Gesenius-Buhl) > subegit feminam, so Levy 1: 388b, and König 
Wb. 571b; cf. also KBL. 
 —d) this uncertain sbst. can be replaced by the cj. נָן ח  נָה * →) לְּ ח  (לְּ , so KBL, and especially Vogt 
Lexicon loc. cit.; see also BHS. 
 It is not easy to decide between the various possibilities; the expressions in Theodotion, Vulgate 
and Pesh. (food) representing the sbst. appear to be paraphrases of  וָת  and so the meaning of the ,טְּ
word still remains unknown. 
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https://accordance.bible/link/search/HALOT;Aramaic_Entry?0 חֲוָה־  ד 
 

“cibique non sunt inlati coram eo” (Dan. 6:18 VULG-T) 
“& food was not brought into his presence.” 
 

” ܐܥܠ  ܠ  ܘܡܐܟܘܠܬܐ  “ (Dan. 6:19 PESHOT-T) 
“ & Food was not brought.” 
 

—The LXX is lacking this phrase. Both the Vulgate (cibique) and the Peshitta ( ܘܡܐܟܘܠܬܐ) take it as 
‘food.”  HALOT here has a weird explanation (that the vulgate and syriac are a paraphrase).  Paraphrases 
are expansions usually, not apocopations.  Maybe they meant “elucidations” or “explanations.”  From 
where I sit, the versional support seems the best. 
 
0לָא־  לָא־   Particle neg    not   
 
ל  ֣ ע  נְּ 0עלל־  ה    Verb haph perf 3 masc sing    to go in   
 
haf: pf. ל ע  נְּ  f 43קֳדָם of the personal object; so also with 224 לְּ  Da 225 619 ... to bring in, introduce 57, with ה 
619; 
 

דָמ֑וֹ 0קֳדָם־  קִָּֽ   Particle prep    before   
 
       Suffix pronom 3 masc sing    הִי
 
־  וְּ  0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 
ת נָה־  שִׁנְּ 0־2שְּׁ   Noun comm fem sing constr    sleep 
  
 
sleep, with נדד Da 619. † 
 
ִּ֖הּ      Suffix pronom 3 masc sing       
 
ת  ָ֥ ד  0נדד־   נ    Verb peal perf 3 fem sing    to flee   
 
pe: pf. 3rd. fem.  ת הּ עֲלוֹהִי  →)על Bauer-Leander BArm. 166d: to flee, )2 ,נ ד  ת   † .Da 619 שִׁנְּ
 

וֹ  ל־  עֲלִּֽ 0ע    Particle prep    upon, over, above   
 
      Suffix pronom 3 masc sing    הִי
 
Notes: 
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Dan. 6:20 
־  ב   0בְּ   Particle prep    in, at, with   
 
יִן  ֣ יִן־  אד  0אֱד    Particle adv    then   
 
כ לְּ ך־  מ  לֶּ 0מֶּ   Noun comm masc sing deter    king   
 
א־     ֵָּ֔א  ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
־  בִ  0בְּ   Particle prep    in, at, with   
 
פָר  רְּ פ  פָר־   שְּׁ רְּ פ  0שְּׁ   Noun comm masc sing deter    dawn 
  
 
ר פָרָא  . פ   † .daybreak, dawn Da 620 :שְּׁ
 

 Aram. ܐ  ,צפרא
ܳ
ܨܰܦܪ  morning, 

 
ִּ֖א  א־     ָ ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
ק֣ום 0קום־  יְּ   Verb peal imperf 3 masc sing    to arise, stand 
  
 
־  בְּ  0בְּ   Particle prep    in, at, with   
 
ה ג הּ־  נָגְּ 0נְּ   Noun comm masc sing deter    daylight   
 
 brightness, נָ׳   at daybreak Da 620 בְּ
 

א־     ָא֑  ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
־  ו 0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 
־  בְּ  0בְּ   Particle prep    in, at, with   
 
ה  הָלֵָּ֔ בְּ תְּ הָלָה־  הִ֨ בְּ 0הִתְּ   Noun comm fem sing abs   
 haste   
 
 haste, with  ְּב hastily (Bauer-Leander BArm. 302i) Da 225 324 620. † 
 

־  לְּ  0לְּ   Particle prep    to   
 



 

94 
 

2021 LENTEN SERIES – ROAD TO REDEMPTION – NEW ULM NORTH 

CIRCUIT 

ב־  גֻּב  0גֹּ   Noun comm masc sing deter    den   
 
ָ֥א  א־     ָ ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
י־  0דִי־  דִִּֽ   Particle rel    who, which   
 
יָוָת  רְּ י ה־   א  רְּ 0א    Noun comm masc plur deter    lion   
 
ִּ֖א  א־     ָ ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
ל ִּֽ 0אזל־  אֲז    Verb peal perf 3 masc sing    to go   
 

Notes: 
 
 
 
 

Dan. 6:21 
־  ו 0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 
־  כְּ  0כְּ   Particle prep    as, like   
 
ב רְּ 0קרב־  מִקְּ   Verb peal infinitiveConst    to approach 
  
 
pe. pf. 1, ב ר  ת  .st. sgקְּ ב  בו ,pl. Da 38 613 ,קִרְּ רִָֽׂ֫ יבו variant is better instead of קְּ רִָֽׂ֫ הּ .Or. qᵉrabū; inf. sf ,קְּ ב  רְּ  ,מִקְּ
Or. miqirbēh (Bauer-Leander BArm. 45j): to approach, abs. Da 38 613, with  ְּל of place 326 621, with ל  of ע 
the person 716. † 
 

       Suffix pronom 3 masc sing     הּ֣
 
־  לְּ  0לְּ   Particle prep    to   
 
ב־  גֻּב  0גֹּ   Noun comm masc sing deter    den   
 
א־     ֵָּ֔א  ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
־  לְּ  0לְּ   Particle prep    to   
 
אל  נִי ֵּ֔ אל־   דָ֣ 0דָנִי    Noun proper    Daniel   
 
־  בְּ  0בְּ   Particle prep    in, at, with   
 
ל 0קָל־  קָָ֥   Noun comm masc sing abs    sound   
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יב  0עֲצִיב־  עֲצִִּ֖   Adjective masc sing abs    troubled   
 
troubled, sad (קָל) Da 621. † 
 
עִ֑  ק זְּ 0זעק־     Verb peal perf 3 masc sing    to cry out 

  
 
ה  0ענה־  עָנ ֨   Verb peal part masc sing abs    to answer 
  
 
כ לְּ ך־  מ  לֶּ 0מֶּ   Noun comm masc sing deter    king   
 
א־     ַָ֜א  ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
־  וְּ  0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 
ר  ֣ 0אמר־  אָמ    Verb peal part masc sing abs    to say   
 
־  לְּ  0לְּ   Particle prep    to   
 
אל  אל־   דָנִי ֗ 0דָנִי    Noun proper    Daniel   
 
אלַ֙  נִי  אל־   דִָּֽ 0דָנִי    Noun proper    Daniel   
 
דַ֙  ד־  עֲב  0עֲב    Noun comm masc sing constr    servant   
 
0אֱלָהּ־  אֱלָה    Noun comm masc sing deter    God   
 
א־     ָא֣  ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
י  י־  ח  0־ 1ח    Adjective masc sing deter    life   
 
א־     ֵָּ֔א  ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
0אֱלָהּ־  אֱלָה    Noun comm masc sing constr    God   
 
       Suffix pronom 2 masc sing    ךָ֗
 
י  0דִי־  דִ֣   Particle rel    who, which   
 
תָה  נְּ ־  א  תְּ נְּ 0א    Pronoun indep 2 masc sing    you (sing.) 
  
 
ח־  ִּֽ ל  0פלח־  פִָּֽ   Verb peal part masc sing abs    to serve 
  
 
pe: impf. חון לְּ חִין .pl ,פָל ח .pt ;יִפְּ לְּ י .cstr ,פִָּֽ ח  לְּ  to serve God (cf. EgArm., Corpus Inscr. Sem. ii: 141, 4) :פִָּֽ
parallel with סגד, with acc. Da 317, with 617.21 312.14.18.28  ְּל 
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־  ל 0לְּ   Particle prep    to   
 
       Suffix pronom 3 masc sing     הַּ֙ 
 
־  בִ  0בְּ   Particle prep    in, at, with   
 
דִיר  דִיר־  תְּ 0תְּ   Noun comm fem sing deter    constantly 
  
 
continually; דִירָא ל ח־ל הּ בִתְּ ה פִָּֽ תְּ נְּ  † .Da 617.21 אֱלָהָך דִי א 
 
א־     ֵָּ֔א  ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
0הֲ־  ה     Particle interr    (interrogative)   
 
ל כִָ֥ 0יכל־  יְּ   Verb peal perf 3 masc sing    to be able 
  
 
—1. to be able, with  ְּל and inf. Da 210.27.47 317.29 415.34 516 65.21. 
 
־  לְּ  0לְּ   Particle prep    to   
 
יזָבות  0שׁיזב־  שׁ    Verb shaph infinitiveConst    to deliver 
  
 

יזִב יזִב .pt  ... :שׁ  שׁ   ,מִן to rescue, someone Da 317.28 615.17, with 621 317 (-זִיב variant) מְּ
 

ִּ֖ך ָ    Suffix pronom 2 masc sing       
 
0מִן־  מִן־   Particle prep    from   
 
יָוָת  רְּ י ה־   א  רְּ 0א    Noun comm masc plur deter    lion   
 
ִּֽא  א־     ָ ָ0   Particle art    the   
 

Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 

Dan. 6:22 
יִןַ֙  יִן־  אֱד ַ֙ 0אֱד    Particle adv    then   
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אל  אל־   דָנִיֵֶּּ֔ 0דָנִי    Noun proper    Daniel   
 
—As the apparatus notes, Daniel here should have the longer vowel (sere). 
 
0עִם־  עִם־   Particle prep    with   
 
כ לְּ ך־  מ  לֶּ 0מֶּ   Noun comm masc sing deter    king   
 
ִּ֖א  א־     ָ ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
ל לִ֑ 0מלל־      מ    Verb pael perf 3 masc sing    to speak 
  
 
pa: pf. לִל לִ  .impf ;מ  מ  ליְּ ; pt. לִל מ  ללֱָה, מְּ מ  לָא variant ,מְּ לְּ מ   to speak Da :(Bauer-Leander BArm. 166g) ה/מְּ
78.11.20.25, abs. 622 עִם. † 
 
כ לְּ ך־  מ  לֶּ 0מֶּ   Noun comm masc sing deter    king   
 
ִּ֖א  א־     ָ ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
־  לְּ  0לְּ   Particle prep    to   
 
ין  מִָ֥ 0עָל ם־  עָלְּ   Noun comm masc plur abs    forever   
 
 remote time, eternity (cf. BibHeb. עוֹלָם); referring to the past: מָא  Ezr 415.19; referring to the מִן־יוֹמָת עָלְּ
future, often pl. (Bauer-Leander BArm. 306j; also Pehl., EgArm., Nab., JArm., CPArm.); used when 
greeting the king מִין חֱיִי לְּ עִָּֽ  ;Da 24 39 510 67.22 לְּ
 
י  0חיה־  חֱיִִּֽ   Verb peal imper masc sing    to live   
 

Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 

Dan. 6:23 
0אֱלָהּ־  אֱלָה    Noun comm masc sing constr    God   
 
ִ ֞י    Suffix pronom 1 com sing       
 
֣ח ל  0שׁלח־  שְּׁ   Verb peal perf 3 masc sing    to send   
 
אֲכ  לְּ ך־  מ  א  לְּ 0מ    Noun comm masc sing constr    angel   
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       Suffix pronom 3 masc sing     הּ֗
 
־  וִּֽ  0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 
ָ֛ר  0סגר־  סֲג    Verb peal perf 3 masc sing    to shut   
 
pe: pf.  ר יָוָתָא) Or. wisgar: to shut ,(Bauer-Leander BArm. 263j) וסֲג  רְּ ם א   Theodotion ἐνέφραξεν to close ,פֻּ
up) Da 623. † 
 
ָ֥ם ם־  פֻּ 0פֻּ   Noun comm masc sing constr    mouth   
 
—1. mouth Da 428 623 75 820. 
 
יָוָת  רְּ י ה־   א  רְּ 0א    Noun comm masc plur deter    lion   
 
ִּ֖א  א־     ָ ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
־  וְּ  0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 
א  0לָא־  לָ֣   Particle neg    not   
 
ל֑ו  בְּ 0חבל־  ח    Verb pael perf 3 masc plur    to destroy 
  
 
pa: pf. pl. sf. נִי לוָֽׂ֫ בְּ הִי .impv. pl. sf ;ח  לוָֽׂ֫ בְּ בָלָה .inf ;ח   .ח 
 —1. to hurt, inflict injury Da 623. 
 
       Suffix pronom 1 com sing    נִי
 
־  כָ  0כְּ   Particle prep    as, like   
 
־  ל־ 0לְּ   Particle prep    to   
 
   .here is not “all, each, every” (as in hebrew).  This is instead a piling up of prepositions כָל—
  .according :כְּ  (1
  to : ל (2
ל (3   .because of : קֳב 
 This [reason] : דִי (4
 
ל ל־  קֳב ֗ 0קֳב    Noun comm masc sing constr    because, before 
  
 
1); forasmuch as, because Da 28.10.40f.45 329 415 512 64f.11.23 
 
י  0דִי־  דִַּ֤   Particle rel    who, which   
 
וֹ דָמַ֙ 0קֳדָם־  קִָּֽ   Particle prep    before   
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       Suffix pronom 3 masc sing    הִיַ֙ 
 
0זָכו־  זָכוַ֙    Noun comm fem sing abs    innocence 
  
 
 —3. In BArm. a sbst. (Bauer-Leander BArm. 197g): innocence Da 623. † —3. In BArm. a sbst. 
(Bauer-Leander BArm. 197g): innocence Da 623. † 
 
ת  ֣ח  כ  תְּ 0שׁכח־  הִשְּׁ   Verb hithpe perf 3 fem sing    to find 
  
 
 to be found, with  ְּב Da 511f.14 624 Ezr 62, with ל -CPArm., Syr., see Bauer) לְּ  Da 65,  [vol. 5, p. 1994]  with ע 
Leander BArm. 338 1) 235 (→ 8  ְּל) 623; 
 

־  ל 0לְּ   Particle prep    to   
 
ִ ֵּ֔י    Suffix pronom 1 com sing       
 
־  וְּ  0וְּ   Particle conj    and   
 
ף  ַּ֤ ף־  א  0א    Particle conj    also   
 
דָמָי 0קֳדָם־  קִָּֽ   Particle prep    before   
 
       Suffix pronom 2 masc sing    ךַ֙ 
 
כ לְּ ך־  מ  לֶּ 0מֶּ   Noun comm masc sing deter    king   
 
א־     ֵָּ֔א  ָ0   Particle art    the   
 
ה  0חֲבולָה־   חֲבולִָּ֖   Noun comm fem sing abs    crime   
 
hurtful act, crime Da 623. † 
 
א  0לָא־  לָָ֥   Particle neg    not   
 
ת  ִּֽ ד  בְּ 0עבד־  ע    Verb peal perf 1 com sing    to make, do 
  
 
 —2. to make, with God as subject,  הִין אָתִין תִמְּ יָא Da 332 628; the gods וְּ מ  קָא שְּׁ רְּ א   ;(לָא with) Jr 1011 וְּ
people ל ם דור ,Da 31.15 צְּ ת  שְּׁ  ,to act carelessly שָׁלו to comply with the law 726, 422 חֲנֻּכָ ּה 616 ,דָתָא ,Ezr 415 אֶּ
 ,Da 623 to commit an offence חֲבולָה 
 

Notes: 
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Just as the king got up early in the morning, eagerly going to the cistern/well/cave to see what had 
happened to Daniel, so also the ladies hurried to the tomb of Jesus. But there is where the parallel 
begins to break down.  Daniel can say, “A crime I have not committed.” But the context there is that a 
crime worthy of being killed like this, he has not committed.  Daniel was a sinner as we are. And he 
confessed his sins.  Daniel was saved because of Jesus’ faithfulness—both from the mouths of the lions 
and from the mouth of death itself. No flimsy seal from Pilate could keep Jesus from keeping his 
promises. And no seal (or multitude of seals) could keep the Lord from watching over Daniel (even if the 
worst case scenario were true: that he would have been killed by lions).  But the basis for the rescue in 
Daniel’s day was Jesus’ empty tomb in his own day.  God could see Daniel “innocent” in his own (God’s) 
eyes because of what Jesus did on Good Friday and because of what he accomplished on Easter Sunday. 
 
The same is true of us.  We have no promise that we will not face unjust punishment from those outside 
the church. Sadly, we have no promise that we will not face persecution from those who call 
themselves, ‘Christian.’  But we do have the promise that no seal was able to cover over the truth that 
Jesus’ death made us innocent in every way in the eyes of our God above. And his rising from the dead 
proved it. 
 

Sermon Theme Options: 

Who will rescue you? 
—God will rescue you by sealing you with his blood 
—God will rescue you by sealing you with your baptism 
 

Who will rescue you? 
—Not yourself 
—Not your governing officials 
—Only the living God 
 

Why would I serve the Lord continually? 
—He will see me through this life 
—I will see him in the next life 
 

What good is a seal? 
—Human seals cannot save from sin 
—God’s seal on us does save from sin 
 

What does God’s seal mean for me? 
—Because of his faithful service, I am sealed 
—For his faithful service, I am sealed 
 

Hymn suggestions: 

—446, 13, 13, 108, 113 
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Text Study/Sermon Notes/Preaching Suggestions – Ride to Ride – Palm Sunday 

ֹּ֤דַ ֹּ֤ת הַֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ךְֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤ו  ֹּ֤ד   38 ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤בוּ ֹֹּּ֤֤א ֹּ֤ת־ש ֹּ֤לֹמ  ֹּ֤ה  עַֹּ֤ל־פ ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ןֹּ֤ ו ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤ן הַֹּ֤נּ ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤יא וּב ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤הוֹּּ֤ב ֹּ֤ן־י ֹּ֤הוֹֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤ע  ו ֹּ֤הַֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤י ֹֹּּ֤֤ו ֹּ֤הַֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤י וַיַֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤וֹק הַ  וַֹּ֤י  ַֽר ֹּ֤ד צ ֹּ֤ד 
ןוֹֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤ג ֹּ֤־לעַֹֹּּ֤֤וֹת ֹּ֤א ֹֹּּ֤֤כוּל  ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤וַֹּ֤  ׃ 

ֹּ֤אמ ֹּ֤רוּ ֹֹּּ֤֤כ ֹּ֤ל־ה ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤ם י ֹּ֤ח  ֹּ֤יֹּ֤ הַֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ךְֹּ֤ 39 ַֽי ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤עוּ ֹֹּּ֤֤בַֹּ֤שוֹפ  ֹּ֤ר וַֹּ֤י   וַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤קַֹּ֤ח ֹֹֹּּּ֤֤֤צ ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤וֹק הַֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ה  ֹּ֤ןֹּ֤ א ֹּ֤ת־ק  ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤ן  הַֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ן ֹֹּּ֤֤מ ֹּ֤ן־ה ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ל וַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤שַ ֹּ֤ח א ֹּ֤תֹּ֤־ש ֹּ֤לֹמ  ֹּ֤ה וַ 
המ  ֹּ֤לֹש ֹּ֤  ׃ 

 ׃ וַֹּ֤יַֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤וֹּּ֤כ ֹּ֤ל־ה ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ם ֹֹּּ֤֤אַ ֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤יוֹּ֤ ו ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ם ֹֹּּ֤֤מ ֹּ֤חַֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤ים בַֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤ים וּש ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ח  ֹּ֤ים ש ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ח  ֹּ֤ה ג ֹּ֤דוֹל  ֹּ֤ה וַֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤קַ ֹּ֤ע ה ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤ץ ב ֹּ֤קוֹל  ֹּ֤ם 40
 

38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, the Kerethites, and the 
Pelethites went out. They had Solomon ride on the mule that belonged to King David and 
brought him down to Gihon Spring. 39 Then Zadok the priest took the horn of olive oil from the 
Tent and anointed Solomon. After that they blew the ram’s horn, and all the people said, “Long 
live King Solomon!” 

40 All the people followed Solomon. The people were playing flutes and rejoicing so greatly that 
the ground shook from the sound. 

Notes and Comments: 

Telic Note: 

Basic outline with parts: 

Hymn Suggestions: 
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Text Study/Sermon Notes/Preaching Suggestions – Meal to Meal – Maundy Thursday 

וַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤קַ ֹּ֤ח מ ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ה ֹֹּּ֤֤ח ֹּ֤צ  ֹּ֤יֹּ֤ הַֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤ם  וַֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ם  ב ֹּ֤אַֹּ֤ג ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤ת וַֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤צ  ֹּ֤י הַֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤ם ז ֹּ֤רַ ֹּ֤קֹּ֤ עַֹּ֤ל־הַֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ז ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤ח 6  ׃ַ

ֹּ֤ל א ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ר־ד ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤ר י ֹּ֤הו  ֹּ֤ה נַֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ה ו ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤ע 7 ֹּ֤אמ ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤וֹֹּּּ֤֤כ    ׃ וַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤קַֹּ֤ח ֹֹּּ֤֤ס  ֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤רֹּ֤ הַֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤ית וַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤אֹּ֤ ב ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ז ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤י ה ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤ם וַֹּ֤י  

ֹּ֤ר כ ֹּ֤רַ ֹּ֤ת י ֹּ֤הו ֹּ֤ה ֹֹּּ֤֤ע ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤םֹּ֤ עַ ֹּ֤ל כ ֹּ֤ל־הַֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤ים ה ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ה 8 ֹּ֤ית ֹֹּּ֤֤א ֹּ֤ש    ׃וַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤קַ ֹּ֤ח מ ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ה ֹֹּּ֤֤א ֹּ֤ת־הַֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤ם וַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ז ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤קֹּ֤ עַֹּ֤ל־ה ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤ם וַי  ֹּ֤אמ ֹּ֤ר ה ֹּ֤נּ  ֹּ֤ה דַ ֹּ֤ם־הַֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ר 

 ׃וַֹּ֤יַ ֹּ֤עַֹּ֤ל מ ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ה ו ֹּ֤אַֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤ןֹּ֤ נ ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤ב ֹֹּּ֤֤וַֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤יה ֹּ֤וּא ו ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤ים מ ֹּ֤ז ֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤יֹּ֤ י ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ל 9

ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤וֹּּ֤א  ֹּ֤ת א ֹּ֤לֹה  ֹּ֤י י ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ל ו ֹּ֤תַ ֹּ֤חַֹּ֤ת רַֹּ֤ג ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤יו כ ֹּ֤מַֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ה ֹֹּּ֤֤ל ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤נַ ֹּ֤ת הַֹּ֤סַֹּּ֤פ  ֹּ֤יר וּכ ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤צ ֹּ֤םֹּ֤ הַֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤מַ ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ם ל ֹּ֤ט  ֹּ֤הַֹּ֤ר 10  ׃וַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ר 

ַֽי ֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤זוּ ֹֹּּ֤֤א ֹּ֤ת־ה  ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤לֹה  ֹּ֤יםֹּ֤ וַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤אכ ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤וֹּּ֤וַי ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤וּ׃ֹּ֤ס 11 ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤וַ   ו ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ל־א ֹּ֤צ ֹּ֤יל ֹּ֤י ֹֹּּ֤֤ב ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤י י ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ל ל  ֹּ֤א ש ֹּ֤לַ ֹּ֤ח י ֹּ֤ד 
 

6 Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and he splashed half of the blood on the 
altar. 7 He took the Book of the Covenant and read it out loud to the people and they said, “All 
that the LORD has spoken we will do. We will obey.” 

8 Moses took the blood and splashed it on the people. He said, “Look, here is the blood of the 
covenant, which the LORD made with you by means of all these words.” 

9 Then Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up. 10 They saw the 
God of Israel. Under his feet they saw what looked like a pavement of sapphire[a] as clear as the 
sky. 11 The LORD did not lay his hand on the dignitaries of the people of Israel. They gazed at 
God, and they ate and drank. 

 

EXEGESIS OF DANIEL 6:16-23 BY PASTOR PAUL MEITNER, ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, WINTHROP, MN 

 

Verse Hebrew Grammar/Vocabulary/Syntax Significance  

Exodus 24:6 ק  To sprinkle or splash – זָרַַ֖
zā-raq 

י  Half - וַחֲצִֶׁ֣
wa-ḥă-ṣî 

 

They type of offering here is a whole 
burnt offering (Olah) and a thank offering 
(Zebach). Of all the sacrifices, the peace 
offering retains most cleary the 
characteristics of the ancient communion 
sacrifice, since God and the worshipper 

The covenant has been 
recorded and read to the 
people. They have agreed to by 
the people of God. Now the 
time has come for ratification 
of that covenant by sacrifice, 
the sprinkling of blood and a 
sacramental meal. The blood 
that is splashed against the 
altar signifies the blood of the 
Messiah. The reason for it first 
being splashed upon the altar 
and then the people is that it 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12%3A1-14%3B+Genesis+3%3A15%3B++Isaiah+42%3A1-4%3B+Deuteronomy+17%3A18-20%3B+Numbers+21%3A4-8%3B+Daniel+6%3A16-23%3B++I+Kings+1%3A38-40%3B+Exodus+24%3A6-11%3B+Leviticus+16%3A15-22%3B+Jonah+2&version=EHV#fen-EHV-2188a
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/zarak_2236.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/vachatzi_2677.htm
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were thought to share a common meal 
together.  

was ONLY by the expiation of 
the Messiah that these people 
could be made a people of 
God. God saved us not because 
of the righteous things we had 
done, but by his mercy.  

Exodus 24: 7 Pastor Valerius Herberger (1562-1627) in 
his commentary on Exodus, “A covenant 
was herewith established between God 
and the Israelites. Here the arrangement 
of the Divine Service is commenced in a 
manner now usual with us. For just as we 
ring the bell to summon the congregation 
together, then adorn the church; 
hereupon we begin with prayer, preach 
the Word of God and lastly distribute the 
Holy Supper, so in Moses the 
congregation was sent for in the 
morning, and altar was erected and 
adorned with 12 pillars where the Divine 
Service was to take place; then the 
service proceeded with a sacrifice, that is, 
with a prayer, since without prayer 
nothing can go well; Moses went forward 
and preached, the Israelites listened 
devoutly, made sighs of supplication and 
promised to live according to the 
proclamation, and lastly, tool the blood 
of the sacrifice and poured in out on the 
altar and with the other half he sprinkled 
upon the people. Here we have a 
beautiful mystery of the blood of Jesus 
Christ. God makes us his friends and pulls 
us out of the pit of hell which is forever 
devoid of comfort.” 
 

The people again ratify the 
covenant. Alfred Edersheim’s 
comments here are useful, “By 
this one sacrifice, never 
renewed, Israel was formally 
set apart as the people of God; 
and it lay at the foundation of 
all the sacrificial worship that 
was to follow. Only after it did 
God institute the tabernacle, 
the priesthood, and all its 
services. Thus, this one 
sacrifice prefigured the one 
sacrifice of our Lord Jesus 
Christ for His Church, which is 
the ground for our access to 
God and the foundation of all 
our worship and service.” 

Exodus 24:8 ק  וַיִזְר ַ֖

 ,verb to toss or throw (in a volume) זָרַק
scatter abundantly  
Qal Perfect ׳ז Exodus 24:6; Leviticus 17:6, 
suffix   זְרָקו Exodus 9:8, ַֽרְקָה  Hosea 7:9 (12 זֶָֽ
t. Perfect); Imperfect  יִזְר ק Leviticus 
7:2 16t.; Infinitive לִזְר ק Ezekiel 
43:18; Imperative זְר ק Ezekiel 
10:2; Participle ז רֵק Leviticus 7:14, 
plural רְקִים 2ז  Chronicles 30:16; 

Now the other half is sprinkled 
upon the people 

The burnt offering is the great 
shadow of Christ’s atonement. 
Upon the head of this sacrificial 
animal all the sins of the 
people were symbolically 
transferred through 
confession. The sacrificial 
victim is then slaughtered to 
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• 1 toss (in handfuls, see Exodus 
9:8; or from a bowl,  מִזְרָק; 
opposed to הִזָה to sprinkle with 
the finger): 

o cummin Isaiah 28:25, 
dust, followed 
by 2עַל Chronicles 
34:4; Job 2:12, 
ashes השמימה, 
heavenward, Exodus 
9:8,10 (P), coals of 
fire העיר על  Ezekiel 10:2. 

o blood, על 
מזבה(ה)  throw (from a 

bowl) against the 
altar Exodus 
24:6 (JE), Leviticus 
17:6 (H), Numbers 
18:17 (P), 2 Kings 
16:13,15; Ezekiel 43:18, 
especially in the 
ritual, חמזבח  על  
 against the altar סביב
round about Exodus 
29:16,20; Leviticus 
1:5,11; Leviticus 
3:2,8,13; Leviticus 
7:2; Leviticus 
8:19,24; Leviticus 9:12,18 
(all P); followed by על 
 ,Exodus 24:8 (JE) העם
followed 
by 2המזבחה Chronicles 
29:22 (3 t. in verse); 
without designation of 
place Leviticus 7:14 (P), 2 
Chronicles 30:16; 35:11. 

o water for purification, 
followed by על, Ezekiel 
36:25. 

2 intransitive (si vera lectio) Hosea 7:9  גַם 
ַֽרְקָה שֵיבָה בו   זֶָֽ  grey hairs are profuse upon 

him (? read  ַָֽרְחָהז ֶֽ , as in 2 Chronicles 
26:19). 

picture the restoration of 
fellowship with God in Christ. 
For Christ, having been laden 
with the sins of the world, 
offers himself before God as 
blood sacrifice. It was by the 
blood of Christ that we have 
fellowship with God.  
 
The other offering that Moses 
offers is a fellowship offering. 
This offering expressed the 
fellowship that had been 
achieved through the blood 
that has been shed for 
atonement. This offering was 
partially burned, and partially 
eaten. The fellowship that they 
as a nation had with the Lord 
was not because of some 
quality in them, but because of 
the grace of God 

 
But there was one more vital 
element of this ceremony. 
Moses collected the blood and 
splashed half of it upon the 
altar and placed the other half 
in bowls. He read the law for a 
second time. Again the people 
answered, “All that 
the LORD has spoken we will do. 
We will obey.”34 Moses now 
took a bunch of hyssop 
wrapped with scarlet wool, 
dipped it in the blood mixed 
with water, and sprinkled it 
upon the people and the law.35 
He then announced, “Look, 
here is the blood of the 
covenant, which  
the LORD made with you by 
means of all these words.”36 
 

 
34 Exodus 24:7 
35 Hebrews 9:19 gives additional information about the means and manner Moses used to sprinkle the blood. 
36 Exodus 24:8 
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Pu`al Perfect ז רַק, of water of 
purification poured over (עַל) one defiled 
by a corpse Numbers 19:18,20 (P). 
 

The meaning of this is clear. It 
is the blood of the Messiah 
that will be born of your people 
that enters you into this 
covenant and keeps you in this 
covenant. The blood was 
poured upon the altar to make 
it suitable for service. And the 
blood was sprinkled upon the 
people to make them suitable 
for service. King David 
cherished this image when he 
made reference to it in his 
penitence, “Remove my sin 
with hyssop, and I will be clean. 
Wash me, and I will be whiter 
than snow.”37  
 

Exodus 24:9 ו       

Exodus 24:10 ִּ ִּי ִּר  ִּי ִִּּיה  ִּלֹא ִִּּתא  ִִּּוּא  וִּלא  ִּר ִּש   – They saw the God 
of Israel. 

Sapphire Stone: 

 noun [masculine] sapphire, perhaps סַמִיר
also lapis lazuli  

• absolute ׳ס Exodus 24:10 8t.;  

• plural סַמִירִים Isaiah 54:11; Songs 
5:14;  

• with other jewels as ornaments 
of prince Ezekiel 28:13;  

• in high priest's 
breastplate Exodus 28:18; Exodus 
39:11;  

• found in mines Job 28:6, 
costly Job 28:16 compare Isaiah 
54:11; 

• taking high polish Lamentations 
4:7 (in figurative); לֶפֶת  שֵ ן מְע 
 Songs 5:14 ivory covered סַמִירִים
with sapphires (in 
figurative); lapis lazuli, according 
to Hi BU Du and others in Job 
 being עַפְר ת זָהָב לו  ) 28:6
understood of sparkling crystals 

This phrase has greater 
meaning that we initially 
understand. The God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the 
God who promised to make 
Abraham into a great nation, 
and reiterated those promises 
to the patriarchs, this is the 
God who made himself seen to 
the elders. The eternal God 
made himself present to the 
seventy elders of Israel, plus 
Moses, Aaron, Nadab and 
Abihu. What form did he 
appear? Certainly, it was not in 
smoke and fire, for that 
appearance and the sound of 
the Lord’s voice terrified Israel. 
More likely the Lord appeared 
in a theophany as he did to 
Jacob when he wrestled with 
him before Jacob’s meeting 
with Esau, or as God appeared 
as a visitor and ate and drank 
with Abraham a year before 
the birth of Isaac.  

 
37 Psalm 51:7 
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of iron pyrites in this), but see 
Di;  

• lapis lazuli may be intended 
in ּ׳לִבְנַת  הַס Exodus 
24:10 pavement of sapphire (in 
theoph.), compare  ֶּֿ׳אֶבֶןס Ezekiel 
1:26; Ezekiel 10:1. 

 

 — noun [masculine] purity, purifying הַר
1 purity, הַר  Exodus כְעֶצֶם הַשָמַיִם לָט ֶ֫
24:10 (JE), as the body of heavens for 
purity. 
2 suffix  יְמֵי טָהֳרָה Leviticus 12:4,6 the days 
of her purifying (menstruation). 
 
Or it could be  

noun [masculine] clearness, lustre  

• only   הִשְבַתָ מִטֳהָרו Psalm 89:45; 

 

In Daniel 9:2, the Lord appears 
at the Ancient of Days, yet in 
glorified human form. Ezekiel 
1:26 is perhaps the closest 
parallel, “Above the dome that 
was over their heads, there 
was something that appeared 
to be a sapphire that was 
shaped like a throne. Seated on 
that throne-like form there was 
a figure that looked like a 
man. 27 I saw something like 
the gleam of glowing 
metal[n] with fire in it and all 
around it. It extended upward 
from what appeared to be the 
man’s waist. Below what 
appeared to be his waist, I saw 
what appeared to be fire, and a 
bright light surrounded 
him. 28 The bright light that 
surrounded him looked like the 
rainbow that is in the clouds on 
a rainy day.” 
It seems most likely that while 
the glory of the Lord as it 
appeared on the heights of 
Sinai remained, the Lord 
allowed it to soften to such an 
extent that the guests could 
eat and drink and converse 
with God to affirm and ratify 
the covenant. The fellowship 
meal that was eaten was taken 
from the bulls that had been 
sacrifices. Edersheim puts it 
this way, “There God, in pledge 
of his favor, fed his people 
upon the sacrifices which he 
had accepted.” How important 
was this for the future priests, 
prophet and leaders of the 
people. The sacrifices were not 
mere play acting. In them was 
the God of Israel really present. 
In them he truly had fellowship 
with his people and his people 
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had fellowship in him through 
Christ Jesus.  
 

Exodus 24:11 The Lord did not lay his hand on the 
Israelites but ate and drank with them 

ִּי ִִּּינ  ִּב ִִּּי ִּיל ִּצ ִּא ִּ־לא ִּו ִּ ִּר ִּש  ִּי ִִּּחִּל  ִּש ִִּּאל  ִִִּּּלא   ִַּֽוֹד  ־ִּתא ִִּּזוּ ִּח ִּי ִּו  
ִּי ִּו ִִּּוּל ִּאכ ִּי ִּו ִִּּיםה  ִּלֹא ִּה  ִּ ִּש  ס׃ִּוּת   

How gracious is the Lord to 
this people! Though he has 
every reason to wipe them 
from the face of the earth, he 
instead not only tells them but 
dines with them to show his 
love. The Means of Grace 
provides the same miracle to 
every believer redeemed by 
the blood of the Lamb! 
Specifically, the Lord’s Supper 
is given to us to return us to 
the New Covenant in His Blood 
to assure us of his disposition 
toward us in grace! 

 

CHAPTER FROM EGYPT TO SINAI: A DEVOTIONAL COMMENTARY ON EXODUS, AN NPH PUBLICATION DUE OUT LATE 

2021, USED BY PERMISSION OF THE AUTHOR.  

Chapter 17: “The Covenant Confirmed” (Exodus 24) 

Prayer: Gracious Father in Heaven, when you taught us to pray, “Thy Kingdom Come,” you teach us that 

your kingdom comes even without our prayer. But we pray that by faith not only we may be found in 

your kingdom through the blood of your Son Christ Jesus, but that we may carry out your will in bringing 

the kingdom to many others. Lord, we are your workmanship, created and equipped to do good works 

that you will used to accomplish the salvation you have planned. Lord, let us always take up our labor in 

gracious thanksgiving and heartfelt zeal for the grace you have shown to us. Amen.  

The covenant and the terms of the covenant have been delivered. The time has come to put the 
covenant into effect. This covenant, unlike the promise given to Abraham, is a bilateral covenant. It 
requires the people to voluntarily accept the terms of the covenant. Therefore, Moses must bring the 
priesthood (Aaron and his sons) and the civil representatives (the seventy elders), and the entire people 
to hear the terms of the covenant and to agree to them.  
 
The nation of Israel must count the cost of entering this special relationship with God. They must 
willingly enter this covenant knowing both the cost and the reward. The connection between obedience 
to this covenant and the promise of grace upon which the covenant is built is the connection between 
justification (the salvation one has received from Christ) and sanctification (the life of salvation in 
Christ). 
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The Purpose of the Sinaitic Covenant 
The Lord made it clear in the opening words of covenant that all that he was asking them to obey was 
predicated upon the grace he had shown them in delivering them from bondage in Egypt. In view of this 
great mercy, they now were to willingly dedicate their lives, and the lives of generations yet to come, to 
this great cause of being God’s holy nation, his special priests, his votive candle giving light to the 
darkness until the time Christ appears. 
 
The connection between Christ for us (justification) and Christ in us (sanctification) has not ceased for 
the New Testament believers.  It is true that no one is to hold to Old Testament obligations anymore.38 
However, the believer who comes to faith is called to serve the Lord with their whole heart and mind 
and body in a way that truly dwarfs the laws and statutes of the Sinaitic Covenant. Consider Christ Jesus’ 
own words regarding the cost of discipleship.  
 

If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not 
carry his own cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, if he wants 
to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost to see if he has enough to 
complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, 
everyone who sees it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build, but 
was not able to finish.’ Or what king, as he goes out to confront another king in war, will 
not first sit down and consider if he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who 
comes against him with twenty thousand? And if he is not able, he sends out a 
delegation and asks for terms of peace while his opponent is still far away. So then, any 
one of you who does not say farewell to all his own possessions cannot be my 
disciple. Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its flavor, how will it become salty again? It is 
not fit for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. The one who has ears to 
hear, let him hear.39 

 
Israel entered into the Sinaitic Covenant by faith! The Old Testament believer at the foot of Sinai, and all 
generations hence until Christ arrived, were to enter in this covenant willingly by faith. The Children of 
Israel were not to say “yes” out of fear, terror or obligation, but out of love and gratefulness to the Lord 
for all the great things he had done for them.   
 
In a similar fashion, the New Testament Christian, in view of the mercy he has received from Christ, is to 
offers his body as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.40 Luther wisely reminds Christians why 
good works and our life of sanctification is so important to us. “All this God does out of pure, fatherly, 
divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me; for all which I owe it to Him to 
thank, praise, serve, and obey Him. This is most certainly true.”41 
 
The great tragedy of both the Old and New Testaments is always when the life of faith is severed from 
the source of faith. That appeared in the history of Israel in two ways. It appeared whenever the 
Israelites abandoned the ways of God for their own ways. How vile was it when the sons of Eli fornicated 

 
38 Colossians 2:16 
39 Luke 14:26-35 
40 Romans 12:1 
41 Luther’s Small Catechism, Explanation to the First Article of the Apostles Creed. 354. 
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in the tabernacle and stole both from God and man.42 How awful was it when Ahab and Jezebel 
supplanted the worship of the true God with the worship of Baal!43 
 
But Israel also blasphemed the name of God even though outwardly they appeared to zealously keep 
the law to the letter. The Lord remarks through Isaiah, “These people honor me with their lips but their 
heart is far from me. They worship me in vain, teaching human rules as if they are doctrines.”44 How 
proud was the Pharisee in his punctilious keeping of the law! How the Pharisee boasts in Jesus’ parable 
that he is not like other men.45 Yet they had become blind to the first and foremost function of the law - 
to reveal their sins and their need for the Savior.   
 
The Sinaitic covenant was never a replacement for grace. It was, rather, a chaperone to lead Israel and 
all the nations who encountered Israel to the grace found alone in the coming Messiah. John the Baptist 
rightfully saved his harshest condemnation for the self-righteous delegation sent from the religious 
establishment. 
 

You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Therefore 
produce fruit in keeping with repentance! Do not think of saying to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that God is able to raise up children for 
Abraham from these stones. Already the ax is ready to strike the root of the trees. So 
every tree that does not produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.46 

 
How often in the Old Testament did the prophets have to remind the people that outward observance 
was not an end in and of itself? Samuel’s words to King Saul make this clear, “Does the LORD take as 
much pleasure in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obedience to the voice of the LORD? Know this! To 
obey is better than sacrifice, and to pay attention is better than the fat of rams.”47 David echoes this in 
his great psalm of repentance, “For you do not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it. You do not take 
pleasure in burnt offerings. The sacrifices God wants are a broken spirit. A broken and crushed heart, O 
God, you will not despise.”48 Indeed, without faith, it is impossible to please God. 
 
Israel’s acceptance of this covenant was not the promise to keep all these laws so that God would love 
them. God first loved them, so they would love God in return by their obedience. Jesus made this point 
in his parable of the workers in the vineyard. It is true that the workers who labored for their denarius 
throughout the day had done yeoman’s work, but it had been for the agreed upon wage. When God 
invited other laborers, some hired at the very last hour of the work day, and he paid them the same, the 
first laborers rebelled and grumbled.  Over the course of the day, they had changed the terms of the 
contract.  They demanded more for their work than what had been agreed upon. The master, however, 
reminds them of the terms of the covenant,  
 

Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not make an agreement with me for a 
denarius? Take what is yours and go. I want to give to the last one hired the same as I 

 
42 I Samuel 2:12-25 
43 I Kings 16:29-33 
44 Matthew 15:8-9 
45 Luke 18:11-12 
46Matthew 3:7-9 
47 I Samuel 15:22 
48 Psalm 51:16-17 
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also gave to you. Can’t I do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?49 

 
It had always been God’s plan to use Israel’s service to bring to Christ the nations. When Israel decided 
to use the covenant as a means to exalt themselves, they broke faith with the Lord.  For this reason, the 
Lord took away from Israel her special status. Grace and light can be found only where Christ is 
proclaimed in his truth and purity.  
 
The Covenant Ratified 
Moses announced to all the people the covenant, the Ten Commandments and all its attached statutes 
and decrees. The answer of the people is an immediate and resounding, “Yes!” With one voice they say, 
“All the words which the LORD has spoken we will do.”50 Moses took the words of the covenant and by 
divine inspiration writes it down. This message is too important to be left to human memory. The exact 
nature of the words and their meaning is recorded. There will be no playing fast and loose with the 
words of the covenant in the days to come.  
 
The covenant must be put into effect. This can only be done through the shedding of blood. Moses, after 
writing down all the laws and statues of the Lord, sets up an altar to the Lord at the foot of Sinai. Then 
he sets up twelve pillars, representing the twelve tribes of Israel. He enlists the help of young men of 
Israel to offer both a burnt offering and a fellowship offering to the Lord.  
 
The burnt offering is the great shadow of Christ’s atonement. Upon the head of this sacrificial animal all 
the sins of the people were symbolically transferred through confession. The sacrificial victim is then 
slaughtered to picture the restoration of fellowship with God in Christ. For Christ, having been laden 
with the sins of the world, offers himself before God as blood sacrifice. It was by the blood of Christ that 
we have fellowship with God.  
 
The other offering that Moses offers is a fellowship offering. This offering expressed the fellowship that 
had been achieved through the blood that has been shed for atonement. This offering was partially 
burned, and partially eaten. The fellowship that they as a nation had with the Lord was not because of 
some quality in them, but because of the grace of God. Moses reminds Israel of this in his farewell 
sermon,  
 

The LORD became attached to you by love and has chosen you, not because you were 
more numerous than all the peoples. Actually you were the fewest of all the peoples. 
But because of the LORD’s love for you and because he was keeping the oath that he 
swore to your fathers, that is why the LORD brought you out by a strong hand and 
redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.51 

 
But there was one more vital element of this ceremony. Moses collected the blood and splashed half of 
it upon the altar and placed the other half in bowls. He read the law for a second time. Again the people 
answered, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do. We will obey.”52 Moses now took a bunch of hyssop 
wrapped with scarlet wool, dipped it in the blood mixed with water, and sprinkled it upon the people 

 
49 Matthew 20:13-15 
50 Exodus 24:3 
51 Deuteronomy 7:7-8 
52 Exodus 24:7 
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and the law.53 He then announced, “Look, here is the blood of the covenant, which the LORD made with 
you by means of all these words.”54 
 
The meaning of this is clear. It is the blood of the Messiah that will be born of your people that enters 
you into this covenant and keeps you in this covenant. The blood was poured upon the altar to make it 
suitable for service. And the blood was sprinkled upon the people to make them suitable for service. 
King David cherished this image when he made reference to it in his penitence, “Remove my sin with 
hyssop, and I will be clean. Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.”55  
 
God had given Israel every advantage. Paul says, “Theirs are the adoption as sons, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. Theirs are the patriarchs, and from 
them, according to the flesh, came the Christ, who is God over all, eternally blessed.”56 The Lord says 
through Isaiah, “What more could have been done for my vineyard that I have not already done for 
it?”57 He had given them the Levites to preach and teach, the Tabernacle to proclaim, and the very 
revelation of God in the Word – yet they refused to listen. The Old Covenant proved a burden too great 
for Israel to bear. 
 
Israel is described as a stiff-necked and stubborn people. They did not keep the law because they 
refused to believe in the promise. Their unbelief displayed itself through their open immorality as well 
as their hypocritical obedience. God, however, was faithful. In spite of all Israel’s unfaithfulness, the Lord 
kept the faith burning through the long night of waiting. He finally kept the entire law for his people 
through his Son Christ Jesus.  Jesus says, “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I 
did not come to destroy them but to fulfill them. Amen I tell you: Until heaven and earth pass away, not 
even the smallest letter, or even part of a letter, will in any way pass away from the Law until everything 
is fulfilled.”58  
 
Christ comes to give the obedience to God that was demanded of his people. Though he is not 
personally subject to the law, he voluntarily subjects himself to the law for our sake. Paul makes this 
clear in his letter to the Philippians, “Though he was by nature God, he did not consider equality with 
God as a prize to be displayed, but he emptied himself by taking the nature of a servant. When he was 
born in human likeness, and his appearance was like that of any other man, he humbled himself and 
became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.”59 
 
In the culmination of the priesthood of Christ, the Old Covenant is abrogated, and the Promise is 
fulfilled. On the day that Christ died on the cross, the words of the Lord through Jeremiah are fulfilled, 

 
Yes, the days are coming, declares the LORD, 

when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah. 

It will not be like the covenant I made with their fathers, 

 
53 Hebrews 9:19 gives additional information about the means and manner Moses used to sprinkle the blood. 
54 Exodus 24:8 
55 Psalm 51:7 
56 Romans 9:4-5 
57 Isaiah 5:4 
58 Matthew 5:17-18 
59 Philippians 2:6-8 
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when I took them by the hand 
and led them out of the land of Egypt. 

They broke that covenant of mine, 
although I was a husband to them, declares the LORD. 

But this is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel 
        after those days, 

declares the LORD. 
I will put my law in their minds, 

and I will write it on their hearts. 
I will be their God, 

and they will be my people. 
No longer will each one teach his neighbor, 

or each one teach his brother, saying, “Know the LORD,” 
because they will all know me, 

from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD, 
for I will forgive their guilt, 

and I will remember their sins no more.60 
 
When the Lord said, “I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people,” he was speaking of the perfect righteousness that is given to us as a 
gift through faith in Christ! Peter refers to this when he describes believers as those “who have been 
chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be 
obedient and to be sprinkled with the blood of Jesus Christ.”61 The epistle to the Hebrews refers to 
Christians as, “the church of the firstborn whose names are written in heaven; to God, who is the judge 
of all; to the spirits of righteous people who have been made perfect; to Jesus, the mediator of a new 
testament; and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better message than the blood of Abel.”62 
 
The Christian is the one upon whom the sanctifying blood of Christ has been sprinkled. That is why the 
New Testament describes Christians as those who have, “washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb.”63 As the hymn so beautifully sings, 
 

E'er since by faith I saw the stream 
Your flowing wounds supply, 

Redeeming love has been my theme 
And shall be till I die, 

And shall be till I die.64 
 
The righteousness that God demanded from the law is only given through faith in Christ. And that 
righteousness is the righteousness delivered to us through baptism! For Paul says, “In fact, you are all 
sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. Indeed, as many of you as were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ.”65 

 
60 Jeremiah 31:31-34 
61 I Peter 1:2 
62 Hebrews 12:23-24 
63 Revelation 7:14 
64 Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal #112:4 
65 Galatians 3:26-27 
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Paul warns the Romans, “What shall we say then? Shall we keep on sinning so that grace may 
increase? Absolutely not! We died to sin. How can we go on living in it any longer? Or don’t you know 
that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore 
buried with him by this baptism into his death, so that just as he was raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, we too would also walk in a new life.”66 There is no such thing as believing in Jesus 
without behaving as Jesus has commanded. 
 
A believer has been set apart from the world and cannot walk as the world would have him walk. 
Therefore, a believer who has by the atonement of Christ been brought into a relationship with God will 
celebrate that relationship with God according to God’s ways, not according to his own designs. David 
says, “Restrain your servant also from deliberate sins. Do not let them rule over me…May the speech 
from my mouth and the thoughts in my heart be pleasing to you, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.”67  
 
The Augsburg Confession reminds us that faith is bound to bring forth good fruits, and that it is 
necessary to do good works commanded by God, because of God's will.68 One great Lutheran teacher 
put it this way, 
 

The members of the new people of God are called upon to anticipate, in their bodily 
activity, the life of the world to come, to assert in action the reality of that world now. 
They are to be God’s bridgehead in this alien and hostile territory of this world in this 
age. Consequently, their worship is a constant and embattled “no” of non-conformity to 
this world, or age, which is an evil age (Galatians 1:4), a world whose “god” is Satan. (II 
Corinthians 4:4).69 
 

The gospel alone makes us God’s holy people and a royal priesthood.  
 
This chapter closes with one of the most awesome sights of the Old Testament. The Lord commands the 
civil and religious leaders to come up and eat with the Lord. For a moment, the veil between heaven and 
earth lifted enough for the people of God to see the reality of God’s glorious throne and see the face of 
God, yet not be consumed by his holiness. But sight is not enough. They share in a meal with the Lord. 
For a moment, they get to experience visibly what was taking place whenever they shared in a 
fellowship meal with the Lord.  
 
As powerful as this meal was, it was nowhere near as powerful or efficacious as the meal of the New 
Covenant: The Lord’s Supper! Here is the true body and blood! We will suffer no sophistic spiritualizing 
in this meal! This is not symbol of the gospel. It is the gospel in the most beautiful form. For in it we 
partake of a meal where the Lord is both the host and the guest for the strengthening of our faith in him 
as our Savior and the grace to live a God-pleasing life. 
 
Remember that important phrase Jesus uses in the Words of Institution, “This is the blood of the New 
Covenant, which is poured out for you.” To the mortal eye, it is a bit of wafer and a sip of wine. The eyes 
of faith, however, sees that every time we kneel at the rail to receive the true body and blood of Christ, 

 
66 Romans 6:1-4 
67 Psalm 19:13-14 
68 Augsburg Confession, Article VI: New Obedience. 47. 
69 Martin Franzmann, Romans. Concordia Commentary. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1968. 217. 
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the chasm between heaven and earth is bridged by Christ and he, sitting in power at the right hand of 
God, delivers to us the medicine of immortality, the purchase price of our forgiveness, the foretaste of 
heaven. 
 
In Service of Word and Sacrament, following the Preface and Proper Preface of the celebration of the 
Sacrament of the Altar, we say the words of Revelation 12:10: "Now have come the salvation and the 
power and the Kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ." However, the rest of Revelation 
12:10 is, “For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been 
hurled down. They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the world of their testimony." In this 
context, there is a strong and overwhelming sense of victory over all the enemies of my soul when I 
approach the table and take the Lord's body and blood.  
 
At the Supper, we commune with Christ Jesus who has defeated all the enemies that stood arrayed 
against us. He gives us the pledge of our fellowship with him with the very price of that victory! As 
wonderful as the sight of God standing on pavement as clear as sapphire was for the leaders of Israel, it 
is surpassed by the greatness of Holy Communion.  
 

Hasten as a bride to meet him,  
And with loving rev'rence greet him, 

For with words of life immortal  
He is knocking at your portal. 

Open wide the gates before him,  
Saying, as you there adore him: 

Grant, Lord, that I now receive you,  
That I nevermore will leave you.70 

 
The covenant has been confirmed and ratified. There is, however, more revelation to come. Moses, and 
Moses alone, must proceed into the glory of God on the mountain to receive from God all the other 
revelation that will allow Israel to be edified in faith and to edify the rest of the world in faith. So with 
fearlessness, he leaves the civil matters into the hands of Hur and Aaron, who had so faithfully held up 
his hands against the Amalekites.  Only Joshua his aide comes with him, to stand vigil at the foot of the 
mountain.  
 
Christ would also go forty days without food, yet would not succumb to the temptation to turn stones 
into bread.71 Here we must remember that the Lord is the one who gives us life and will sustain us 
according to our needs and his purpose. There is no reason to worry or fear when we seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness. Every need that is required, the Lord will give to us.  
 
Telic Note: The blood of Christ Jesus establishes and confirms God’s gracious disposition toward his 
people 

Basic outline with parts: From Meal to Meal - Part I: Established by the Lord; Part II: Celebrated with 
the Lord 

Hymn Suggestions: Any Communion hymn will be good for this service.  

 
70 Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal #311:2 
71 Luke 4:3 
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Text Study/Sermon Notes/Preaching Suggestions – Pardon to Pardon – Good Friday 

ו ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤חַ ֹּ֤ט א ֹּ֤ת־ש ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤יר הַ ֹּ֤חַֹּ֤ט ֹּ֤את ֹֹּּ֤֤א ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ר ל ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤ם ו ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤יא ֹֹּּ֤֤א ֹּ֤ת־ד ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤וֹֹֹּּ֤֤א ֹּ֤ל־מ ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤ית לַֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ת ו ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ה א ֹּ֤תֹּ֤־ד ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤כַֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ר ע ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ה ֹֹּּ֤֤ל ֹּ֤דַ ֹּ֤ם  15
תר ֹּ֤פ  ֹּ֤כַֹּ֤הַֹּ֤ ינ  ֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤  תר ֹּ֤פ  ֹּ֤כַֹּ֤הַֹּ֤־לעַֹֹּּ֤֤וֹת ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ הז  ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤ רפ  ֹּ֤הַֹּ֤  ׃ 

ו ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤פ  ֹּ֤ר  עַֹּ֤ל־הַֹּ֤ק  ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤שֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ט ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ת ֹֹֹּּּ֤֤֤ב ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤י י ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ל וּמ ֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤יה  ֹּ֤ם ל ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ל־חַֹּ֤ט ֹּ֤את  ֹּ֤ם ו ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤ן יַע ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ה ֹֹּּ֤֤ל ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ל מוֹע  ֹּ֤ד הַֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤ן א ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤ם ב ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤וֹךְֹֹּּ֤֤ 16
םת  ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ט ֹּ֤  ׃

ו ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ל־א ֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤ם ל ֹּ֤א־י ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤ה׀ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤לֹּ֤ מוֹע  ֹּ֤דֹּ֤ ב ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤כַֹּ֤פ  ֹּ֤ר בַֹּ֤ק  ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤שֹּ֤עַֹּ֤ד־צ ֹּ֤את ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤פ  ֹּ֤ר בַֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤דוֹ ֹֹּּ֤֤וּב ֹּ֤עַ ֹּ֤ד ב ֹּ֤ית ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤וּב ֹּ֤עַ ֹּ֤ד כ ֹּ֤ל־ק ֹּ֤הַ ֹּ֤ל   17
לא  ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤  ׃

ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤וֹת הַֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ז ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤חַֹֹּּ֤֤ס ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤יב 18  ׃ ו ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤צ  ֹּ֤א א ֹּ֤ל־הַֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ז ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤חַֹֹּּ֤֤א ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ר ל ֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤י־י ֹּ֤הו  ֹּ֤ה ו ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤פ  ֹּ֤רֹּ֤ ע ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤יוֹּ֤ ו ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤קַ ֹּ֤ח מ ֹּ֤דַ ֹּ֤ם הַֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤ר ֹֹּּ֤֤וּמ ֹּ֤דַ ֹּ֤םֹּ֤ הַֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤יר  ו ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤תַ ֹּ֤ן  עַֹּ֤ל־קַֹּ֤ר 

ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ט ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ת ב ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤י י ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ל 19  ׃ו ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ז  ֹּ֤ה ע ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤יוֹּ֤ מ ֹּ֤ן־הַֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤ם ב ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤צ ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤וֹֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤בַֹּ֤ע פ ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤ים  ו ֹּ֤ט ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤וֹֹֹּּ֤֤ו ֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤ש 

 ׃ ו ֹּ֤כ ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ה ֹֹּּ֤֤מ ֹּ֤כַֹּ֤פ  ֹּ֤ר א ֹּ֤ת־הַֹּ֤ק  ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤שֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ת־א  ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ל מוֹע  ֹּ֤ד ו ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ת־הַֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ז ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤חַֹֹּּ֤֤ו ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤יב א ֹּ֤ת־הַֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤יר ה ֹּ֤ח  ֹּ֤י 20

ו ֹּ֤ס ֹּ֤מַ ֹּ֤ךְֹּ֤אַֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤ן א ֹּ֤ת־ש ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤יֹּ֤׳י ֹּ֤דוֹ׳ֹּ֤״י ֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤יו״ֹֹּּ֤֤עַ ֹּ֤ל ר  ֹּ֤אשֹּ֤הַֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤יר ֹֹּּ֤֤הַֹּ֤חַֹּ֤י ֹֹּּ֤֤ו ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤וַֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤ה ע ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤יו א ֹּ֤ת־כ ֹּ֤ל־ע ֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤ת ֹֹּּ֤֤ב ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤י י ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ל ו ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ת־כ ֹּ֤ל־ֹּ֤ 21
הר ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤הַֹּ֤ ית  ֹּ֤ע ֹֹּּ֤֤ישא  ֹּ֤־דיַֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ חלַ ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤ ירע  ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤הַֹֹּּ֤֤אשר  ֹּ֤־לעַֹֹּּ֤֤ם ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤  ןתַ ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤ םאת  ֹּ֤ט ֹּ֤חַֹּ֤־לכ ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ םיה  ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤  ׃ 

ֹּ֤א הַֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤יר ע ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤יו א ֹּ֤ת־כ ֹּ֤ל־ע ֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤ם א ֹּ֤ל־א  ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤ץ ג ֹּ֤ז ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤ה ו ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤לַ ֹּ֤ח א ֹּ֤ת־הַֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤יר בַֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤ר 22  ׃ו ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤ש  

 

15 He shall then slaughter the goat for the sin offering of the people. He is to bring its blood 
inside the veil and do with its blood as he had done with the blood of the bull. He is to sprinkle 
it on the atonement seat and in front of the atonement seat. 16 He shall make atonement for 
the sanctuary to cleanse it from the uncleanness of the Israelites and from their rebellions and 
all their sins. This is what he shall do for the Tent of Meeting, which dwells in the midst of 
Israel’s uncleanness. 17 When he enters to make atonement in the sanctuary, no other person 
may be in the Tent of Meeting until he has come out. In this way he shall make atonement for 
himself and his household, as well as for the entire assembly of Israel. 

18 He shall then come out to the altar that is before the LORD and make atonement for it. He is 
to take some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of the goat and smear it all around 
the horns of the altar. 19 With his finger he is to sprinkle some of the blood upon it seven times. 
In this way he is to purify it and set it apart from the uncleanness of the Israelites. 

20 When he has finished making atonement to cleanse the sanctuary, the Tent of Meeting, and 
the altar, he shall present the live goat. 21 Then Aaron shall lay his two hands on the head of the 
live goat and confess over it all the guilt of the people of Israel and all their rebellions and all 
their sins. He is to put them on the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness in the 
custody of an appointed man. 22 So the goat will carry all their guilt on itself to a remote, 
desolate place, and the man will send the goat away into the wilderness. 
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Notes and Comments: 

16:5 "two male goats for a sin offering and one ram for a burnt offering" These two male goats formed 

a uniqueness of the Day of Atonement (cf. Lev. 16:6-10). One goat would be sacrificed on the altar 

showing that sin costs a life. The other goat would be sent out into the wilderness to symbolically bear 

sin out from the camp. 

16:6 "for himself and his household" Some say that this refers to Aaron and his immediate family, while 

others say that it refers to his family, the priests. It may be a collective sacrifice for all the priests.  

16:8 "Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats" The method of the casting of lots is somewhat uncertain. 

The rabbis say that two rocks were used: one marked "for the LORD" and the other, "for Azazel." Others 

say that it was the use of the Urim and Thummim and was simply a way of determining which goat 

would be killed and which would be sent away.  

For a good brief discussion about casting lots to know God's will, see Hard Sayings of the Bible, pp. 512-

514. 

▣ 

NASB, NKJV, Vulgate  "scapegoat" 

NASB Margin  "goat of removal" 

NRSV, TEV, NJB, JPSOA, REB, Net, Peshitta  "for Azazel" 

LXX  "to be sent off" 

REB footnote  "for the precipice" 

This is a very difficult term (BDB 736) to interpret. It occurs only in this chapter. Some try to make it a 

place; some a person; and some an abstraction. There have been several suggestions for the meaning of 

the root. 

from the Hebrew words (i.e., goat and the verb "to send away"); this same understanding is found in the 

LXX's translation of "one to be sent out" 

in Enoch 8:1; 9:6; 10:4-8; 13:1-2; 54:5; 55:4; 69:2, it refers to a desert demon; this interpretation has 

been followed by rabbinical Judaism, which makes it either a name for Satan or a desert demon (Satyr 

III, Lev. 17:7); the desert was the abode of the demonic (cf. Isa. 13:21-22; 34:11-15) 

the New English Bible translates this word as "for the precipice" 

the wilderness where the goat is driven, which was rough and desolate (Arabic root) 

shows the post-exilic procedure of throwing the second goat over a cliff to make sure it died 

16:12 "He shall take a firepan full of coals from upon the altar before the LORD" The rabbis have 

identified the altar before the Lord as the incense altar inside the Holy Place, just before the veil. Most 

Christian commentators assume that it is the brazen altar at the door of the Tabernacle. The Jews would 
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say that the High Priest stayed inside the Holy Place, while Christian commentators say that he moved in 

and out of the Holy Place between the bronze altar and the inner shrine. 

▣ "two handfuls of finely ground sweet incense, and bring it inside the veil" This was a huge amount 

of incense and its purpose was to put forth large billows of smoke which would fill the internal part of 

the shrine (i.e., Holy Place) and, therefore, veil the eyes of the High Priest from seeing God when he 

entered the Holy of Holies. They believed that God symbolically dwelt above the wings of 

the Cherubim (cf. Exod. 25:21-22; Num. 7:89; Ps. 80:1; 99:1). For a person to see YHWH meant death. It 

is also true that even seeing the ark itself could cause death (cf. Num. 4:20; 1 Sam. 6:19). 

16:14 "sprinkle it with his finger on the mercy seat" Remember that the mercy seat was that special 

place of atonement (cf. Hebrews 9). It was used in the ritual only on the Day of Atonement, where the 

High Priest first offered a sin offering for himself and then for the nation. It was an annual cleansing of 

the Tabernacle and the priesthood. 

16:16-19 "shall make atonement for the holy place. . .and cleanse it" This shows that the purpose of 

this ritual was not so much for the cleansing of the people that should have been done in the sacrifices 

described in Leviticus 1-7, but the cleansing of the Tabernacle and the priesthood (cf. Exod. 30:10; see 

for the continuation of its mediatory activities. 

16:18 "put it on the horns of the altar and on all sides" Horns were a normal part of Canaanite altars. 

They were the most holy part of the altar that lifted the sacrifices to God or it expressed the power of 

that altar in its efficatory significance. See full note at Lev. 7:4. 

16:21 "lay both hands on the head of the live goat" It usually states to lay a hand (singular; see note at 

Lev. 1:4), but here both hands were laid on the goat as Aaron confessed the sins of the whole nation. 

This animal symbolically took the place of the nation as it bore the corporate sin outside the camp.  

▣ "the iniquities. . .transgressions. . .sins" these are the major terms which describe Israel's violations 

of their covenant with YHWH. 

iniquities ‒ BDB 833 

transgressions ‒ BDB 833 

sins ‒ BDB 308 

All three of these terms appear in Exod. 34:7; Lev. 16:21; Job 13:23; Ps. 32:5; Isa. 59:12; Ezek. 21:24; 

Dan. 9:24. Together they express Israel's sin 

in many areas 

over and over again 

The word for "evil" (BDB 948 II) appears with #2 and #3 in Gen. 50:17. Israel, with all her special 

blessings (cf. Rom. 9:4) could not/would not follow YHWH. This is why there must be a "new covenant" 

(cf. Jer. 31:31-34; Ezek. 36:22-36; Luke 22:20; 1 Cor. 11:25; 2 Cor. 3:6; Heb. 9:9,13; 9:15). 

16:24 "put on his clothes" The beautiful garments described in Exodus 28 and 39 are now put on and 

the High Priest comes out of the inner shrine to let the people know that the sacrifice has been 
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accepted. In later years, the Jews tied a rope to the leg of the High Priest in case he died inside the Holy 

Place and they could pull him out without having to enter the Holy Place themselves! 

16:29-34 The Israelite people had a part in the ritual of the annual Day of Atonement. 

cessation of work 

fasting 

attitude of humility 

sense of need for corporate, annual cleansing 

16:29 "shall be a permanent statute for you" The Hebrew concept of "permanent" (lit. 'olam, cf. Lev. 

16:29,31,34) had several possible connotations. 

▣ "you shall humble your souls and not do any work" From Ps. 35:13 the words "humble your souls" 

implies fasting. We also believe that there were other unexpressed penitent acts (i.e., liturgy or symbolic 

actions) involved in this day of national mourning for the sins of the entire nation and the cleansing of 

the Tabernacle and the priesthood. 

16:33 "to make atonement for. . ." This is a summary of the purpose of the ritual of the Day of 

Atonement and the five different things that were cleansed. 

the inner shrine (Lev. 16:17,24) 

the tent of meeting (Lev. 16:16,20,33) 

the altar (Lev. 16:18-19,20,33) 

the priests (Lev. 16:6,11,17,24,33) 

the people (Lev. 16:15,17,19,22,24,30,34) 

Sermon by Rev. Aaron Eckert  

 
Today we hear about the Day of Atonement, and the scapegoat. 

The scapegoat is a problematic animal in the Bible.  The Hebrew language does not literally say, 
“scapegoat.” Instead, it uses the word, “Azazel.” We do not know for certain what “Azazel” 
means.  There are theories. 
 
One of the worst theories is that Azazel is the name of a demon.  But then we have a goat being led out 
into the wilderness as a sacrifice to somehow appease an unclean spirit.  This is extremely unlikely for a 
number of reasons that I don’t need to go into right now.  An alternate version of the theory says that 
satan will be made to carry our sins at some point, but that is equally repulsive.  We have one sacrificial 
Victim, and He has accomplished all for us. 
 
I think the best bet for the meaning of the word “Azazel” may be that it stands for Christ.  The full 
phrase in verse eight reads, “Aaron shall cast lots over the two goats, one lot for the Lord (Yahweh) and 
the other lot for Azazel.” Here the word Azazel seems to stand parallel to the name of God.  So it seems 
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likely to be a personal name standing on equal footing with the Name of the Lord.  The Hebrew word 
“Azazel” may then mean, “Remover of sin,” which is a wonderful description of Christ’s work. 
The common translation, “scape goat” that I used in the Reading simply means the goat that 
escapes.  Usually today we speak of a scapegoat as someone who takes the blame for something.  That 
fits the text as well, since this goat had all the sins of the people of Israel placed upon it.  All the iniquity 
and guilt and blame went on the goat, and then it was sent away from the camp of the people, into the 
wilderness. 
 
How wonderful this picture is.  The Lord does not simply kill the sacrificial goat.  He has two goats, one 
to die and have its blood sprinkled on the mercy seat on the Ark of the Covenant and upon the 
Altar.  We clearly see that Christ is the Lamb of God, or in this case, the Goat who sheds His Blood in 
death to atone for the sins of the people.  That is, He pays for and covers our sins with His Blood, so that 
God does not see the sins anymore.  His wrath is turned away, and He is at peace with us. 
But there is also that other goat.  He is not killed.  Instead He is sent away into the wilderness, 
presumably to die, although that is not explicitly stated.  In the same way Christ was sent out of the city 
of God’s people, Jerusalem.  He was sent away from God’s presence, forsaken by His own Father. 
Why?  To take away the sins.  In most graphic fashion, the scapegoat transports the sins.  Aaron placed 
his hands on the goat and confessed the sins of Israel.  All trespasses and iniquities went onto that goat. 
Now, you cannot ordinarily put sins onto an animal.  The action in itself did not do anything.  If you have 
a goat and decide to put your sins on the goat, that will do nothing at all. 
 
But Moses and Aaron and Israel had a specific promise from the Lord.  They were told that the sins really 
went onto that goat.  All who believed the promise had their sins removed from them.  In so believing, 
they were really putting their faith in the future Goat that God would provide, the Remover of sin who 
would hang on the Cross.  That was the promise that made all the sacrificial promises do what God said. 
In a similar way, we have sacraments in which the elements themselves do nothing if they were 
separated from the promise of Christ.  Bread and wine by themselves give no forgiveness of sins.  Water 
by itself only makes you wet.  But when combined with Christ’s institution and Word, these physical 
elements give forgiveness, life, and salvation to all who believe the promise. 
Today I tell you: Christ is your Scapegoat.  He has carried your sins away.  He has transported and 
removed them from you, as far as the east is from the west.  In God’s sight, no sin remains in you.  That 
is the promise of the Lord Yahweh to you. 
 
However, sins are not removed in every way imaginable.  You still commit sin, so not all sin has been 
taken away from your person.  Yet God does not see them.  He, the righteous Judge, is satisfied.  In the 
future, all will be removed, even the original sin that stains your human nature.  May that Day come 
quickly! 
 
On the Cross, also, all sin was not removed in every way.  Those without faith do not receive forgiveness, 
just as there was no remission for those who did not trust the promise of God in the Old Testament, no 
matter how many animals they slaughtered. 
 
Yet Christ has paid the price fully.  All the punishment was suffered.  All the guilt fell on Him.  You need 
not wonder whether He failed to atone for some of your sins.  All the sins of all the world for all time 
were paid for by Christ on the Cross. 
 
There are some temptations for us here.  Sometimes, we are tempted to not believe the promise.  At 
other times, we are tempted to focus too much on our own faith. 
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If an Israelite looked at the goat walking out into the wilderness, he might think, “Is that really how my 
sins get forgiven?  This looks silly.  Surely something more dramatic is necessary.” 
 
This is the same as when a Christian today says, “Does that splashing of water on a person really give 
salvation?  It looks so silly.  Surely something more amazing should happen to save a person.” 
Or, “Is this bread and wine really give eternal life?  Surely something more exciting and satisfying is 
required to give such great gifts.” 
 
Or this one: “The Pastor said I am forgiven, but I didn’t really feel it.  Maybe I need something more to 
get forgiveness.” 
 
God chooses to come in humble ways.  Even Christ when He came on earth did not look amazing and 
dramatic most of the time.  The Cross, far from looking exciting and satisfying, was depressing and 
gloomy.  As far as we can tell, nobody felt forgiven that dark day. 
 
So God supplies for you visible signs to seal His promises of forgiveness.  Absolution, the Eucharist, and 
Holy Baptism give everything Christ earned on the Cross.  But we need to trust His promise and not rely 
on our senses that try to mislead us. 
 
Just because we are Lutherans does not mean that we are immune to this.  We have our moments of 
doubt.  We have times when we look away from God’s promises and pay attention to other things to 
seek assurance of salvation. 
 
Guard yourself against such thoughts.  But also, when they happen, confess your sins and receive God’s 
Absolution. 
 
The other temptation, to focus on our own faith, is also dangerous.  Our faith may seem strong to us, 
and then we may get an over-inflated sense of our own worth and status before God.  Faith in itself is 
not powerful.  It is only as good as the object to which it clings in trust.  Because our faith is in Christ and 
Him crucified, our faith receives eternal life. 
 
But if we realistically evaluate our faith, we find weakness and variability.  One day our faith is strong, 
the next we waver like grass in the wind.  God allows us to be weak.  We are not always mighty 
fortresses of faith.  Instead, our sinful flesh often undermines our ability to believe. 
 
When we come to the signs provided by the Lord, we may wonder if we are able to receive them 
rightly.  An Israelite might say, “Well, the goat carried my sins away, I guess, but I’m not sure I really 
benefited because I’m so weak.” This is like a person today who says, “I was baptized years ago, but my 
faith is not what it used to be.  Maybe I should get re-baptized.” Or you might think, “My faith is pretty 
weak today.  I’d better not take the Lord’s Supper.” 
 
These thoughts are bad because they rest the validity of the sacraments upon the quality of your 
faith.  As long as you have some faith, these gifts from God give what they say.  You need not be as faith-
filled as Abraham or Moses or Paul or other great saints (who, by the way, had their own weak days just 
like you and me).  We struggle, but God’s promise is sure.  
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If you think, “I’m not good enough for the gifts of God,” then Bravo!  You had the right idea.  You are 
never good enough.  Your faith is not perfect, nor will be in this life.  You are not worthy.  You are a 
weak sinner. 
 
That is why God gives you the visible signs.  The Israelite could say, “There go my sins out of the camp on 
that goat!  Praise God!” The visible goat gave them the reassurance that their sins were truly gone in 
God’s eyes.  In the same way, He gives preaching, Baptism, Absolution, and the Sacrament of the Altar 
for your reassurance.  
 
Trust these promises of God, all of which point to Christ and the Cross.  Have faith that in these things 
the Blood of Christ has washed you clean.  Believe that your sins were carried away to the Cross by your 
Scapegoat, Jesus Christ.  Remember that God has accepted His work on your behalf, and therefore 
declared you innocent. 
 
In the Name of this gracious God, Amen 
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Text Study/Sermon Notes/Preaching Suggestions – Rescue to Rescue – Easter Sunday 

Pastor John Paustian – Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Morgan, MN 

תוֹיל ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ הש  ֹּ֤לֹש ֹּ֤וּ יםמ  ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ הש  ֹּ֤לֹש ֹּ֤  גד  ֹּ֤הַֹּ֤ יֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ב ֹֹּּ֤֤ה ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤יוֹ  יה  ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤וַֹּ֤ הנ  ֹּ֤יוֹ־תא ֹֹּּ֤֤עַֹּ֤לֹ ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ לוֹד ֹּ֤ג ֹּ֤ גד  ֹֹֹּּּ֤֤֤ה ֹּ֤הו ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ ןמַ ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤וַֹּ֤ 2  ׃ 

 ׃ וַֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤פַֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤ל יוֹנ  ֹּ֤ה א ֹּ֤ל־י ֹּ֤הו  ֹּ֤ה א ֹּ֤לֹה  ֹּ֤יו מ ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ע  ֹּ֤י הַֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤ג  ֹּ֤ה 2

ַֽיַֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤י מ ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤ט ֹּ֤ןֹּ֤ ש ֹּ֤א ֹּ֤וֹל ש ֹּ֤וַּ ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤י ש ֹּ֤מַ ֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ת ֹֹּּ֤֤קוֹל  ֹּ֤י 3 ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤את ֹּ֤י מ ֹּ֤צ  ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤ה ל  ֹּ֤יֹּ֤ א ֹּ֤ל־י ֹּ֤הו  ֹּ֤ה וַ   ׃ וַֹּ֤י  ֹּ֤אמ ֹּ֤ר ק  

וַֹּ֤תַֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤יכ  ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤י מ ֹּ֤צוּל ֹּ֤ה ֹֹּּ֤֤ב ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤בַ ֹּ֤ב יַֹּ֤מ  ֹּ֤ים ו ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤ה  ֹּ֤ר י ֹּ֤ס ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤י כ ֹּ֤ל־מ ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤יךֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤גַֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤יךֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤לַ ֹּ֤יֹּ֤ ע ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤רוֹּ֤ 4  ׃ ּ

ֹּ֤ךְֹּ֤אוֹס  ֹּ֤יףֹּ֤ ל ֹּ֤הַֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤יט א ֹּ֤ל־ה ֹּ֤יכַ ֹּ֤ל ק ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ך 5 ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤י נ ֹּ֤ג ֹּ֤רַ ֹּ֤ש ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤י מ ֹּ֤נּ  ַֽג ֹּ֤ד  ע ֹּ֤ינ  ֹּ֤יךֹּ֤אַ  וַֹּ֤א ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤י א ֹּ֤מַ ֹּ֤ר   ׃ָ

ֹּ֤יֹּ֤ 6 ֹּ֤וּשֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤אש   ֹּ֤וּף ח ֹּ֤ב   ׃א ֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤וּנ ֹּ֤י מַ ֹּ֤י ֹּ֤ם ֹֹּּ֤֤עַֹּ֤ד־נ  ֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤שֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤וֹם י ֹּ֤ס ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤נ ֹּ֤י ס 

ֹּ֤ח  ֹּ֤יה ֹֹּּ֤֤בַֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤יֹּ֤ ל ֹּ֤עוֹל  ֹּ֤ם וַֹּ֤תַ ֹּ֤עַֹּ֤לֹּ֤ מ ֹּ֤שַ ֹּ֤חַֹּ֤ת חַֹּ֤יַ ֹּ֤י י ֹּ֤הו  ֹּ֤הֹּ֤ א ֹּ֤לֹה  ֹּ֤י 7 ֹּ֤ים ֹֹּּ֤֤י ֹּ֤רַ ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤י ה ֹּ֤א  ֹּ֤ר ֹּ֤ץ  ב ֹּ֤ר   ׃ל ֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤צ ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤י ה ֹּ֤ר 

ֹּ֤וֹא א ֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤יך ֹֹּּ֤֤ת ֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤ת  ֹּ֤י א ֹּ֤ל־ה ֹּ֤יכַ ֹּ֤ל ק ֹּ֤ד ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ך 8 ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤י וַֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤ב  ֹּ֤י א ֹּ֤ת־י ֹּ֤הו  ֹּ֤ה ז ֹּ֤כ  ֹּ֤ר   ׃בָ ֹּ֤ה ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤עַֹּ֤ט  ֹּ֤ף ע ֹּ֤לַֹּ֤י ֹֹּּ֤֤נַֹּ֤פ ֹּ֤ש  

ֹּ֤בוֹּ֤ 9 מ ֹּ֤שַֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ר  ֹּ֤ים הַֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ל ֹּ֤י־ש  ֹּ֤ו ֹּ֤א חַֹּ֤ס ֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤ם יַֹּ֤ע ֹּ֤ז    ׃ּ

ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤י א ֹּ֤שַֹּ֤ל  ֹּ֤מ ֹּ֤ה י ֹּ֤שוֹּּ֤ע  ֹּ֤ת ֹּ֤ה לַֹּ֤יהו  ֹּ֤ה׃ֹּ֤ס 10  וַֹּ֤א ֹּ֤נ  ֹּ֤י ב ֹּ֤ק ֹּ֤וֹל תוֹד ֹּ֤ה ֹֹּּ֤֤א ֹּ֤ז ֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ח ֹּ֤ה־ל  ֹּ֤ךְֹּ֤א ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ר נ ֹּ֤דַ ֹּ֤ר 

ֹּ֤אמ ֹּ֤ר י ֹּ֤הו  ֹּ֤ה לַֹּ֤ד  ֹּ֤ג וַי ֹּ֤ק  ֹּ֤א א ֹּ֤ת־יוֹנ  ֹּ֤ה א ֹּ֤ל־הַֹּ֤יַֹּ֤ב ֹּ֤ש  ֹּ֤ה׃ֹּ֤פֹּ֤ 11  וַֹּ֤י  
 

 

 

2 Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the fish. 2 He said the following: 

    In my distress I called to the LORD, 
    and he answered me. 
    From the belly of the grave I cried out, 
    and you heard my voice. 
3 You threw me into the depths, 
    into the heart of the seas. 
    The currents swept around[a] me. 
    All your breakers and your waves swept over me. 
4 I said, “I have been driven away from your sight. 
    Nevertheless, I will once again look toward your holy temple.” 
5 Waters engulfed me so that I was near death. 
    The deep surrounded me. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12%3A1-14%3B+Genesis+3%3A15%3B++Isaiah+42%3A1-4%3B+Deuteronomy+17%3A18-20%3B+Numbers+21%3A4-8%3B+Daniel+6%3A16-23%3B++I+Kings+1%3A38-40%3B+Exodus+24%3A6-11%3B+Leviticus+16%3A15-22%3B+Jonah+2&version=EHV#fen-EHV-22547a
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    Seaweed was wrapped around my head. 
6 To the roots of the mountains I sank down. 
    The earth locked me behind its bars forever. 
    But you brought my life up from the pit, O LORD, my God. 
7 When my life was ebbing away, I remembered the LORD. 
    My prayer came to you, to your holy temple. 
8 Those who cling to worthless idols forsake the mercy that is theirs. 
9 But I, with a shout of thanksgiving, will indeed sacrifice to you. 
    What I have vowed, I will certainly pay in full. 
    Salvation belongs to the LORD! 
10 Then the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land. 
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